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THURSDAY, JANUARY 5TH, 2012 


OBE for local 
headteacher 
after 19 years 
at his school 



ABOVE: 

Dr Chris Howard. 


AN Ystradowen 
man has received 
the OBE in the New 
Year Honours List, 
for his services to 
education. 

The honour marks 19 
years’ service as the head 
of the same boys’ sec¬ 
ondary school, and Dr 
Chris Howard made it 
clear to the GEM that the 
school, its staff and 
pupils mean a great deal 
to him. 

He told The GEM: “I 
am still excited about 
working with a great 
group of people and there 
is a great collaborative 
team here at Lewis 
School. 


I by PHILIP I 
I IRWIN I 

“I accept it very much 
on their behalf.” 

Dr Howard became 
head at Lewis School, 
Pengam, in 1992. It was 
his first headship, 
although he had been 
deputy head for five 
years at Cantonian High 
School in Cardiff. 

He was brought up in 
Barry and went to Barry 
Boys, before going on to 
university, first at Bristol 
and then at Cambridge. 

He taught history and 
economics in England, 
before coming home to 
Wales, at which point he 
settled in Ystradowen. 


He and his wife Keris, 
who is also a teacher and 
is assistant head at 
Llansannor School, 
brought up five children 
in the Vale - sons Nick, 
Andrew, Gareth, and 
Tim, and daughter 
Bethan. 

All of the children 
went to Llansannor 
School and then 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive. 

Dr Howard is the 
national president of the 
National Association of 
Head Teachers (NAHT) 
and has also worked in an 
advisory capacity with 
other schools. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 4) 
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SALE 

FROM 

TODAY! 

Prices from £1.00* 

Separates, Knitwear, 
Coats, Accessories 
and jewellery. 

*selected items 

HURRY! 
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Run by Welsh 
and British 
Gymnast 

NATHAN MULLETT 



Children's Gymnastics 
Toddler & Pre-School Classes 
Freerunning 
Adult Fitness 
Cheerleading 




OPEN SIX DAYS 
Plur- PARTIES Sundays! 

Tel: 01446 790657 
Mobile: 07969 856702 

Unit 14 Heritage Business Park 
LIiANTWIT MAJOR . CF61 lYU 
WWW.valegymnastics.co.uk 


THE THOMSON SPICE GIRLS 
FREEZE FOR A GOOD CAUSE! 



ABOVE: Outside in the cold were (left to right): Louise (Scary); Carolyn (Posh); 
Karen (Ginger); Gaynor (Sporty) and Sue (Baby Spice). 


Test marks 
out Aberthin 
as a speeding 
danger area 


RECENT speed tests 
organised by South 
Wales Police have 
marked out Aberthin 
as an area where 
action needs to be 
taken to slow down 
drivers. 

That was the wide¬ 
spread interpretation of 
figures given to council¬ 
lors at the most recent 
meeting of Cowbridge 
Town Council. 

As a police represen¬ 
tative was not present, 
the figures were 
revealed by Conn Geoff 
Cox. As the Vale 
Council cabinet member 
for visible services, the 
matter falls under his 
remit.. 

He revealed to coun¬ 
cillors that drivers’ 
speeds were recorded as 
they entered Aberthin, 
and also as they left. 

The police measure¬ 
ment concentrated on 
the “85th percentile” - 
which is the average 
speed of 85 per cent of 
the drivers tested. 

This statistical meas¬ 
ure is designed to 
exclude drivers who 
drive unreasonably 
quickly - or unreason¬ 
ably slowly. 

In theory, the average 
speed of that 85 per cent 
should be close to the 
speed limit - but it is 
not the case in Aberthin. 

Conn Cox revealed 
that the average speed 
of drivers coming into 
Aberthin was 37.1mph, 
and the average as they 
left was 37.6. 

The figures showed 
that traffic calming 
measures were needed 
to get drivers to reduce 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


their speed, as they were 
clearly not responding 
to road signs. Conn 
Elisabeth George said 
that the town council 
should write to the Vale 
Council, as this figure 
was clearly too high. 

She recalled that the 
council had, in the past, 
asked for a flashing 
30mph sign to be put 
up, but that the response 
had been that it was too 
expensive. 

Conn Geoff Cox said 
that this would be one 
of the options to be dis¬ 
cussed. 

Speaking this week, 
he told The GEM that 
he had instructed offi¬ 
cers to review the sig¬ 
nage at Aberthin. 

He said that all the 
council’s speed activa¬ 
tion signs were commit¬ 
ted elsewhere at the 
moment, but that it 
should be possible to 
have them in place by 
early summer. 

He added that in the 
meantime, he would ask 
the police to monitor the 
situation. 


A COLD, wet Friday in Cowbridge is not 
the best time to choose if you are dressed as 
the Spice Girls, but staff at the Thomson 
Travel Agency are made of stern stuff. 

The girls were raising money for Breast Cancer 
Care and, and were undeterred by the weather. 

Shop manager Carolyn told The GEM: “It’s a 
shop tradition, and we dress up to raise money for 
Breast Cancer Care just before the Christmas 
break. 

“Last year, we raised more than £400, and we 
hope to do even better this year.” 

In fact, when the girls added up the donations on 
the day, standing outside in the cold obviously 
helped, because they hit a new high with a total of 
£711! 



GpQjl Quality 

C^OOdata 

reasonable price 


Fresh Fish Specials Board 
• Meat & Game 
Specials Board 
• Children's Menu 


CROSS INN 

Church Road, Llanblethian, 
Cowbridge CF71 7JF 

01446 772995 

www.crossinn 

cowbridge.com 


Wedding 

Exhibition 

This Sunday... 


H'cddiBgtiliiWtjonat 
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a . 


Sunday 8 January 2012 
11.00am - 4.00pm 



Fantastic competitions available on 
the day including ‘Win a Wedding 
Dress’ and ‘Win £500 worth of 
Wedding Stationery’ and many more. 


Please visit www.etemitywithlove.co.uk for full 
details on the event. If you pre-register online 
the Bride or Groom goes for free!! 
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‘Put Wales on 
the Union flag’ 


W ITH the 
Olympic 
Games less 
than eight months 
away, Welsh ath¬ 
letes will once again 
be representing 
Great Britain with 
no representation 
on the Union Flag. 

The crosses of St 
George of England, St 
Andrew of Scotland 
and St Patrick of 
Ireland are represented 
- but Wales is not. 

It seems that Wales is 
a ‘principality’ that was 
incorporated into 
England in the 1536 Act 
of Union and, therefore, 
is represented by 


England and St George. 

The Wales of 2012, 
however, is a proud 
nation with the Welsh 
Government now able 
to pass laws on Welsh 
affairs. 

Surely it is time that 
we campaign to have 
either the Red Dragon 
or the flag of St David, 
put on the Union flag - 
which will give us pari¬ 
ty with England, 
Scotland and Ireland. 

Thomas Pennant once 
described Caernarvon 
Castle as “The most 
magnificent badge of our 
subjection. ” 

The same can be said 
of the Union flag. 

Tony Leat, 

Barry 


‘It WAS the 


Royal 

I N a letter to The 
GEM, Mr 
Christopher 
Short claimed that 
the author of a pre¬ 
vious article about 
Bloody April 1917 
is in error, as he 
refers to the 
Regiment as the 
Royal Welsh 
Fusiliers. 

Unfortunately, Mr 
Short himself is, at least 
partly, in error. It is the 
case that the regiment 
used the archaic Welch 
but from the late 19th 
century until 1920, the 
army’s official style was 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 

So far as I recall, this 
was the spelling used by 
Frank Richards in his 
memoir of the First 
World War, although I 
understand that the regi¬ 
ment used the older form 


Welsh’ 

unofficially. As the older 
spelling was not restored 
officially until 1921, 
under an Army Order 
made in 1920, the offi¬ 
cial spelling would have 
been in use in 1917 - so 
the writer is quite correct 
to use it. 

There were similar 
changes in spelling of 
the name of the Welch 
Regiment, whose base 
was, of course, Maindy 
Barracks, Cardiff. 

Indeed, the last words 
of one of their officers, 
Capt Mark Haggard (the 
author Rider Haggard’s 
nephew) “Stick It, the 
Welsh'' appeared in gilt 
letters round the clock in 
the barracks. 

I have read that they 
were paid for by Col 
McPherson, who lived in 
what is now Cottrell 
Park Golf Club. 

Gavin Davies, 

Penmark. 


Praise for the 
hospital team 


I WOULD like to 
express my sin¬ 
cere thanks, and 
those of my six 
companions, to 
Kath Goddard and 
her team at the 
Barry Neale and 
Kent Day Hospital 
for an excellent fes¬ 
tive day on 
December 19. 

The dinner was excel¬ 
lent and the entertain¬ 
ment (by the team) was 
great fun, especially 
when a Christmas tree 


and a cracker joined us - 
Matt and Lotty, two 
ambulance drivers - who 
every year make their 
own outfits to entertain 
(last year they were 
snowmen). 

So much is written in 
criticism of nursing stan¬ 
dards, but our day out 
shows the other side of 
the coin. 

Keep it up Barry 
Hospital, you’re great! 

PS - The day ended with 
a gift and Christmas card 
for which we thank you. 
Thelma Richards, 
Barry 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 


PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446)710096 


■ I THE COLUMN YOU WRlfin ■ 

We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. LETTERS 
AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE EULLADDRESS AND A CONTACT TELEPHONE 

I NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

I We will (in certain circumstances) protect a writer *s identity, if requested. Please keep 
1 your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL. 

Regeneration: Where 
is the public's voice? 


I REFER to the 
article, ‘Public 
artwork has its 
place, but there are 
more important 
issues’ (The GEM, 
December 8) that 
put forward the 
views of Mr Paul 
Haley. 

He praised his role 
and that of Pride in 
Barry and condemned 
critics for not fighting to 
get the regeneration 
funds in the first place. 

A more positive 
approach may be to send 
application forms to join 
Pride in Barry, so that 
people are better able to 
participate. 

I have not been a crit¬ 
ic of the bollards in 


I RECENTLY 
attended the 
AGM of the 
popular local walk¬ 
ing charity, 
Valeways, which 
over the years has 
transformed the 
Vale landscape, by 
reinstating and 
improving hun¬ 
dreds of miles of 
neglected footpaths 
and public rights of 
way. 

These improvements 
have been achieved by a 
unique partnership of 
volunteers, council staff 
and landowners and now 
serves as a valuable 
tourist attraction for the 
Vale, as well as a local 
resource for its commu¬ 
nities. 

Valeways has been 
recognised nationally for 
its outstanding achieve¬ 
ments, working in part¬ 
nership rather than 
through confrontation. 

How disappointing it 
was to hear that as a 
result of cutbacks, the 
organisation’s small and 
part-time staff team face 
being laid off, with 
redundancies already 
having been issued to its 
only full time worker. 

For 16 years, 
Valeways has co-ordi¬ 
nated a regular pro¬ 
gramme of led walks for 
a wide mix of people of 
all ages and abilities, at 
a time when we are 
being constantly remind¬ 
ed of the need to get fit¬ 
ter and more active. 


Thompson Street, but I 
strongly believe the pub¬ 
lic have every right to 
challenge spending deci¬ 
sions, without being 
publicly put-down. 

I’ve previously 
expressed concern that 
members of the 
Regeneration Board are 
not accountable to the 
community and that the 
regeneration funding is 
difficult to access with¬ 
out professional and 
technical resources. 

My interest in the 
regeneration scheme was 
driven by public state¬ 
ments during 2010, most 
notably from the 
Minister Jocelyn Davies 
AM who said: “We are 
keen to hear from any¬ 
body with an interest in 
Barry, from local coun- 


All walks have been 
led by trained volun¬ 
teers, but without a core 
staff team to ensure that 
they are supported and 
that the routes are clear 
and fit to walk, these 
opportunities are under 
toeat. 

Furthermore, without 
its many volunteers car¬ 
rying out essential clear¬ 
ance and repairs, the 
hundreds of miles of 
footpaths across the 
county will soon become 
overgrown and difficult 
to walk. 

This will inevitably 
lead to expensive 
enforcement action hav¬ 
ing to be taken by the 
local authority to ensure 
that clearance and 
improvements are car¬ 
ried out, placing addi¬ 
tional workloads upon 
the small farmers who 
are legally responsible 
for the upkeep of these 
routes. 

The public have 
become used to using 
the Vale’s green lung 
and will not accept 
access to the countryside 
once again being lost 
through neglect and 
ignorance. 

It is not too late for 
the local council to sup¬ 
port Valeways, save jobs 
and secure a valuable 
low-cost resource - if it 
acts now. 

I would urge the pub¬ 
lic to contact local coun¬ 
cillors to put forward 
their support before it is 
too late. 

John Cushen, 

Barry Island 


cillors and businesses to 
voluntary organisations 
and members of the pub¬ 
lic, as they are the peo¬ 
ple who know Barry 
best." 

In response to the 
emphasis on public 
involvement, 
FocusBARRY held a 
meeting which included 
a public presentation 
about the scheme. I am 
not aware of any other 
presentation that was 
open to the public. 

I submitted four proj¬ 
ect ideas to a Welsh 
Government official in 
November 2010 and 
again in February 2011, 
but I have never received 
information on whether 
those ideas were projects 
worth taking forward. 

They were about: 

• Major improve¬ 
ments to Hannah Street. 

• The regeneration 
of Cemetery Approach. 

# A community 
focused competition for 
artists to produce a 
sculpture relating to the 
town’s dockland history. 

# A major tourist 
attraction: a quality 


I WOULD like to 
say a personal 
thank you to 
Aberthaw Power 
Station, Rotary Club 
Barry, Western 
Power, and Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 
for their very gener¬ 
ous support for the 
Friends and 
Neighbours 
Christmas party held 
at the Cwm Talwg 
Community Centre. 

Over 50 senior citi¬ 
zens enjoyed a hearty, 
traditional four-course 
Christmas lunch.The 
Cadets of 372 Squadron 
helped serve the meal, 
as well as chatting to 
them whilst serving 
them a glass of sherry or 
wine with their meal. 
The Changing Scene 


water mirror for Barry 
Island. 

I still believe these 
ideas would have made 
excellent regeneration 
projects, certainly supe¬ 
rior to several already 
approved. 

Following public con¬ 
cern, my wife submitted 
a Freedom of 
Information request as 
overall project informa¬ 
tion was difficult to 
piece together. 

The response received 
is summarised below: 

• 27 projects 
totalling £5,427,650. 

• 21 of those grants 
awarded to the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council, 
making up 90.9 per cent 
of the total money allo¬ 
cated. 

• Three awards to 
Newydd Housing 
Association - 6.4 per 
cent of the finance. 

Interestingly, there do 
not appear to be any 
projects approved which 
were sponsored by mem¬ 
bers of the public. 
Dennis Harkus, Barry, 
(FocusBARRY 
supporter). 


Theatre Company put on 
a show which amazed 
everyone, as they 
danced, sang and had 
the audience joining in 
well known lyrics from 
the musicals. 

Everyone received 
Christmas gifts and 
exchanged cards with 
friends they had made 
since joining the group. 

Also thanks to 
Marlene for the deli¬ 
cious mince pies and to 
Gary, Jen, CMs, Gail 
and Joyce, who give 
their time throughout the 
year to make the club a 
success. 

We wish all club 
members and helpers a 
prosperous and happy 
New Year. 

Gay Eifleld. Barry 
(Secretary, Friends and 
Neighbours). 


CALLOUS 

THIEVES 

W ITH reference to the recent cable 
theft at Llandough Hospital - this 
is disgusting, how callous can they 
get? Thesepeople have NO respect for 
human life at all. 

To me, the culprits should be charged with 
attempted manslaughter. Surely local scrap 
dealers will know something? 

Alex Campbell 
Barry 


‘Support Valeways 
before it is too late’ 


Elderly party: 

‘THANK YOU’ 


BOLLARDS, OR 
NO BOLLARDS? 

- that is the question 


S O MUCH type 
space, so much 
controversy, 
over the artworks 
in Thompson 
Street, Barry (The 
GEM: December 8 
and earlier). 

By contrast, three art¬ 
works by our own coun¬ 
cil receive no mention 
whatsoever. 

I refer to the three 
4ft-high tree stumps, in 
their naked splendour, 
outside the Court 
Road/Holton Road car 
park. Artistic they are 
not; an eye sore they 
certainly are. 

Why not engage who¬ 


ever splendidly carved 
the face on the small 
stump alongside Jenner 
Park, on Gladstone 
Road? 

He or she did an 
excellent job - and I 
assume it cost no money 
whatsoever. Am I cor¬ 
rect? 

As a former 

Governor, over 25 years, 
of two art colleges 
(Cardiff, now part of 
Cardiff Metropolitan 
University; and 
Hereford), I am in 
favour of public art. 

The more the better, 
and if provided free, so 
much the better, too. 
Christopher Short, 
Barry. 


‘Better to have street 
art, than no funding’ 


O N the sub¬ 
ject of the 
bollards in 
Thompson Street, 
Barry, let’s come 
down from ‘Planet 
Fantasy’. 

“The end justifies the 
means" - Machiavelli 
was a very wise man. 

If a condition of much 
needed grant funding to 
regenerate this town is to 
spend a significant pro¬ 
portion of that funding 
on art, let’s go for it. 

Better to spend a pro¬ 
portion of much needed 
funding on street art than 
not get the funding at 
all. 

Okay, so some people 
don’t like the Thompson 
Street bollards - what is 
art? It is purely a subjec¬ 
tive judgement. There 
are as many people who 
think Picasso’s work is 
rubbish as there are who 
think it’s wonderful. 

I was fortunate recent¬ 
ly to spend some time in 
Vancouver, Canada. It is 
a condition of planning 
consent there that every 


high rise building has a 
‘greenspace’ that is 
accessible, has grass, 
shrubs, flowers, water 
and art. 

The ‘art’ is an eclec¬ 
tic mix from building to 
building. It goes from 
the sublime to the hilari¬ 
ous, to the ridiculous. It 
is that variety that makes 
it such a joy to walk 
around - and it makes 
Vancouver one of the 
great cities of the world. 

It is something of a 
bone of contention that 
Barry misses out of 
much needed funding 
because it is within the 
‘comparatively’ wealthi¬ 
er Vale. 

That makes those 
‘bollards’ vitally impor¬ 
tant to trade and prosper¬ 
ity here. Now all the 
wealthy horsey set in the 
Vale can give Cowbridge 
a miss and come to 
Barry to do their shop¬ 
ping, knowing there is a 
facility for them - some¬ 
thing they can hitch their 
horses to! 

David Alexander, 

Barry Island. 


Email your views and/or 
news to: 

gemeditorial 
©tindlenews. co. uk 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL JANUARY 12) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

05 Thur 

06.50 

9.6 

19.19 

9.3 

06 Fri 

07.34 

9.6 

19.47 

9.4 

07 Sat 

08.11 

9.7 

20.26 

9.4 

08 Sun 

08.44 

9.5 

21.00 

9.1 

09 Mon 

09.16 

9.3 

21.31 

8.8 

10 Tues 

09.51 

9.0 

22.02 

8.5 

11 Wed 

10.24 

8.7 

22.42 

8.1 

12 Thur 

11.05 

8.2 

23.22 

7.8 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


E-Mail Contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk • gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk • Tel 01446 774484 
Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF717EL. Printed by NWN Ltd. 
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CHILDREN’S MUSICAL TREAT FOR ELDERLY 



Local school 
choir entertains 
community 



Brothers Rhys and loan Wardaugh perform a harp duet. 


Nursery children's 
special festive concert 



Children at Cowbridge’s Fun Foundations 
Day Nursery enjoy the festivities. 


FUN Foundations 
Day Nursery got 
into the festive spir¬ 
it with a Christmas 
concert. 

The children cele¬ 
brated by performing a 
medley of Christmas 
songs for their proud 
families and friends. 

A nursery spokes¬ 
woman said: “They 


sang with such gusto 
that Father Christmas 
heard and paid a spe¬ 
cial visit, bringing the 
children surprise 
treats! 

“Staff and parents 
were so proud of the 
children...they really 
did sing their hearts 
out, a wonderful time 
was had by all!” 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home! 
Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. \ 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 


£10,141 

for Poppy 
Appeal 

YOU recently reported 
the result of the street 
collection (£7,330) for 
the Poppy Appeal. 

Since then, I have 
received payments for 
wreaths, the 
Remembrance Sunday 
Holy Cross Church col¬ 
lection and donations - 
which bring the total 
raised to date for the 
2011 Poppy Appeal in 
Cowbridge and District 
to £10,141. 

Ifeel sure your read¬ 
ers will be interested to 
learn of this outcome 
and, on behalf of the 
Royal British Legion, 1 
should like to thank all 
those involved. 

Len Taylor, 

(Poppy Appeal 
organiser) 


Chris and Lesley Hill entertain the crowd with 
a selection of acoustic songs. 


THE senior mem¬ 
bers of the Llangan 
and St Maty Hill 
community were in 
for a special treat at 
their annual 
Christmas supper 
held in the village 
hall on Saturday, 
November 26. 

The hall committee 
had invited the Llangan 
Primary School choir, 
accompanied by 
Headteacher Mrs Mary 
Noyes on keyboard, to 
perform for their guests. 
The choir delighted 
their audience with their 


singing, after brothers 
Rhys and loan 
Wardaugh of Llangan 
Primary and Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
respectively, opened the 
evening with an impres¬ 
sive harp duet. 

The second part of 
the evening’s entertain¬ 
ment was provided by 
Chris and Lesley Hill 
with an acoustic set of 
folk songs. 

“The hall committee 
would like to thank 
everyone involved fot 
making the evening a 
success, ” a spokesper¬ 
son said. 


Abandoned 
rabbits rescued 
at roadside 


TWO rabbits were 
found abandoned in 
Cowbridge just 
before Christmas - 
and the RSPCA 
believes they were 
probably family 
pets. 

The animal welfare 
organisation insisted 
there was no excuse for 
abandoning the animals. 

The two female rab¬ 
bits, one brown and one 
black, were found by two 
people at the side of a 
road on December 13. 
There was a cage nearby. 

The RSPCA said they 
appeared to be in good 
health, although they 
were thirsty. 

RSPCA animal collec¬ 
tion officer Fiona 
Jackson said: “It breaks 
my heart that people 
could cast out what were 
probably once their fami¬ 
ly pets. In this case, it 
may well have been for 
financial reasons just 
before Christmas. 

“There is no excuse 
for abandoning an ani¬ 
mal. If you really feel 
that you can no longer 
look after a pet, you can 
seek advice from an ani¬ 
mal welfare organisa¬ 
tion.” 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion about the rabbits is 
urged to contact the 
RSPCA cruelty and 

information line on 
0300 1234 999. Calls 
will be treated in confi¬ 
dence. 


Ancient woodland 
gets visitor-friendly 
makeover at Hensol 


FORESTERS have turned 
adversity to their advantage by 
improving public facilities in 
an ancient woodland that was 
afflicted by a deadly tree dis¬ 
ease. 

Forestry Commission Wales seized 
the moment after trees in Hensol 
Wood, near Cowbridge, became 
infected by Ramorum disease in larch 
and had to be felled in an effort to stop 
the disease from spreading. 

A spokesperson explained that the 
forest is one of several sites in south 
Wales where Ramorum disease in 
larch - a fungus-like pathogen that 
kills many of the trees it infects - was 
found in 2010. 

“Forestry Commission Wales was 
forced to take decisive action to try to 
contain the fast-spreading disease, 
which is not harmful to people or ani¬ 
mals - and now visitors to the pictur¬ 
esque woodland are set to reap the 
benefits.” 

Most of the timber from the infect¬ 
ed trees had been removed to be used 
for biofuel and access restrictions 
imposed in areas where trees were 
being felled had now been lifted. 

Footpaths and trails within the 
woodland have been opened up, a 
horse stepover has been upgraded and 
woodland barbecues which had fallen 
into disrepair have been rebuilt in 
preparation for the spring. 

Greg Jones, Forestry Commission 
Wales local area manager, comment¬ 
ed: “Hensol is a popular place for 
recreation and, in working to bring the 
tree disease under control, we have 




ABOVE: The lop-eared rabbits are now 
safe after being 

rescued from the roadside in Cowbridge. 


One of the paths that have been 
opened up in Hensol Wood. 
taken the opportunity to make the 
woodland more inviting. 

“The landscape around the car park 
has altered dramatically since the 
felling and will be left to regenerate 
naturally with native trees, as well as 
being restocked with a greater diversi¬ 
ty of tree species.” 

However, Forestry Commission 
Wales is monitoring the area for fur¬ 
ther infection and visitors are being 
asked to continue to observe simple 
biosecurity precautions to avoid inad¬ 
vertently spreading the disease. 

Graham Woosnam, footpath officer 
for the Vale of Glamorgan Ramblers, 
said: “Hensol Forest has been a haven 
for us for many years. Now, with 
improved car parks, wide avenues to 
walk in and more footpaths opened up, 
access is easier than ever. 

“The appearance of the forest has 
been enhanced by the replacement of 
some of the conifers with more attrac¬ 
tive native trees and, in some places, 
the felling of conifers has opened up 
fine views of, for example, the Garth 
and Llantrisant.” 


BRIDGE IN 
COWBRIDGE 


RECENT results 
from bridge clubs in 
the Cowbridge area 
were as follows: 

Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridge Club, party night, 
December 19 - First, 
Bill Turner and Steve 
Burgoyne with 60 per 
cent; second, Barbara 
Easterbrook and 

Margaret Bancroft 
(57.90); third, Mary 
Moore and John Beard 
(57.40); fourth, Mari 
Jones and Teri Pollard 
(57.35). 

Unfortunately, in the 
festive season only 12 
pairs took part and 
enjoyed the refreshments 
supplied. 

Prizes were awarded 
to the first three winning 
pairs. 

Next Monday, the win¬ 
ter BGB simultaneous 
pairs event will be held 
and all club members’ 
entry will be £3 (visitors 
£6). 

Cowbridge and 
District Bridge Club, 


December 20. 

Club night - first, 
Helen and Mike Ruttley 
(59.52 per cent); second, 
Pam Higgs and Brenda 
Grove (58.73); third, 
Barbara and Colin 
Easterbrook (57.54); 
fourth, Mary Thomas 
and Dennis Barker 
(56.35); fifth, Hugh 
Williams and Gordon 
Berrey (53.17); sixth, 
Mary Wallis and Myrtle 
Hansard (52.38). 

A meeting was held 
on Tuesday, December 
27, but no doubt due to 
the festive season, only 
four pairs turned up and 
a teams match was 
arranged by our tourna¬ 
ment director, David 
Wright, which resulted in 
an honourable draw! 

We wish all 
Cowbridge and District 
Bridge players a very 
happy and prosperous 
new year, and also thank 
The GEM for its help in 
2011. BS 


CHORAL SOCIETY 

COWBRIDGE Choral Society is currently 
rehearsing for a joint concert with Pontypridd 
Choral Society on April 28. 

The works being performed are Rossini Stabat 
Mater and Mozart Requiem. Anyone wishing to take 
part is invited to weekly rehearsals on Thursday 
evenings in the United Free Church Cowbridge 
(opposite the Police Station) from 7.30pm until 
9.30pm. 


Your local quality care home 

Milsom House 

Residential & Nursing Home 

• St Athan • 

Manager Gillian Allison 

Telephone 01446 750166 

I www.milsomhouse.co.uk 
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Landmark Vale 
building is put 
on the market 


OFFERS are being invited for 
the former Vale Magistrates 
Court, which officially closed 
on December 16. 

Situated on the recently up-grad¬ 
ed Thompson Street, Barry, one 
councillor told The GEM he hoped 
that it would not become a site for 
more housing 

Chris Elmore, who represents the 
Castleland ward on the Vale 
Council, said: “The building is now 
up for sale and 1, along with my 
ward colleague, Coun Pamela 
Drake, and many of the residents in 
the area, are fearful that the site will 
be sold for housing. 

“1 would much rather the site be 
used as a community facility or 
something to increase the amount of 
shops for the town.” 

Once the closure of the court was 
confirmed last year, some people 
contacted The GEM hoping that it 
would be used as a local arts centre 
and cinema - another suggestion 
was that it could transformed into a 
shopping arcade. 

Her Majesty’s Courts & 
Tribunals Service is marketing the 
property and emphasises in the 
property details that it could fulfill a 
number of functions. 

The service says: “There is a good 
opportunity to transform this under¬ 
utilised site through redevelopment 
for a potential range of uses such as 



by TIM CHAPMAN 


residential, retail, cafes, bars and 
restaurants, a hotel and offices. 

“A mixed use redevelopment is 
likely to be favoured by the local 
planning authority.” 

Coun Elmore said he deplored the 
closure of the court. 

“I still genuinely believe that the 
wrong decision has been taken by 
the UK Government and I hope 
eventually they will realise the mis¬ 
take they have made.” 

The local AM, Jane Hutt, attend¬ 
ed a closing ceremony at the court on 
December 16, before it sat for the 
last time. 

She said: “I paid tribute to the 
work of the court, which has dealt 
with nearly two million cases over 
the past 36 years, as one of the high¬ 
est performing courts in the coun¬ 
try.” 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(LLANBLETHIAN PUBLIC FOOTPATH 
Nos. 17B, 18,19A and 20) 
(TEMPORARY CLOSURE) ORDER 2011 

On the 29th December 2011 the Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise 
of its powers under Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984 (as amended), made an Order the general effect of which is as 
described in the schedules below: 

The Order will come into force on 8th January 2012 and will be known 
as "The Vale of Glamorgan Council (Llanblethian Public Footpath Nos 
17B, 18, 19A and 20) (Temporary Closure) Order 2011. 

If you wish to question the validity of the Order or any provisions con¬ 
tained therein on the grounds that they are not within the powers con¬ 
ferred by the above Act or on the grounds that any requirement of the 
same or that any instrument made under it has not been complied with 
in relation to the Order, you may within six weeks from the 8th January 
2012 apply to the High Court for this purpose. 

SCHEDULE 1 


1. No person shall proceed on foot in the locations specified in Schedule 
2 below. 

SCHEDULE 2 


Location Llanblethian Public Footpath No 17b closed from its 

junction with Millfield Drive in a generally northeasterly 
direction to where it meets footpath Llanblethian No 25. 

Location Llanblethian Public Footpath No. 18 closed throughout its 
length, this footpath extends from the footpath known as 
Llanblethian No 17b in a generally northwesterly direction 
to where it to meet footpaths known as Llanblethian No’s 
19a&20. 

Location Llanblethian Public Footpath No. 19A closed from the rear 
of the Town Hall car park (to the rear of number 37 
Middlegate Court), in a generally northeasterly direction to 
its junction with footpaths Llanblethian No’s 18 & 20. 

Location Llanblethian Public Footpath No. 20 closed throughout its 
length 

Ait. Route Diversions for this closure will be in a generally 

southwesterly direction along the remaining open section 
of footpath Llanblethian No 19a adjacent to the town hall 
car park, then in a generally southerly direction along 
Town Hall Square, then in a generally southeasterly 
direction along High Street and Eastgate, then in a 
northeasterly direction along Aberthin Road to where the 
road meets footpath Llanblethian No 25, then along foot 
path Llanblethian No 25 to its junction with footpath 
Llanblethian No 17b, and visa-versa. 

Reason To allow improvement works to the footpaths 

Duration From 00.01 hrs on Sunday 8th January 2012, for a 

maximum period of six months or completion of works, 
whichever is sooner. 


Signing Appropriate temporary signing will 
indicate the alternative route. 

Dated this 5th day of January 2012 _ 

M. Punter, J 

Head of Visible Services, Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA. 


Carol singers bring spirit 
of Christmas to Cowbridge 


Pictures by 

MIKE WILCOCK 

LOCAL churches arranged a traditional 
festive event - and carols rang out in many 
parts of Cowbridge as a result. 

On December 22, a crowd of around 100 people 
gathered in St Quentin’s Castle to celebrate 
Christmas. 

The Rev Heather Weddell told The GEM: “They 
had first gathered in the cattle market and then the 
procession made its way by lamplight to sing at 
Southways and in Mill Park. 

“Then, they walked through the muddy fields, 
simulating the walk of Mary and Joseph and of the 
shepherds to arrive at the castle - where the story 
was read and carols sung, before the singers 
enjoyed a warm drink by the light of torch and bra¬ 
zier. 

“Thanks to the RAF St Athan Voluntary Band, 
who kept everyone in tune and provided some joy¬ 
ful and jolly accompaniment to a very special com¬ 
munity event organised by Churches Together in 
Cowbridge. This year’s event will be on December 
22, ” she added. 





Local man’s OBE 


(CONTINUED 
EROM PAGE 1) 

He has also worked as an advisor to 
the Welsh Government in Cardiff Bay. 

In Cowbridge, he is perhaps best 
known for his involvement in Stuart’s 
Campaign, the group of parents, in the 
main from Ystradowen, who came 
together after 12-year-old Stuart 
Cunningham-Jones, a pupil at 
Cowbridge Comprehensive, died in a 
school bus crash in December 2002. 

Dr Howard chaired that group and, 
after a long and determined campaign, 
changes have been made to the law 
governing school buses. 

Dr Howard said that the tragedy still 
affected everyone in the village, but 
that the community had been able to 
channel its grief into something good. 

At Lewis School, he was involved 
in another campaign - one aimed at 
getting new buildings that secured its 


future. He told The GEM: “I told no 
one about the possibility that I might 
receive this honour - apart from Keris, 
because she opens the mail. 

“You are asked if you would accept, 
but I only knew for certain when the 
list was announced.” 

He reflected: “It has been a great 
experience working at Lewis School, 
and I am still enjoying it. 

“When the time comes to leave, I 
would miss working with the adults, 
and definitely miss the pupils. 

“I would miss the levelling effect 
you get when you mix with young 
people - particularly because of their 
sense of humour.” 

He added: “Young people get a bad 
press sometimes, but I have a very 
high opinion of those that I know. 

“It’s the reason why I have always 
enjoyed teaching.” 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
&STMABYHILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “T^newydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Celebrations 

TREOES and Llangan community halls were the 
venue for New Year celebrations and I under¬ 
stand both were well attended, although numbers 
were affected due to the ban on young children 
accompanying their parents. 

Young at Heart Club, Treoes 
Club meetings will resume today (Thursday, 
January 5) at 1pm. New members will be wel¬ 
comed. 

Llangan Primary School 
WORK has been carried out on the roof of the 
‘spare class room’ during the Christmas holidays. 
Saron Vestry Club 

MEETINGS will resume on January 11 at 7pm. A 
warm welcome to new members. 

A very happy New Year to readers of my column. 
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TREK AND CLIMB IN AID OF ALZHEIMER’S. 

Local student Nick’s 
New Year resolution... 

to conquer Kilimanjaro! 


A 22-year-old stu¬ 
dent from Dinas 
Powys is to climb 
Africa’s highest 
mountain in 
February - to raise 
money for the 
Alzheimer’s 
Society. 

Nick Smith will be 
the only Welshman in a 
band of 24 people aim¬ 
ing to conquer the 5,896 
metres of Kilimanjaro 
for the Alzheimer’s 
Society and Alzheimer’s 
Scotland. 

Nick told The GEM: 
“My fundraising will 
aim to help sufferers and 
their families live better 
with dementia by help¬ 
ing to fund new 
research, provide 
dementia support profes¬ 
sionals to help those liv¬ 
ing with the condition 
and a Dementia 
Community Roadshow 
that will travel around 
the UK raising aware¬ 
ness of the condition. 

“The roadshow will 
also encourage people 
worried about their 
memory to visit their 
GP.” 

Kilimanjaro is a dor¬ 
mant volcano located in 



Fesco Charity, 


one of Tanzania’s 
national parks. 

Nick explained that he 
had personal reasons for 
wanting to make the 
trek. 

“This charity is very = 
important to me because 
two of my relatives have 
suffered from this dis¬ 
tressing and debilitating 
disease. 

“I have witnessed the 
effect that Al z heimer’s 
has, not just on the suf¬ 
ferer, but also their fami¬ 
ly, carers and friends. 

“Each step I take up 
Kilimanjaro will act as a 
huge morale booster as I 
will know that I will be 
helping more people live 
well with dementia..” 

You can donate 
donate by visiting 
http: //WWW. just giving, co 
m/NickTrekKil imanja ro 


ABOVE: Nick will be the only Welshman in a group of 
24 people who will be climbing Mount Kilimanjaro in February. 


wing 


Akheimer's 
Society, 
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Alzheimer Scotland 
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ST DAVID’S MUSICAL EXTRAVAGANZA! 


THE pupils at St David's Church in Wales 
Primary School, Colwinston, have 
been very busy lately taking part in various musi¬ 
cal activities. 

Year 3 and 4 children went to Sophia Gardens 
to watch the BBC National Orchestra of Wales. 
The concert was presented by conductor Grant 
Llewellyn and musician Andy Pidcock. 

‘‘It was amazing to see so many instruments in 
the orchestra!” said Ben, year -4. 


The school choir visited Bro Radio down at 
The Hub, Barry. Bro Radio presenter AJ took the 
children on a tour of the radio station and after 
lunch the choir sang ‘Carol Y Lliwiau ’ live on the 
radio. “We all enjoyed the experience and want 
to do it again!” reported Honor, year-6. 

The school choir had also opened the 
Christmas fair in the village hall. 

“Opening the fair was amazing!” said 
Lowenna, year-4. 


John’s retirement 
gift has a special 
place in his heart! 


A £1,000 donation 
is on its way to 
LATCH, the Welsh 
children’s cancer 
charity, to mark 
the retirement of 
Vale mobile library 
driver, John Jones. 

Vale Council library 
staff raised the money 
to mark the end of 
John’s 25-year career 
driving the mobile 
library - first with 
South Glamorgan 
County Council, then 
with the Vale. 

John said: “My 
nine-year-old grand¬ 
daughter, Ellie, has a 
rare form of liver can¬ 
cer and has been in 
and out of hospital all 
year. LATCH has been 
a great support to the 
family. 

“I didn’t want any 
fuss over my retire¬ 
ment, but the library 
staff came up with the 
lovely gesture of rais¬ 
ing funds for the char¬ 
ity. I am very pleased 
with the response!” 

Chief librarian, 

Sian Jones, presented 
John with the cheque 
for LATCH, and said: 
“John has provided an 
excellent service to 
residents for an 
impressive 25 years. 
We have recently 
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John Jones and his 
sister Alison 
Singleton with the 
£1,000 cheque for 
LATCH. 

received a letter from 
a resident, praising his 
unfailing good humour 
and years of diligent 
service. 

“I can remember 
the day he joined the 
library service and we 
are sorry to see him 
go, but we wish him a 
very happy retire¬ 
ment.” 

The library staff 
raised the cash by 
holding a ‘panto day’, 
and dressing up as 
characters from pan¬ 
tomime and children’s 
storybooks. They also 
sold cakes and other 
refreshments. 


USA 

PARTY 

TIME! 

ON December 14, 
Cowbridge USA held a 
Christmas 
concert/sketches/party 
at the Market Theatre, 
which was well attend¬ 
ed and very enjoyable. 

Of particular note, 
were the minee pies 
and mulled wine whieh 
went down very well! 

On January 14, there 
will be a talk on the 
Bridgend Arsenal at the 
Cowbridge Rugby 
Club at 2pm - speaker 
Mike Clubb. TB 


MASSIVE SAVINGS 

IN tVHRY DHPARTMENT! 


OPEN FOR OUR 

BIGGEST 

FURNITURE 

SALE 

EVER! 

Out business is constantly evolving with new 
fumituiv galleries, displays and ranges completing 
the first phase of our stoic icfuibishmcnt 



































6 - THE GEM 


www,facebook.com/semnews • www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, January 5th, 2012 



St Andrews School singers were 
in fine voice at coffee morning 


CHOIR PERFORM FOR DINAS 
POWYS VOLUNTARY CONCERN 


ABOVE: The St Andrew’s school choir with Coun Chris Williams, chair of Dinas Powys Community Council. 


THE final social 
event of the year 
for Dinas Powys 
Voluntary Concern 
was a coffee morn¬ 
ing. 

Although not prima¬ 
rily a fundraiser, the 
event raised £280, 
which will assist the 
charity in helping the 
elderly and vulnerable. 


Mr John Fanshaw, 
chairman of DPVC, 
welcomed everyone to 
the event, including 
Coun Chris Williams, 
chair of Dinas Powys 
Community Council. 

He also thanked the 
Head, Mrs Sue Jordan, 
and the school staff for 
bringing the marvellous 
St Andrews School 
choir - all 60 of them - 


to entertain. 

He was “delighted” 
that a member of the 
National Assembly was 
present, Jane Huh, AM 
for the Vale. 

He added: “The 
main reason for this 
coffee morning is not 
to sell things and raffle 
tickets, but to give you, 
our supporters, a 
chance to meet and talk 


to friends old and new 
and for us to thank you 
for your help, support 
and kindness over the 
past year. 

“We appreciate the 
support and goodwill 
that DPVC does 
receive from our 
Assembly Members, 
and from both the Vale 
Council and our Dinas 
Powys Community 
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PREMIUM QUALITY BRANDS AT 
THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 

I Two floors with a comprehensive display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers. Range Cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 


m SHARP LC-42 CT2E 
• Full HD, LCD, 42” 

O 

O 

f To Clear £499.99 
I Lowest UK Price 


SAL£ NOW ON 

Clearance of stock 
to make way 
for new lines 


Discounts for the over 60s on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

Please ask in-store 


3a tynewydd road, 
KING square, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & snowroonr 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.1stchoicetrade.co.uk 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


OPEN: 
Monday- 
Saturday 
9am -5.30pm 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG < 


Council. 

“This support is not 
only financial (though 
wc could do with 
more!) but practical, as 
can be seen by your 
presence here today 
and by the fact that 
Vale and community 
councillors are here 
helping to run this cof¬ 
fee morning and take 
an active role all year 
in this organisation. 

“So, please, if you, 
or if you know of any¬ 


one in our community 
who does need support 
in any way, remember 
that DPVC is there as a 
first port of call - and 
you will be sure that 
whoever contacts us 
will receive a warm 
and sympathetic wel¬ 
come.” 

Contact Murchfield 
Community Hall 
Sunny croft Lane; call 
02920 513700, or 
email dpvc@btinter- 
net.com 


The first 
Minister’s 
message to 
the troops 


A special festive mes¬ 
sage from the First 
Minister of Wales, 
Carwyn Jones AM, 
was broadcast on 
Christmas Day to 
members of the UK 
Armed Forces serv¬ 
ing around the world. 

In the message, 
recorded for the British 
Forces Broadcasting 
Service (BFBS) the First 
Minister thanked those 
serving for their work, 
and recognised the 
unique pressures they 
work under. 

The broadcast went 
out to Service people 
based in the Falklands 
Islands, Cyprus, 
Germany, Brunei and 
Afghanistan. 

The First Minister 
said: 

“In Wales we want to 
demonstrate our grati¬ 
tude for the work being 
done by the Armed 
Forces by improving the 
support we provide to 
the Armed Forces com¬ 
munity. 

“The Welsh 

Government is increas¬ 
ing the support we pro¬ 
vide to those currently 
serving and veterans in 
key areas including 
healthcare, housing and 
education. 

“I want to make sure 
serving personnel, as 
well as their families, 
have all the help avail¬ 


able and suffer no dis¬ 
advantage - at the end 
of the day the Armed 
Forces deserve nothing 
less. 

“We know that 
Christmas is a time for 
family and loved ones, a 
time for us to be togeth¬ 
er, to enjoy each other’s 
company. 

“For the Armed 
Forces this time of year 
is especially challeng¬ 
ing, particularly for 
those of you out there on 
operations across the 
world. 

“The demands placed 
on you and your fami¬ 
lies are unique - the 
very nature of your work 
is different to anything 
else other people would 
have experience of. 

“The personal sacri¬ 
fices each of you has to 
endure every day are 
valued by all of us who 
recognise the stresses 
and pressures you and 
your families bear. 

“This is certainly the 
case at this time of year 
when many of you will 
be on active duty 
throughout the world. 

“So I want to send 
my thoughts and prayers 
to you all on behalf of 
the people of Wales. 

“I wish you all a 
Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year and 
send a heartfelt thanks 
to you for all you do. ” 


Big-hearted residents in the Vale 
give an extra gift for Christmas 


SANTA’S little 
helpers were busier 
than ever collecting 
presents for chil¬ 
dren and young 
people who might 
otherwise receive 
little or nothing for 
Christmas. 

The Vale Council’s 
children’s services team 
had been working with 
the Coastlands Family 
Church to provide toys 
and other gifts to local 
children and young 
people in need, in the 
‘Big Wrap’ appeal. 

Despite current 
financial pressures, the 
generosity of the people 
of the Vale resulted in 
bumper donations this 
year; with an increase 
of 44 per cent on last 
year. 

Big Wrap coordina¬ 
tor, Susan Lloyd-Selby, 
said: “This year, we’ve 
been able to support 
180 children and young 
people and have given 
around 70 hampers, 
which will provide food 
for 120 people. 

“People have been 
more generous than 
ever before. We were 
expecting, in the current 
tough economic cli¬ 
mate, that we would 
struggle this year. The 
opposite has been the 
case.” 

Vale Foodbank pro¬ 


vided the lion’s share of 
food for this year’s 
hampers and treats and 
donations at the coun¬ 
cil’s civic offices have 
been outstripping 
expectations, in terms 
of quality and quantity. 

Families and young 
people referred by the 
Vale Council’s social 
services department for 
help by the Big Wrap 


appeal come from low- 
income homes, are 
leaving care or have the 
added cost of support¬ 
ing a child with special 
needs. 

“We deal with a sig¬ 
nificant number of peo¬ 
ple, who live on their 
own,” added Mrs 
Selby-Lloyd. 

“They often don’t 
get much support from 


their families. We deal 
with everything from 
new born babies to 20- 
year-olds.” 

Hockey team The 
Cardiff Devils also lent 
their support to this 
year’s appeal, by taking 
30 children from the 
Vale on a day out. 


GEM READER’S VIEW 


Satisfaction survey 
doesn’t tell true story 


O n New Year’s Eve, I 
was sitting in my 
favourite chair, enjoy¬ 
ing the spoils of the festive 
season, when a lady came 
knocking at my door. 

She was out looking for people to 
take part in a satisfaction survey, on 
behalf of The Vale Council. 

I suspected that this was the usual 
bi-annual survey which miraculously 
finds a 96 per cent level of satisfac¬ 
tion, in reference to the so-called pro¬ 
fessional efforts of the Vale Council, 
at a cost no doubt, of many thousands 
of pounds that would doubtless be 
better spent on helping those in gen¬ 
uine need. 

Why can’t these brave and super- 
efficient councillors stand on Kings 
Square and ask people what they real¬ 
ly feel about the council’s efforts in 
our town? 

I guess they would certainly get a 


clear answer, but I think they would 
be ashamed to boast about it. 

Looking back on the criteria from 
the last survey, it appears they did not 
include the ‘don’t knows’. 

What total nonsense indeed: I 
refused to participate, due to my total 
disgust with their current results, and I 
suspect that this will also be the reac¬ 
tion from most people. 

No doubt for the benefit of their 
records, I will also be cast as a ‘don’t 
know’ .Perhaps then by hiding certain 
facts this enables them to achieve 
such a high percentage, as is evident 
from their last satisfaction survey. 

The clear way forward is to have a 
dis-satisfaction survey - but they 
would probably run out of question¬ 
naires within the first couple of hours 
of the start of such a realistic survey. 
Barrie Evans 
Barry First 
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Casa conservatory 
complete from 

£ 9,995 

plus FREE extras 


Ask about 
affordable 
finance from 

7 

/ •Tapr 

REPRESENTATIVE' 



1 KBd 

FREE 

FREE 

FREE UPGRADE 

panel heater 

electrics 

to 'A' rated glass 


Casa Conservatory 

Edwardian styia 3nTx3m consorvatory in whrto, including planning, full ba$« and framo installation. 


360^ 

COMHITE 


► CHOICE 

► F«E£ DESIGN 

► FREE PLANNING 

► INSTALLATION 



Fully 

fitted from 

£995 


FREE 

door 

knocker 



*A' rated 
glass as 
standard 


FREE 

bevels. 

Oeorgwi bars or 
in 

fnnighU 


Composite Doors 

From uf bacA doors in a choice of colours and finishes, complete with 
high sectrify features. 


uPVC Windows 

Choose from a wide range of sUet. styles and finishes to sial 
•very property. 


Arrange your design appointment at leekes.co.uk/quote or call 0845 050 8240 

Uantrisant, Cowbridge Road, Pontyclun. CF72 8XU 


Leekes 

Ycxj're home 


I Furniture ■ Beds ■ Carpets ■ Interior Design ■ Sound Br Vision ■ Conservatories. Windows B Doors 
I Kitchens ■ Accessories ■ Batfwooms ■ Leisure clothing ■ Home Textiles ■ Fire Studio 


rnaoce b tubftct to itasie. ccndbOM apply. *0% APe lttpfeMfMd«e kcerest Vet c^edh b ava4a6b lor a IlmM ptdod only evil iBovvy 2012 
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Exotic lizard is 
deUnitely not a 
native of Barry! 



Above: The young iguana, being held in 
the hand of an RSPCA officer. 


THE RSPCA 
recently attended 
one of the more 
unusual call-outs, in 
which a member of 
the public had res¬ 
cued a young igua¬ 
na that was found 
by the side of the 
beach in Barry 
Island. 

The green iguana 

measures about 10” 
from head to tail and 
appears to have lost part 
of its tail previously, 
which is now growing 
back. 

A member of the pub¬ 
lic originally spotted the 
animal near the beach 
two months ago and was 
caring for it at his home 
while trying to find a 
specialist exotic carer. 

Adverts and posters 
had been placed, asking 
for the owner to come 
forward, but so far there 
has been no response. 

RSPCA animal wel¬ 
fare officer Paula Milton 
said: 

“Although we cannot 
be sure what has hap¬ 
pened to this little chap, 
there is never any excuse 
for abandoning an ani¬ 
mal. 

“It is highly unlikely 
the iguana has escaped 
and strayed as they 


would normally be kept 
in a vivarium, similar to 
a large tank. 

“When keeping a 
non-domestic or exotic 
animal as a pet, even for 
a short period of time, 
you should think careful¬ 
ly about how you are 
going to meet the needs 
of these animals under 
the Animal Welfare Act. 

“These needs are just 
the same as they would 
be in the wild, and so 
often are based on a spe¬ 
cialist environment, diet 
or a particular behav¬ 
iour. 


“For example, igua¬ 
nas need UV light and a 
specific range of temper¬ 
atures, much warmer 
than those of a British 
winter to stay healthy. ” 
Anyone with infor¬ 
mation about the igua¬ 
na is urged to contact 
the RSPCA cruelty and 
information line on 
0300 1234 999. 

Calls will be treated 
in confidence. 

If you feel that you 
can no longer look after 
a pet, you can seek 
advice from an animal 
welfare organisation. 


"We owe it to our young people to 
give them the best start in 2012’ 


I AM pleased the 
Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr 
Rowan Williams, 
chose to focus his 
new year message 
on the needs of 
young people, pro¬ 
moting their 
opportunities and 
interests in a chal¬ 
lenging world. 

He said that... “a 
good new year ’5 resolu¬ 
tion might be to think 
what you can do locally 
to support facilities for 
young people.” 

As an Assembly 
Member and Minister in 
the Welsh Government, 
this is a call for action 
that I welcome. It 
accords with our priori¬ 
ties to safeguard local 
services, which can pro¬ 
vide opportunities and 


outlets for young people 
to engage, motivate and 
inspire them. 

Of course, we need to 
ensure that our commit¬ 
ment to education is the 
over-riding priority, 
improving our invest¬ 
ment in schools, as we 
are doing in our Welsh 
Government Budget 
with additional funding 
allocated to schools 
according to the num¬ 
bers of pupils eligible 
for free school meals - 
the pupil deprivation 
grant backed by the 
Welsh Liberal 
Democrats in the 
Budget vote. 

I am also working 
hard to secure addition¬ 
al capital funding for 
the re-building and re¬ 
furbishment of our 
schools. 

We are also commit¬ 
ted in Wales to securing 


/ASSEMBLVN 

NOTES 



by Vale AM 

JANE HUTT 


(Minister for 
Finance and 
Leader of the 
House) y 

the best start for our 
children - with invest¬ 
ment in Flying Start for 
0-3 year olds in disad¬ 
vantaged families. 

I recently announced 
an additional £6million 
towards capital invest¬ 
ment in facilities across 
Wales for this pro¬ 
gramme. 

The numbers benefit¬ 
ing from Flying Start 
will double in Wales 
with free childcare for 2 
year olds. This will help 
pioneering local facili¬ 
ties like the 
Gibbonsdown 
Children's Centre. 

Their latest statistics 
show that 163 children 
have attended the 
Centre, with 68 of these 
funded under the Flying 
Start initiative. Five 
children with additional 
needs were supported 
and three received one- 


to-one support via a 
Flying Start worker. 

Centres of this kind 
help parents as well as 
children. One vital sta¬ 
tistic is that 110 parents 
of the families using the 
children's centre servic¬ 
es have gained or 
remained in employ¬ 
ment and 25 parents 
have undertaken or 
remained in training 
ranging from further 
education to university. 

Remembering what 
young people can give 
and gain from volun¬ 
teering and work expe¬ 
rience it is good to learn 
that nine students/vol¬ 
unteers have supported 
the Gibbonsdown 
Children’s Centre via 
local secondary schools 
and the Prince’s Trust as 
well as Cardiff and Vale 
College. 

This is just one 
example of how 
Government can inter¬ 
vene and be a force for 
good in funding tailored 
and targeted services 
and facilities like the 
Gibbonsdown 
Children’s Centre. 

Before Christmas we 
enjoyed an Arts Council 
‘Night Out’ Community 
Show at the centre 
based on traditional 
fairy stories but brought 
up to date to the delight 
of the children and fam¬ 
ilies who attended! 

It is vital that we sup¬ 
port this investment in 


our Youth Services as 
well. The Auditor 
General for Wales, Huw 
Vaughan Thomas, 
recently published a 
report on public servic¬ 
es in Wales and he 
acknowledged that local 
government funding has 
fared better than any 
other part of the UK 
because we decided in 
the Welsh Government 
to safeguard local serv¬ 
ices. 

This was reflected in 
the Local Government 
Settlement to local gov¬ 
ernment announced 
before Christmas. But 
he also recognised the 
pressures on local 
authorities with pressing 
and competing needs. 

Much good work in 
providing youth clubs, 
drama and arts groups is 
carried out by local vol¬ 
untary groups, scouts, 
guides, the VIBE, 
Act4Fun - as well as by 
churches and communi¬ 
ty groups, but it is vital 
that we give priority to 
the statutory youth serv¬ 
ices as well, which will 
have a beneficial impact 
on the lives and oppor¬ 
tunities of young peo¬ 
ple. 

This will help them in 
their pathways of edu¬ 
cation through to 
employment. We owe it 
to our young people to 
give them the best 
chance for opportunity 
and fulfilment in 2012. 


Fuel bills 
helpline 

NEW figures reveal that 6,700 Vale homes 
are entitled to some form of assistance with 
their fuel bills, and the help could amount 
to £250 a household. 

Local MP Alun Cairns pointed out: “Almost 
7,000 homes in the Vale are entitled to some form 
of support. Anyone who is concerned about staying 
warm should call the Home Heat Helpline and seek 
advice - it is free and independent.” 

The Home Heat Helpline number is 0800 33 66 
99 or people can visit: 

www.homeheathelpline.org.uk. 





Charge up your enefgy levels this year with a Lifestyle Health & Fitness membership at the 
Vale of Glamorgan's leisure centres in Barry, Ponarth, Cowbridge and Uantwrt Ma>or 

Starting from £24.40 a noonth, a membership gives you free use of all our fitness studios, swlmnung 
pools, fitness classes, Trixter Bikes and Easykne suites, health suites and more! The minimum age 
for memberships is 14 and to find out nrM>re please call 01446 403000 or go online at.. 




www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/leisurecentres 


LIFESTYLE 
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Vale Council honours 
those dedicated to road 
safety for local children 


Jean Hatter won the ^school crossing 
patrol of the Year’ award. 





ladies only 

FITNESS STUDIO 

NEW YEAR - NEW YOU! 

No men • no mirrors • no aches & Pains 

State of the art Hydraulic Equipment. 
Designed for all ages & fitness levels. 

Get fit in 3x30 minute workouts 3 times a week. 

Call us now on 01446 722779 
for a Iweek FREE trial 

★ FREE JOINING FEE ★ 

(UNTIL 31 si JANUARY 2012) 

OPENING HOURS: 

Monday - Friday 7am - 8pm 
Saturday 10am - 4pm 
Sunday 10am - 2pm 

FREE ZUMBA CLASS 

TUESDAY NIGHTS Iwith itiembership) 

Personal Ikaining Plans 
Heallliy Eating Plans 
Full Ca^io Equipment 
Friendly Staff 

NOW AT: 

UNIT 2, BSC HOOD ROAD 
THE WATERFRONT, BARRY 
Telephone: 01446 722779 
www.hydrofitness.co.uk 


THE dedication of 
people who ensure 
the safety of chil¬ 
dren on the roads in 
the Vale has been 
recognised. 

The Vale Council paid 
tribute to its school 
crossing patrols and vol¬ 
unteers involved with the 
child pedestrian training 
scheme, Kerbcraft. 

Their professionalism 
and enthusiasm was 
recognised in a ceremony 
held at Barry. 

The ‘school crossing 
patrol of the year’ award 
went to Jean Hatter, who 
has been a stalwart of the 
service since 1998. 

For Kerbcraft, 

Elizabeth Matthews was 
the stand-out volunteer. 


She has worked above 
and beyond the call of 
duty for several years, 
sometimes at both All 
Saints and Jenner Park 
primary schools in Barry. 

Another area winner 
was Helen Wilkinson, 
from Eagleswell Primary 
School in Llantwit 
Major. She has a dual 
role as dinner lady and is 
also the person responsi¬ 
ble for the school cross¬ 
ing patrol. 

For the Barry area, 
mobile officer Katie 
Coates was mentioned 
for spending most of the 
past year covering St 
Helen’s Infants and 
Ysgol Sant Curig. 

Katie has worked as a 
school crossing patrol for 
almost 15 years. 

For Penarth, Sully and 


Dinas Powys, Elaine 
Storey had helped pupils 
from a variety of schools 
in Penarth on Redlands 
Road. 

With nearly 12 years 
of service to her name, 
she has always been cre¬ 
ative and innovative with 
ideas to support her role. 

The head of planning 
and transportation at the 
Vale Council, Rob 
Thomas, said: “The suc¬ 
cess of any scheme relies 
upon the commitment 
and dedication of the 
individuals involved, be 
it on a voluntary basis or 
in a paid role. 

“To remain enthusias¬ 
tic and continue to smile 
while standing in the 
pouring rain tafes a very 
dedicated individual.” 

A presentation was 


also made to the winners 
of the road safety 
Christmas card competi¬ 
tion, which had more 
than 300 entries. 

The overall winner 
was Robyn Walters from 
St Andrews Major 
School, Dinas Powys, 
with Gen Pipps of 
Llandough and Tyler 
Carter of Cadoxton, the 
runners-up. 



Robyn Walters, Gen Pipps and Tyler Carter, 
were winners of the ‘Road Safety Christmas 
card competition’. 


DECEMBER 17 was 
the last local farm¬ 
ers’ market of 2011 
and there were lots of 
stalls with festive 
fare for sale and 
everyone was in the 
Christmas spirit. 

PATRONS of The 
Pottery Tea Room, affec¬ 
tionately called ‘The 
Cabin ’ in Ewenny, would 
like to thank John and 
the girls for their friend¬ 
ship over the years. 

The Pottery Tea Room 
and its customers raised 
£760for Peter’s 
Progress by selling tick¬ 
ets for the Christmas 


COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


hamper. 

The tickets were 
drawn at lunchtime on 
December 15 and the 
winning ticket number 
was 225. 

This was the last col¬ 
lection by The Pottery 
Tea Room and John and 
the girls would like to 
thank everyone who 
donated goodies for the 
worthwhile cause. We 


wish young Peter Ryan 
well for the future. 

The Pottery Tea 
Room, which has col¬ 
lected many hundreds of 
pounds over the years 
for good causes, closed 
on Christmas Eve after 
many years of service to 
its customers. 

It is the end of an era 
but with hope for the 
future. 


‘Support the volunteers at 
Valeways’ - Vale AM urges 


VALEWAYS AGM has heard 
impressive reports on the past 
year’s work. 

Vale AM, Jane Hutt, said: 
“Valeways is an admirable example of 
the benefits of volunteering - saving 
the public purse thousands of pounds 
as a result of the hard work and com¬ 
mitment of the experienced and skilled 
volunteers who manage and run the 
organisation for our enjoyment. 


“However, this voluntary activity 
needs to be underpinned with cost 
effective grant aid support and con¬ 
cerns were raised about the future 
prospects of Valeways with funding 
decisions remaining uncertain from 
April 2012. 

“Meetings are taking place over the 
next few weeks to seek to resolve these 
difficulties. All those who enjoy, and 
benefit from Valeways are urged to 
show their support.” 


iVAL SlATeW 




Wedding Fayres 


’ tnpifekni (bff 

jWv iAs Held. Jk .V 


_ OrtH 

St David’s Hotel & Spa 

Havannah Street, Cardiff Bay, CFIO^SD 

Sunday 15th January 


SUNDAY 29th JANUARY 2012 
THE VALE RESORT (IVI4/J34) 

SUNDAY 19th FEBRUARY 2012 
DE VERE VILLAGE, CARDIFF (IVI4/J32) 

SUNDAY 26th FEBRUARY 2012 
DE VERE VILLAGE, SWANSEA (IVI4/J42) 

With fabulous, more intimate Val Slater 
Associate Events on 

SUNDAY 4th MARCH 2012 
NATIONAL WATERFRONT MUSEUM, SWANSEA 

SUNDAY 11th MARCH 2012 
THE BARN AT BRYNICH, BRECON 

SUNDAY 11th MARCH 2012 
BEST WESTERN DIPLOMAT HOTEL, LLANELLI 

SUNDAY 25th MARCH 2012 
ST FAGANS NATIONAL HISTORY MUSEUM 

FREE ADMISSION, EVERYONE WELCOME 

OUR 20th YEAR! 


W>.V.V.VAI Si AI I I lONS.l O.IIK 




A GALAXY OF STARS - EXCELLENT! 


T Christ College Brecon we work hard to create a stable 
environment, with extensive choices under the one roof, 
.where pupils can be happy, grow in confidence and matu¬ 
rity, and thrive academically and in every other way. We pride 
ourselves on the pursuit of excellence, on encouraging our pupils to find and develop 
their talents and preparing them for the world beyond school. 

For the second year in a row, pupils at Christ College witnessed a galaxy of stars as they 
celebrated the best ever haul of top A* grades at the school. Top grades have also been award¬ 
ed to the school as earlier this year Christ College was awarded the best possible inspection 
results by Estyn, Her Majesty’s Inspectorate for Education & Training in Wales. In its report, 
the Estyn inspection team judged Christ College to be ‘Excellent’ in all areas that it assessed 
and identified significant examples of sector-leading practice. 

The report recognised the high standards achieved at Christ College and the quality of pro¬ 
vision and support provided to achieve these standards as the inspectors observed ‘Pupils of all 
ages make very good progress and achieve particularly high standards in public examinations 
at keys stage 4 and post-16'. Head Emma Taylor said: ‘We know that academic results open 
doors, so we are committed to helping every individual maximise their achievement in this area. 

The 2010/11 Upper Sixth continued the run of outstanding A level results with 18% of all A 
level grades achieving the challenging A* top grade. These A level results were amongst some 
of the best ever seen here with 77% of all grades achieving the top A*-B grade. The GCSE 
results were equally impressive with the best ever haul of top A* grades at the school as one in 
three of all entries was awarded the A* grade. This is the second year in succession at the col¬ 
lege when more than 50% of all grades have been at A or A* level. It’s no surprise therefore 
that Estyn observed that ‘pupils are extremely well motivated, show high levels of self-disci¬ 
pline and are very effective independent learners.' 

One feature that was particularly pleasing to the school was the observation that Christ 
College's ‘extensive and enriching extra-curricular activities programme contributes signifi¬ 
cantly to pupils' personal and social development and their academic progress'. This acknowl¬ 
edges that we teach well beyond and around the narrow requirements of examinations, and 
believe that education takes place everywhere a pupil goes and not just in the classroom. The 
high pupil participation rates in the DofE Award Scheme, the extremely popular Combined 


Cadet Force (CCF) and our pupils’ successes in the sporting, music and drama arenas are evi¬ 
dence of this. 

To register for our Open Events, please contact Mrs Stephens on 01874 615440 or via 
admissions @ christcollegebrecon.com. 
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I CHAMPION GYMNAST PUTS INJURIES BEHIND HIM | 

Talented young athlete preaches the 
gospel at new Vale gymnastics club 


A LOCAL 
gymnastic 
prodigy has 
put the disappoint¬ 
ment of two severe 
injuries behind 
him and turned to 
coaching the sport 
that he loves. 

Nathan Mullett, who 
was brought up in 
Rhoose, is a former 
pupil at Llantwit Major 
Comprehensive, where 
he was one of the 
school’s star sporting 
performers. 

However, he was hit 
by two severe injuries 
in the build-up to com¬ 


peting in the 
Commonwealth Games 
- and has now set up 
the Vale Gymnastics 
Club - a club that will 
be dedicated to showing 
the benefits of gymnas¬ 
tic training. 

The club secretary, 
Kirsty Bracher, told The 
GEM: “Nathan started 
gymnastics as a toddler 
and at the age of six, he 
was old enough to join 
recreational classes. 

“After just a few 
months, he was selected 
for extra training and it 
wasn’t long before he 
was training 10 hours 
per week. 

“When Nathan 


^The Hair Studio^i 


NEWYEAR OFFER! 


2 for 1 on Colours 
For you and a friend!!! 


Attend together and the cheapest 
colour goes free!!!! 


Offer ends February 2012 
Cut & Blow dry not included in offer. 
Terms & conditions appiy. 

For further information 

Tel. 01446 795580 

or call in at 

The Hair Studio, Commercial Street, 
y Llantwit Major CF61 1RB ^ 


entered his first compe¬ 
tition - the under-10 
Welsh Championships 
at the age of seven - he 
finished in seventh 
place! 

“He soon discovered 
that he loved competing 
and he upped his train¬ 
ing to 15 hours a 
week.” 

Kirsty continued: 
“The following year, he 
was selected for the 
Welsh junior team, rep¬ 
resenting his country in 
competitions against 
England, Scotland, 
Ireland and Holland. 

“By the time he was 
12, he was training with 
the British junior team 
in Erance, and at 14, he 
was selected to repre¬ 
sent Britain in an event 
in Switzerland. 

“Over the next few 
years, Nathan was 
selected for the Junior 
Commonwealth Games 
in Melbourne, Australia, 
and the Veronin Cup in 
Mosco - where he 
competed against some 
of the best gymnasts in 
the world and met the 
former Olympic cham¬ 
pion, Alexi Nemov. 

“He became the 
British under-16 high 
bar champion and in 
2009, he came fifth in 
the Men’s British 
Championship final.” 

However, at a high 
point in his career. 


when he was selected to 
represent Wales at the 
Commonwealth Games 
2010 in Delhi, India, he 
suffered a horrible knee 
injuiy and ruptured his 
cruciate ligaments. 

Kirsty said: “He 
underwent surgery with¬ 
in a few days and 
received unusual treat¬ 
ment to try and get back 
to training as soon as 
possible, by removing 
his anterior cruciate lig¬ 
ament. 

“After four weeks of 
extensive physiothera¬ 
py, he was back to train¬ 
ing but had to adapt to 
the restrictions of his 
injury - such a fragile 
knee meant no difficult 
dismounts. 

“Training started to 
go well again and 
Nathan was back on 
track to make the team 
for the Commonwealth 
Games, when he tore 
his bicep tendon. 

“Unfortunately, there 
was no quick fix, and 
Nathan was forced to 
pull out of the games. 

“He had surgery on 
his shoulder and had a 
further operation on his 
knee to reconstruct his 
missing cruciate liga¬ 
ment, followed by nine 
months of gruelling 
physiotherapy and mini¬ 
mal gymnastics train¬ 
ing.” 

Kirsty said: “At this 
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point, Nathan turned to 
coaching. Although 
having taught gymnas¬ 
tics in the past, he had 
never considered it as a 
career. 

“Now, he began to 
coach more at various 
clubs and leisure centres 
throughout the Vale and 
Cardiff. He was asked 
to be the assistant Welsh 
coach for the UK 
School Games, in which 
the team placed second. 

“After this, Nathan 
decided he wanted to 
set up his own club. He 
presented his ideas to 
the Vale Council and 
Sport Wales, and was 
lucky enough to receive 
a small grant to buy 
basic equipment. 

“Nathan visited pri¬ 
mary schools through¬ 
out the Vale to offer 
taster sessions, before 
setting up Vale 
Gymnastics in local 
halls and community 
centres. 

“Classes soon filled 
up and after four 
months, he was unable 
to take any more chil¬ 
dren - until he had the 
chance to take on a 
fixed facility on the 
Heritage Business Park 
in Llantwit Major. 

“After just two 
months. Vale 
Gymnastics now has 
more than 200 mem¬ 
bers, including an 
advanced group of 
young boys and girls 
who will be entering 
competitions in the next 
year. 

“Although the gym is 
a work in progress. 


there is new equipment 
being added all the time 
and the club is constant¬ 
ly expanding. 

“Eor their classes this 
month, there will be 
four new members of 
staff, enabling the chil¬ 
dren’s recreational 
classes to run six days 
per wee; along with the 
advanced classes, teen 
gym, freerunning, adult 
fitness, toddler and pre¬ 
school classes, and 
cheerleading. 

“He is also retaining 
his links with the local 
schools. 

“Nathan’s ambition is 
to further develop the 
club so that within five 
years he can have a 
gym suitable for both 
training and competi¬ 
tions. 

“He also wants his 
gym to have suitable 
facilities so that guests 
from other clubs and 
countries can stay and 
train on exchange pro¬ 
grams. 

“He would eventually 
like to be able to house 
the Welsh junior and 
senior teams and cater 
for all forms of gymnas¬ 
tics, so that all children 
in the area will have the 
opportunity to experi¬ 
ence the benefits of 
gymnastics and all its 
related sports and disci¬ 
plines.” 

Vale Gymnastics can 
be contacted on 07969 
856702, or 01446 
790657. 


MU 


LEFT: 
Nathan 
Mullett 
helps a little 
one with her 
balance dur¬ 
ing a lesson 
on the beam 
at the Vale 
Gymnastics 
Club. 


Local people 
are honoured 


A number of people 
in the Vale and 
Bridgend areas have 
been recognised in 
the New Yearns 
Honours List. 

Mr Jonathan Jones 
from PenarthyWho is the 
director of tourism and 
marketing with the 
Welsh Government, 
received a CBE. 

Winston James 
Griffiths from Bridgend, 
the chair of Abertawe 
Bro Morgannwg 

University Health Board 
is honoured with an 
OBE for services to the 


NHS in Wales. 

Neil Robinson from 
Bridgend, who is a 
national sports coach 
with the Paralympics 
GB table tennis team, 
received an MBE for 
services to disabled 
sports. 

Graham Douglas 
Underdown from Barry 
received thr MBE for 
services to charity. 

Edwina Mary White 
from Porthcawl has also 
been honoured with an 
MBE for services to 
counselling in south east 
Wales. 


K9 Leaders 

Dog Training and Behavioural Services 


• Destructive behaviour 

• Separation anxiety 

• Lead pulling 

• Excessive barking 

Also offering: 

• Puppy/Obedience training 
...and any other guidance 

Nathan Beaver nathan@k91eaders.com 
07837 394348 - 01446 772070 
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FORTUNA Glass Table SOUTH BURY Hardwood VILLAGE SoMd Oak Table 

& 6 Chairs Now only £469 Table & 6 Chairs only £595 & 4 Chairs now only £279 <>"‘7 g549| 


SALE STARTS THURSDAY 5TH JANUARY AT 10AM 


AS BRIDGEND'S PREmER IHDEPENDENl BED SPEClALtSl WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER OVER 200 BEDS. BEDSTEADS AND 
MATTRESSES AT AIASSIVELV REDUCED PRICES - YOU'LL BE AMAZED AT THE SELECTION, OUAUTY AND LOW. LOW PRICES ' 


SoQledfawre»fd^iianBfronionVCi95 
4^ i 4tt 6n8 drai^f divtdni& 

* Irom only £239 

_ 0 " More 66d8t€«ad& 

Reduced 
from only £129 

Hundreds beds in stoex kir mrnedale delr^rw 



4 Free 
Drawers 
on all 
Harrison 
& 

Kaymed 

beds 


% ^SSvv. 

V.^A\H'!iSir mattresses- 
i^J^^priced to dear 


Our best ever 
rar^ge ol 


from only £69!! 



OPEN SUNDAYS 10am - 3.30pm 



l^aoual, Electric. Ifi & Rise Redine^s 
tn taox and loather • Pnees trom only C195M 


Motion intoiligent beds 
electrical remote 
control beds 
trom only 

£489!! 

Free 
delivery 
and 
set upM 



Y Fabulous 

\ choice 

new STOCK of 
RELEASED! ^ fireside 
■ chairs 

1- V 1 from 

r^l I only 

' I * £229 



SALE STARTS THURSDAY 5TH JANUARY AT 10AM 






Free staodng bedroorn rangee K> deer • 
r:**>e. as^, cream - rabulous c*earanoe deals?! 


SlKting Door 
Wardrobes from orty £34Sf! 
^ree dHls*?»rv and aasemby 


ns<* 


10 bedroom 
furniture ranges 
reduced 
to clear 


LESS 
THAN 
HALF 
PRICE!! 



Somerset 
and 
Dorset 
Pme - 
Fabulous 
value. 
Stocks 
priced to 
clear!! 


TOWN & COUNTRY FURNITURE 

BRIDGEND TOWN CENTRE /Ql 656^ 

OPP. WILKINSONS (EASY PARKING) ^ 

SAT NAV US - CF31 1BZ 653147 
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Out and About with The GEM 


The GEM and Ferris Entertainment offer 
a unique opportunity to local performers! 

Win a scholarship 
for screen acting 
masterclasses! 


GEM/Ferris Entertainment Voucher 

valid for 

FREE MASTERCLASS 

Your chance to learn from world class tutors 
in Screen-acting and Dance 
JANUARY 14th from 2.00 pm - 5.00 pm at 
The Kymin, Beach Road, Penarth Sea Front 

Participants must be 12 years of age or over. 


ABOVE: Take this voucher along to the GEM/Ferris Entertainment 
free masterclass for the chance to win a term ^s free tuition. 


FOLLOWING the 
great success over 
the last five years of 
the GEM/Ferris 
Entertainment 
Scholarship, anoth¬ 
er lucky GEM read¬ 
er will be given the 
chance of a free 
term of tuition 
worth £380. 

It is your chance to 
not only learn how to 
act for camera and 
screen, but also to 
appear in a film. 

This is not only the 
fifth anniversary of the 
successful GEM/Ferris 
Entertainment 
Scholarship, it is also 
the 10th anniversary of 
Peter Eerris opening the 
first ever screen acting 
classes in Wales. 

Peter has taught for 
more than 25 years 
throughout the UK and 
London and past pupils 
include famous faces, 
including Russell 
Brand, Martine 
McCutcheon and Louise 
Rednapp. 

Peter Eerris and 
Eerris Entertainment 
have even been asked to 
teach screen acting and 



PETER EERRIS. 


produce films in Los 
Angeles which will 
begin in 2012. 

Peter’s masterclasses 
have made a number of 
films - including 
Audition for a Vampire’ 
, ‘Cold Blood’ and 
‘Delusions and Dreams 
- which have appeared 
as premieres at film fes¬ 
tivals, including the 
prestigious one at 
Cannes. 

To win a free scholar¬ 
ship worth £380 and to 
attend the January, 
Eebruary, March and 
April Welsh master¬ 
classes, and to appear 
in four films, please 
bring along the voucher 
from this week’s GEM to 


the free three-hour mas¬ 
terclass. 

It will held on 
Saturday, January 14, 
from 2pm -5pm at The 
Kymin, Beach Road, 
Penarth Sea Eront. 

This offer is open to 
anyone aged from 12 
years old to adults. 

No previous experi¬ 
ence is required 
Peter explained: 
“Whether you are 
young with stars in your 
eyes, or an adult cur¬ 
rently considering 
retraining, this is a 
unique opportunity to 
begin a career in the 
film and TV industry. 

“I designed the 
course to explain the 
exact requirements of 
many areas of the 
industry and to allow 
students to attain the 
standard of profession¬ 
alism and technique to 
appear in a film. ’’ 

Eor further informa¬ 
tion, visit www.ferrisen- 
tertainment.com or call 
08454 724 725. 


Ferris Entertainment 

Academy of Performing Arts 

Acting Agency FEA Management 

Screen Acting, Audition Techniques 

Prepare for the profession or 
justfor fun\ 


Come along 
and make films! 

3rd weekend of every month - 
Saturday’s and Sunday’s 
11am - 5pm 

starting Feb 18th and 19th 2012 
at Stanwell Hall, 

Victoria Park, Penarth. 


We are proud of our standards 
and reputation 

To book coll 08454 724 725 

E-Mail: info@ferriseiitertainment.com 

www.ferriseiilerlainmeiil.com 


Toy and train sale 


Dansette group 
entertains for 
Eisteddfod fund 


ON Saturday, 
December 17, local 
band Dansette 
helped to celebrate 
Christmas and 
raise funds for the 
National Eisteddfod 
by playing 
Christmas carols in 
the Llantwit Major 
area. 

The band started at 
Filco in the afteroon, 
and then went on a whis¬ 
tle stop tour of the town, 
visiting The Boverton 


Castle, The Blacksmiths, 
The Swan, Old White 
Hart, Illtuds216, 

King’s Head, Jaipur 
Indian Restuarant and 
the White Lion. 

They collected £303 
towards the National 
Eisteddfod appeal fund. 

The local appeal 
group would like to 
thank all of the business¬ 
es and their customers 
for their cooperation and 
support for the event and 
wish them all a very 
happy 2012. 

Ros Lewis 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D702. 

• £2,000: 399063. 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £500, was 
not won this week. 

• £10: 4 9 7 3 9 9, 
491825, 951825, 520577, 
610062, 530626, 386501, 
104685, 805424, 258730, 
825006, 804305, 767372, 
160473, 673433, 400359, 
306650, 462657, 944964, 
322395. 

• £5: 631961,568673, 
118146, 200946, 309244, 
247323, 765868, 518282, 
214408, 794541, 473459, 
504615, 325354, 451862, 


193568, 131635, 609134, 
165258, 901674, 435236, 
887600, 217339, 517036, 
685407, 711240, 136727, 
402511, 246110, 384511, 
269589, 272013, 818547, 
405112, 331941, 516467, 
670207, 885258, 462615, 
298644, 219028, 

294018, 464039, 800138, 
226888, 503044, 683685, 
826272, 698667, 424436, 
646255, 352141, 479558, 
581498, 138579, 425253, 
250513, 528025, 

964987, 488719, 130376. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

Eor lottery information 
please call telephone 
02920 672062. 


PACT MEETINGS 


ST AUGUSTINE’S 
PACT, 6.30pm on 
Monday, January 9, at 
the Windsor Public 
House, Windsor Road, 


THE new year 
kicks off for Chris 
Dyer Fairs on 
Saturday, January 
7 - at Penarth 
Leisure Centre, 
which is easily 
accessed near 
Cogan Railway 
Station. 

Organiser Chris Dyer 
said: “The transport 
links and easy location 
have all helped to put 
the area near the top of 
the Toy & Train Sale 


league in a very short 
time and some of the 
top dealers in the UK 
now attend this show. 

“We pride ourselves 
in having something for 
everyone, from the 
humble new and small 
item to something very 
rare and from a bygone 
age.” 

Low admission 
charges have also 
helped to keep the event 
popular, even in such 
difficult times and the 
emphasis, as always, is 
on value for money. 


Penarth. 

LLANTWIT MAJOR 
PACT on January 10, in 
Llantwit Major Leisure 
Centre at 7pm 
COURT PACT at 
7pm on January 12, at 
Ilminster Scout Hall, 
Ilminster Street, Barry 
PACT meeting 8pm, 
January 12, at Jubilee 
Hall, Smithies Avenue, 
Sully 

COWBRIDGE PACT 
on January 16, in the 
Eire Station, Druids 
Green at 7pm 
CORNERSWELL 
PACT at 7pm on 
January 19, at Penarth 
Leisure Centre. 

DINAS POWYS PACT 
public meeting at 7pm 
on January 23, at St 
Marys Church, Edith 
Road. 


Art exhibition with 
a new angle on 
the concept of light 


AN exhbition exploring the 
concept of light has been 
wowing visitors at Barry’s Art 
Central Gallery. 

The Vale of Glamorgan Artists’ 
Association (Yoga) has explored the 
topic across a range of media; from 
paint to print drawing, sculpture and 
ceramics. 

The group of around 20 artists 
have delved into their imaginations to 
provide around 90 pieces on the 
theme of light. These new works look 
at the interpretations of light through 
painting, sculpture and other media, 
combined with a range of genre, from 
figuration to abstraction, from mod¬ 
ernism to post modernism. 

Vale Council arts development 
officer Tracey Harding said: “The 
whole concept of light is paramount 
to any form of artistic endeavour and 
will inevitably encompass many dif¬ 
ferent forms of interpretation. As a 
group of artists who do not adhere to 
a particular manifesto, the range of 
possibility is without boundary.” 


Work from artists such as Alan 
Salisbury, Karen Hughes and Eileen 
Allen are on display in this exhibi¬ 
tion, which runs at the gallery in King 
Square until January 14. 

Artist and former University of 
Glamorgan lecturer, Alan Salisbury 
has produced a series of pieces, 
including a bronze sculpture, in the 
style of old masters from the 15 th to 
the 17th century, but with a twist. Eor 
example. Still Life with Reference to 
Emit and Elowers, echoes the work of 
17th Century German painter Isaak 
Soreau, but artist Salisbury has added 
real flies. 

Former art teacher. Eve Hart, is 
exhibiting paintings which she creat¬ 
ed to help overcome the death of her 
husband. Bob, also an art teacher. She 
said: “I call these pictures 
‘Mindscapes’. I feel they are helping 
me to cope with loss and move for¬ 
ward ‘into light’.” 

Light is open from Tuesday to 
Saturday, 10am to 4pm. Admission is 
free. Eor information visit www.vale- 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk/enjoying/arts. 


WHAT’S 

ON 

in brief 


Dyspraxia 
THE next meeting 
of the Vale 
Dyspraxia Support 
Group will he held 
on Monday, 

January 9 at 
7:30pm in the Civic 
Offices, Holton 
Road, Barry. 

The group supports 
children and young peo¬ 
ple with dyspraxia (as 
well as related condi¬ 
tions such as dyslexia, 
ADHD, Asperger's 
Syndrome, OCD, 

Tourettes) and their par¬ 
ents and carers by pro¬ 
viding advice and infor¬ 
mation as well as an 
opportunity to exchange 
experiences. 

The group operates a 
24-hour help and advice 
line on 

01446 738945, and a 
website; 
www.vdsg.org.uk, as 
well as social activities 
and a laptop loan pro¬ 
gramme. 

ROADWORKS 

Temporary traffic 
control at 

Port Road East and 
Broad Street, Barry. 


Get fit this month 
with Strictly fun 
dance classes... 


Strictly Come Dancing 
classes are on offer 
with Steve and Lynne, 
the undefeated Welsh 
Open Latin American 
champions, who have 
represented Wales in 
Belgium, New 
Zealand, Italy and 
Spain. You will have a 
ball! 

Steve and Lynne have 
been teaching in Cardiff, 
Penarth and Barry for 
eight years and love 
every minute! 

They are IDEA profes¬ 
sionally qualified teach¬ 
ers. 

Their classes are 
great fun, very vibrant, 
and burn up loads of 
calories - so you lose 
weight and get fit. 
Everyone learns a new 
skill too. 

Steve said: Come 
along and give it a go - 


bring friends as well - 
our classes are tailor- 
made for beginners, and 
even for people with two 
left feet! We have pupils 
of all ages. 

“All former pupils are 
most welcome at begin¬ 
ners and intermediate 
level, and there’s no 
need to book. Just pay 
as you go. There ’5 noth¬ 
ing to pay in advance, 
and no registration fee. ” 
Lynne added: “If peo¬ 
ple want more informa¬ 
tion, they can check out 
our new web-site 
WWW. salsachacha. com 
and the advertisement 
below, for our new class¬ 
es starting in January. 

“So it’s up to you - 
drag yourself away from 
the telly - get some exer¬ 
cise, keep fit, and join 
in with us all!” 


NEXT GREAT SHOW... 

CARDIFF TOY & TRAIN SALE 

SATURDAY, 7th JANUARY, 2012 
10.30am - 3.00pm 

Penarth Leisure Centre, Andrew Road, 
Cogan, Penarth, Cardiff CF64 2NS 
Travel by Train - Cogan Station next to Venue! 
BUY ★ ★ SELL ★ ★ EXCHANGE 

Many top dealers in Dinky, Corgi, Matchbox, EFE, 
Lledo, Britains, Hornby Trains, Bachmann, Lima, etc 
and much, much more - 90 plus Tables, 

Admission £1.65 - Chiid/OAP £1.25 
Enquiries: 01643 702757 or 07966 694579 
E-Mail: dyer@minehead46.freeserve.co.uk 
Website: chrisdyerfairs.co.uk 

Promoted by Chris Dyer, Minehead, Somerset, UK 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <S microchipped 

Tel: (01656) 667463 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

wvvw.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 




Dance! Dance!! Dance!!! 

Come dancing with Steve and Lynne 
at their NEW BEGiNNERS CLASSES in 
SALSA/JiVE/CHA'CHA/PASO COBLE at: 

HIGHLIGHT PARK 
COMMUNITY CENTRE, BARRY, 

(behind Tesco’s), every THI^SDAY. 
starting JANUARY 12th between 
8 & 9pm (Intermediate 9-10pm) 

LOWER PENARTH 
COMMUNITY CENTRE, Brockhill 
Way, (opp Spar), PENARTH every 
MONDAY starting JANUARY 9th. 

8 - 9pm (Intermediate 9-10pm) 

Just come along and bring friends to our very 
VIBRANT classes!! Former pupils very wel¬ 
come. Check Web for more information 

www.salsachacha.com 

Only £5.00 - Students £4.00 

Tel 02920 758708 or 07866 551346 

Great fun & exercise for a fiver!! Get fit fast! 
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First Minister sees start 
of work on Ty Hafan pool 



Carwyn Jones and Ray Hurcombe 
with Claire West and her mum, 
Michelle, from Abertillery. 


TY HAFAN chil¬ 
dren’s hospice at 
Sully had a festive 
visit from First 
Minister Carwyn 
Jones and AM 
Vaughan Gething 
for the start of 
work on a new 
hydrotherapy pool. 

The First Minister 
‘cut the turf’ to formally 
start the building 
process and also joined 
in Ty Hafan’s festivities. 

The £450,000 
hydrotherapy pool, has 
been funded by dona¬ 
tions from groups and 
organisations. Chief 
executive Ray 
Hurcombe explained: 
“With an increase in the 
number of families 
being referred to Ty 
Hafan, it has become 
important to upgrade 


this much-used facility. 

“On behalf of all the 
children, young people 
and families who use Ty 
Hafan’s services, I 
would like to thank both 
organisations and indi¬ 
viduals who have 
worked so hard to help 
raise the funds to make 
this happen.” 

During his visit, the 
First Minister also 
enjoyed a performance 
of Ty Hafan’s annual 
pantomime, titled ‘The 
School Nativity Play’, 
performed by staff 
members. He also 
helped Father Christmas 
hand out presents to 
children. 

Mr Jones, the AM for 
Bridgend, said: “The 
services provided here 
at Ty Hafan are invalu¬ 
able, not only to the 
children, but the whole 



Pictured are: First Minister Carwyn Jones; 
chief executive ofTy Hafan, Ray Hurcombe; 
and the chairman of Ty Hafan, Mervyn Ham. 

family, providing help 
and support at what can 
be a very difficult time. 

“The staff work tire¬ 
lessly to create a com¬ 
fortable environment for 
children and young peo¬ 
ple. Fd like to congratu¬ 
late them on their hard 
work and dedication 
which has seen them 
support over 400 fami¬ 
lies since Ty Hafan was 
established in 1999,” 
he added. 


Valeways 

walks 

FRIDAY, January 6 at 
10.30am: Golden 

Stairs and Roman 
Ruins; meet at Bridge 
Cafe, The Knap, Barry. 

Sunday, January 8 
at 2.30pm: Downs and 
woodland, meet at top 
of Culverhouse Cross 
hill (ST 108745). 




~ Traditional dining ~ 
with a contemporary twist 

We look forward to welcoming you 
in the new year. 

Come along and experience our new choice of 
menus for both lunchtime & evening dining. 

Our head chef has a London restaurant back¬ 
ground, working in both Michelin and Rosette 
standard establishments. He along with his second 
chef have devised a menu integrating modern 
British cuisine with innovative twists on popular 
British classics, at a very affordable price. 

Enjoy our unbeatable Sunday carvery service, with 
choice of meats and fresh seasonal vegetables to 
help yourself to. 

We at the Dining Room want to create an afford¬ 
able dining experience, offering the best service 
and the highest standards of food possible. 

2 Course Lunchtime Dining £10.00 
2 Course Evening Dining £14.00 

New A la Carte Menu available 

Visit the Website for our new menus and latest updates: 
www.thediningroombarry.co.uk 

1-8 Station Approach Road, Barry Island CF62 5TH 

Tel. 01446 749355 


BIGGEST SALE EVER!!! 


Town fix Country Bedrooms HbnterSsh 

Mo. 1 In South Wmlom for: Starts NowlV. 





[2j!Pd 


Town ft* Country Deci'OOnr.s 
DtSiCK MANUFACTLft WSIAL- 


I 


01656 
657526 

^ j * jMX 

.towff wdcou n tf yto ^ d rootw.co.uk 01656 607526 


BIGGEST SALE EVER!!! 
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DFS Llantrisant 

Grand Opening 


4 years interest free credit with nothins 




REPRESENTATIVE 


4 years interest 
Q free credit with 
Ann nothins to pay 
for the first year 



PLs A fyw/ 

(0 sof^ 

tmc0ar(^ 0«ir««r> tUfipi j||a> Af»rMviMi^Wai»paQai4ip^-i>Qnr 

M tr#r« DoraMK 3H% ^4A 
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£1295 

Irfit AJIcr c^MDil prtce i 1 


SAVE £100 



JIa^s *fo SAV2 / JIomI: 

[k/ 

Sal 

le 


Even at Sale time 

gal' ^11 •Hvis... 

• 1,2,3 or 4 years interest free credK 
wttti no deimft on everything in store 

• FREE 10 year guarantee on emy sofa 

• Exclush« designer solas 

• Everythrig 6 handmade to order 

• Over 40 years' experience of helorg 
people find their perfect sofa 

• 3 UK factories 


to pay for the first year. 




>fab«d 


U^lf P rke. 

£499 

AAtt MiK prkx 


SAVE £499 


think sofas, think 

Llantrisant, 01443 449593 
Glamorgan Vale Retail Park. CF72 8RP 

PpttMnf«r««cf^4oH^vn |jt)mW9irvK>(fvTvVjn Ilyn -lpm 


Save Time • Order Direct at www.dfs.co.uk or call Free on 0800 110 5000 34 hours a day Tdays a week 
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Fonmon pond 
goose is now 
safe and well! 


«'■ - # 


RIGHT: 
Fonmon resident 
Denise Cooper^ 
who reported the 
arrival of the 
goosey with the 
bird at Fonmon 
Pond. 



Festive bookings 
were ‘best-ever’ 
at the Vale Hotel 


PC Mark Goulding and Dr Rhys Jones 
with the Muskovy Duck that will 
feature in the TV programme. 




lARPETS 

SALE 

NOW ON 

CARPETS from £3.99 sq m 
£3.34 sq yd 
VINYL from£5.99 sq m 
£5.03 sq yd 
ALL RUGS 50% OFF 
^ 25 Broad Street Parade, Barry 


Tel: (01446) 740235 


GEM readers may 
remember that early 
last month we 
recounted how a 
goose had appeared 
on Fonmon Pond and 
was now trapped 
there. 

Local residents were 
concerned that it might 
have been ‘dumped’ by 
an owner who had lost 
interest in it. 

However, The GEM 
has now been contacted 
by the South Wales 
Police Wildlife Officer, 
PC Mark Goulding, who 
has reported that it is 
now safe and well and 
back with its owner. 

He said: “The goose 
was taken away and we 
wanted to see where it 
had been taken. We are 
now satisfied that the 
goose is back with its 
owner. 

“It was young, and 
was due to have its 
wings clipped, but flew 
away just before this 
could happen. 

“It had been missing 
for about three weeks 
before it was found, and 
it was on Fonmon Pond 
for the last week or so.” 

The GEM also report¬ 
ed that a Muscovy Duck 
had also found its way to 
Fonmon Pond, and he 
said that this duck will 


be on TV this month. 

He said that the 
Muscovy Duck had 
flown in and it was 
decided that it was a 
suitable subject for Dr 
Rhys Jones’ TV pro¬ 
gramme, Rhys to the 
Rescue. 

PC Goulding said: 
“This duck turns out to 
like wandering. After 
Rhys took it to a suitable 
home, it flew away 
again to the next door 
pond because it pre¬ 
ferred it!” 

Nevertheless, the 
duck is to get its 
moment on TV, and a 
new series of Rhys to the 
Rescue starts on BBC 
Wales this month. 



at 

Hensol: 
‘rushed 
off their 
feed. 


History lecture 

THE next meeting of 
Dinas Powys Local 
History Society will be 
held on January 10 at 
7.30pm in Kynance 
Hall, with an illus¬ 
trated lecture by Jean 
Kember on ‘The Gentry 
Houses of Gelligaer and 
their inhabitants \ 

An administration 
fee of £2 for non-mem¬ 
bers and £1.50 for 
members will be 
charged. 

All are welcome. 
Enquiries to Jeff Childs 
on 029 2051 3615. 


THE Vale Resort at 
Hensol has reported 
its busiest 
Christmas ever - 
with “bumper cor¬ 
porate bookings 
taken for Christmas 
parties and New 
Year’s Eve”. 

There was a total of 
4,900 Christmas party 
bookings at the Vale, 10 
per cent up on the same 
period last year, with 
each one of its 14 
Christmas party nights 
fully booked or near 
capacity. 

New Year saw the 
hotel fully booked, with 
300 people attending the 
special New Year gala 
dinner and show, includ¬ 
ing a five-course dinner, 
live entertainment from 
the acclaimed John 
Oliver Band, disco, rev¬ 
ellers breakfast just after 
midnight overnight 
accommodation and 
brunch the following 
day. 

Stephanie Metson, 
marketing manager at 
the Vale Resort, said: 

“We were rushed off at 
our feet at Christmas and last year. This indicates 
it looks as if New Year that while companies 

is going to be more of wanted to celebrate 


the same, which is an 
extremely encouraging 
sign, especially in these 
difficult economic times. 

“It seems that our mix 
of offerings for the 
Christmas party season, 
which included every¬ 
thing from a big band 
experience and comedy 
show to the more tradi¬ 
tional tribute nights and 
essential parties, struck 
the right note by offering 
something for everyone. 

“As well as couples 
and groups of friends, 
we were also booked by 
big corporates who 
wanted to put on some¬ 
thing special for their 
office party. 

“While there is still a 
great deal of conser¬ 
vatism in the business 
market place in south 
Wales, it seems that 
companies wanted to 
take the opportunity to 
thank their staff, enjoy 
the festive period and 
effectively put their trou¬ 
bles on the back burner 
for the time being. 

“However, having 
said that, it was notice¬ 
able that the spend per 
head didn’t improve on 


Christmas - they did not 
let go of the purse 
strings altogether and 
were still a little cau¬ 
tious.” 

The successful 
Christmas run at the 
Vale Resort comes hot 
on the heels of the resort 
having its Gold Award 
renewed by Visit Wales 
for the third year in a 
row. 

Visit Wales first gave 
The Vale a Gold Award 
in 2009, as recognition 
of its outstanding quali¬ 
ty, exceptional comfort 
and hospitality. 

Stephen Leeke, man¬ 
aging director of the 
Vale Resort, said: “We 
are absolutely delighted 
to be awarded a Gold 
Award by Visit Wales for 
the third time - and it is 
great testament to the 
hard work of the team, 
who always go the extra 
mile to make sure guests 
receive a high quality 
customer experience. 

“Too often large 
hotels do not put enough 
emphasis on the all- 
important personal serv¬ 
ice - we want guests to 
have a great experience 
that is custom-made for 
them as individuals. ” 



SALE 


fantastic reductkxjs 
off EVERYTHING 

at prices bwer 
thiiever 


IT: t 
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FURNjTURE • CARPETS 

NEWPORT 01633 21 41 41 


BEDS • TV & Hi-F 

CARDIFF 02920 49 27 27 





























Thursday, January 5th, 2012 


www.facebook.com/semnews • www,twitter,com/sem news 


THE GEM - 17 



PRIORITIES FOR A 
CHALLENGING YEAR 


T his is a great opportu¬ 
nity to wish GEM read¬ 
ers a happy and success¬ 
ful New Year. 

It is interesting to note that 
many predictions are made at 
this time of year about the 12 
months ahead; on the lighter 
side - from astrologers in 
daily newspapers or Old 
Moore’s Almanac and then to 
the more serious, established 
economists, business and 
political leaders. 

Focussing on the more seri¬ 
ous predictions, it is obvious 
that 2012 will be an extremely 
challenging year for the nation 
financially. 

Our economic development 
over the short term will 
depend on the success of the 
Eurozone area in resolving its 
debt and economic difficulties. 
It accounts for 60 per cent of 
our exports. 

While other EU nations are 
facing a review of their credit 
ratings, the UK had its AAA 
rating confirmed. We are still 
paying almost £120m per day 
in interest on the nation’s debt 
- and that is without reducing 
the country’s borrowing in any 
way - but at least international 
authorities accept that we are 
on the right track. 

FUEL PRICES 
The start of a new year pro¬ 
vides us with an opportunity 
to look again at our priorities 
concerning economic matters. 

On a personal level, and 
focussing on one significant 
outlay, high fuel prices can 
^^ ^pacHndividual^n^am^^ 
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Vale MP 

ALUN 

CAIRNS 

reports to 
GEM readers 


lies directly. 

This is particularly relevant 
to those of us who need to 
commute by car, or use oil to 
heat our homes. 

Euel prices are largely the 
result of the high price of oil 
internationally and this 
inevitably leads to inflated 
costs on the forecourt. 

I know that the Government 
is aware that for many people, 
using their car is not a luxury 
but a necessity - particularly 
true for residents in the rural 
Vale. 


High petrol costs put a great 
strain on all of us and do little 
to help our economic recovery. 

Euel duty was expected to 
increase by three pence in 
January and by five pence in 
August next year, as set out in 
the budgets of the last govern¬ 
ment. George Osborne has 
cancelled the January rise and 
limited the August increase to 
three pence. 

These measures mean taxes 
on fuel will now be a full 10 
pence lower than they would 
have been. 

However, I was particularly 
frustrated to discover that only 
last week the cost of petrol 
was a full lOp more per litre at 
the pumps in Morrisons in 
Barry than it was in Cardiff 
Bay on the same day! I will be 
raising the matter directly with 
the retailer. 

Eamilies will save £144 on 
filling up the average car by 
the end of next year because 
of these changes. 

This is in addition to the 
Budget 2011 announcement to 
increase the tax on oil and gas 
producing companies, who are 
making unexpected profits on 
oil prices that are far higher 
than those they based their 
investment decisions on. 

I am optimistic about the 
future with legislative 
changes, the economic stimu¬ 
lus and our prospects ahead. 

Much remains to be done, 
and 1 believe the difficult deci¬ 
sions will be worth it over the 
long run. 


J 


SOUTH WALES’ 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 
MANUFACTURERS 

actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 

, 01656 659274 

01446 439214 




Former police inspector 
is jailed for 30 months 


A highly decorated Swansea. They found turned to drinking “vast” had many positive and 

police inspector who indecent images of chil- amounts of alcohol and beneficial effects on peo- 

into the dren and Bold was jailed taking high dosages of pies lives. One of the 

world V child for 28 months. But they medication until he negatives 


that sick 
minded individuals like 
you four can get easily in 
touch and fuel and 


for 28 months. But they medication until 
also found worrying con- became “a walking zom- 
pornography, was versations he had had bie”. 
jailed for 30 months over the internet with He said Evans had 

at Swansea Crown several men using nick- been highly decoratecl other’s 

Court on December ,r, , . . commended for 

Southwalescouple bravery beyond the call £ " , 

. was identified as Evans, of duty” but lost touch You were responsible 

Geraint Lloyd Evans, written: “Are with reality to the point families but 

aged 48, was told that you interested in meeting where he did not recog- egged each other on to 
despite ms commenda- j^y friend’s house in nise the man who had commit sexual acts 
Uons for bravery, he had Caerphilly?” written such disgusting against children. You 

failed a police officer s Bold, a chartered sur- messages. convinced yourselves 

most impiortant duty. veyor, had replied: “Yes, Evans, he said, had that you were not alone 
Instead of ordeni^ the j think it could be cool.” lost £100,000 by being in your warped desires 
arrests of Keith Bold, Evans: “I think we immediately sacked after towards young children. 
Leslie i^ser and Wayne could have a great time.” the chief constable of “What never came 
Barnes, Evans had joined Bold: “I wish we south Wales told him he into the equation was the 
SenTOTraeVlheo*- S'™"® ■'’®“ P"®: result that all this could 

ers to have sex with chil u have had on the lives of 

ers to have sex with chil- Evans: That could be encouraging it. nntential vietims ” 

dren, although the court an option.” Huw Rees said Barnes potential victims 

accepted that none of Bold: “How?” had been badly burned in 

them went on to do so. Evans: “My mate has 2001 in an explosion at ^ position ot 

Evans has since been some pervy mates who Port Talbot steelworks great trust and public 
sacked. The others met could oblige but only that had taken the life of office, 
up in internet chatrooms once they know you’re a colleague. His marriage “You were a man the 
where they shared their genuine.” ended and he became public ought to have 

“sick and disgusting” Asser, of Wilton Post interested in taboo sub- looked up to. I accept 

fantasies. Office, Ross on Wye, jects such as incest and you were an admirable 

Evans, Asser, aged 54 was jailed for 30 months; bestiality. police officer who suf- 

and Barnes, aged 50, and Barnes, of Penyfra, Mark Hammett said fered injury on more than 
admitted encouraging Morriston, Swansea, for Asser, who had a previ- one occasion 
and inciting each other to 27 months. ous conviction for inde- »But you failed in the 

have sex with children Bold, who is still serv- cently assaulting a child, most important aspect of 
under the age of 13. mg his original sentence, had unresolved prob- ^ur iob to nrotect the 
Bold, aged 48, who is was jailed for an addi- lems”. SiaL 

currently in prison, had tional 18 months. Judge Paul Thomas ''miieiduie. 

denied that charge but All four were banned said he accepted that Por several years, 

was convicted after a from working with chil- none of the defendants you lived a he, clothed m 
trial. dren in the future and had gone on to put their the respectability of a 

Evans, then of Purdey ordered to register with fantasies into practice. police officer and pur- 
Close, Bany, but now of the police as sex offend- He added: “The porting to have moral 
Manor Drive, Bridgend, ers. advent of the internet has superiority over others.” 

also admitted possessing Evans’ barrister, Tim 
179 images of extreme Evans, said his life had 
pornography. gone downhill after he 

John Hipkin, prosecut- had been run over while 
ing, told Swansea Crown trying to arrest car 
Court that the offences thieves and then his 
came to light when police car had been 
police seized a computer rammed, 
from Bold’s home in He had become seri- 
Neath Abbey, near ously depressed and 


‘Partly correct over Welch’ 


Di 


R Jonathan Hicks 
(GEM letters, 

December 22) is partly 
correct regarding the spelling 
‘Welch’ in the Regimental title 
of the RWF - Royal Welch 
Fusilier. 

In the definitive history of the 
Regiment {That Astonishing 
Infantry - the History of the Royal 
Welch Fusiliers 1689-1989 by 
Michael Glover; publisher Leo 
Cooper, London: a comprehensive 
explanation appears on page 2 as 
follows: 

“Some points require explanation, 
not least the spelling of the 
Regiment’s title. In 1702, when the 


Welsh designation was granted, the 
spelling ‘Welch ’ was common usage 
but was swept away during the 18th 
century by ‘Welsh 

“The Regiment, however, stuck 
resolutely to the old spelling 
although it was not until 1920 that 
they persuaded the War Office to 
agree with them.” 

Similarly, there are at least four 
known spellings of ‘Fusilier’ which, 
for many years, seem to have been 
used indiscriminately. 

Christopher Short, 

Barry. 



^a/F'Ond 

A special New Year Offer 
to all clients, old and new 

10% OFF 

all Hair and beauty Treatments 
during January 2012. 

Just call us and book! 
Also, cut out this voucher 

and get 10% OFF 

during February. 

February offer only valid with 
voucher until 29/02/12 

Fontygary Leisure Park 

Tel: 01446 711929 


HABERDASHERS’ MONMOUTH SCHOOLS 


Preparing young people 
for life’s journey 

SET IN the beautiful Wye Valley, Monmouth 
School and Haberdashers’ Monmouth School 
for Girls offer the best of both worlds: the 
advantages of single-sex education with 
regular, joint activities for boys and girls, and 
a co-ordinated sixth form timetable, offering 
around 30 AS/A Level subjects. 

Haberdashers’ Monmouth School for Girls offers a 
nurturing environment totally geared up for girls aged 
11 to 18. HMSG and its prep school, Inglefield House, 
are filled with energy, happiness and a sense that girls 
can achieve extraordinary things with the support of 
staff and fellow pupils. The boarding community is at 
the heart of the school and a new Sixth Form boarding 
house will open in September 2012. 

Monmouth School knows how boys develop best. 
The School offers outstanding extra-curricular activities 
to allow boys to excel not just academically, but also in 
music, the arts, sport and adventurous pursuits. 

Its prep school. The Grange, has been rated in inde¬ 
pendent research as one of the best prep schools in 
Britain. From 2011, boys can now board from 9 and the 



School was voted Archant Best British Boarding School 
this year. 

Means-tested bursaries, up to 100% from age 7, 
open access to this first-class education. 

Entrance to the Schools is selective from 7 but great 
care is taken to assess children on a wide range of abil¬ 
ities and to look for potential. The Admissions 
Secretaries are happy to guide each family through the 
entrance procedure. 

For more information or to arrange a visit, please go 
to www.habs-monmouth.org or call Mrs Diane Jakes 
on 01600 710433 for Monmouth School, boys aged 7 to 
18, or Mrs Gloria Sheppard on 01600 711104 for 
Haberdashers’ Monmouth School for Girls aged 7 to 18. 
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CHRISTMAS SPIRIT IN PENTRE MEURIG 
PROVIDES BOOST FOR CHILDREN’S CAUSE 


THE generous spirit of Christmas hovered 
over Pentre Meurig, near Cowbridge, recently 
when Chris and Pauline Lewis hosted a fund¬ 
raising supper for Ty Hafan at their home. 

Eighty guests were entertained by the Old 
Spice Barber Shop Quartet. An auction and 
raffle were conducted by local auctioneer John 
Morgan and Kay Arnold of Ty Hafan, and a 
total of £2,100 was raised for the charity. 

Local villagers followed that up with a 
‘trailer and carol singers’ night on December 
23, which raised another £250 for Ty Hafan. 








^ X C.S. Boxall is a family business 

^ established since 1990 

Over 30 years experience in the plumbing and heating industry. 


CS Boxall can supply a same day service. 
Whatever you require, give us a call. 

PLUMBING & HEATING MATERIALS 
CALOR GAS BOTTLES 


TOOL & PLANT HIRE 




VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 


For all your renewable energy 
requirements. Come and take a look 
at our working renewable energy 
centre and learn more about how to 
source energy for your home. 



[ 


Up to 7 years warranty on 
Worcester boilers, parts and labour 


Air to air heat pump 
Solar ground source 
heat pump 

Solar water heating panels 
Wood burners ... 
multi-fuel, bio mass, wood. 
Gasification systems. 


COUNTER SERVICE 


Serving both the commercial and domestic market. 
All work guaranteed - Finance Available. 



^ Office 01446 772444 
JM Shop 01446 772292 
www.csboxall.co.uk 

REGISTER 

Gas Safe Installers 


FREE LOCAL CALOR GAS DELIVERY & FREE SAFETY CHECK 

39F Vale Business Park, Llandow, Nr Cowbridge, CF71 7PF 


’ti 

OPEN: 

8.00am 

1 5.00pm 

■ 




PUPILS GET A TASTE 
OF PARIS IN THE ‘FALL’ 



The group in Paris enjoyed visiting the Parisian 
Christmas markets and taking in the sights. 


JUST before 
Christmas, 40 
pupils from years 8 
to 11 at Barry 
Comprehensive, 
visited Paris with 
Mrs Thomas, Miss 
Jenkins and Mr 
Jones to experience 
the Parisian 
Christmas markets. 

After leaving Barry 
at midnight, the pupils 
spent an afternoon at 
the markets, where 
they tasted traditional 
French food and 
bought Christmas 
gifts. 

They later had a 
tour of Paris by night, 
taking in sights like the 
Arc de Triomphe and 
the Eiffel Tower. 


A highlight for 
many was the day at 
Euro Disney, where 
pupils rode rollercoast¬ 
ers, visited the haunted 
house and even saw 
snow fall during the 
special Christmas 
parade led by Mickey 
and Minnie Mouse. 

On the final day, the 
pupils went on a boat 
trip down the river 
Seine and spotted the 
famous landmarks of 
Paris, like the Eiffel 
Tower and Notre 
Dame Cathedral. 

The teachers would 
like to thank all of the 
pupils who participat¬ 
ed for their excellent 
behaviour. AC 



‘Indiana’ Bradshaw in Adventureland. 
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& Training 


THE KINGS MONKTON 
RECIPE FOR SUCCESS 


I N an age where the 
trend is for schools to 
become ever larger 
and more impersonal, at 
Kings Monkton we have 
our own, distinctive recipe 
for success; some of the 
key ingredients are: 

A strong track record of 
academic achievement. 

It is, of course, essential 
that an education enables 
young people to secure the 
greatest possible success and 
fuiniment in academic areas. 

Kings Monkton is one of 
only a few schools in the area 
to be non-selective in its Sixth 
Form intake. 

We do not just cream off 
the most able; instead, we 
endeavour to give all who 
want to study A-levels the 
chance to do so and nurture 
those who need more support 
and encouragement. 

The results achieved, across 
the board, are of the highest 
standard and certainly show 
that we also stretch the 
brightest students. 

Valuing every individual: 

We endeavour to know each 
pupil well, so that parents 


and staff can work together 
to encourage and support 
them at every stage of their 
education whilst laying firm 
foundations for future life. 

This is so much easier to 
achieve, and more effective, 
in a smaller school such as 
Kings Monkton. 

We also believe that success 
can best be achieved when 
individuals are allowed to 
play to their strengths, rather 
than being forced into a 
mould. 

The caring and supportive 
atmosphere that pervades the 
school is its true hallmark. 

A sense of community: We 
believe in teaching the impor¬ 
tance of participating fully in 
the community and this 
begins with the school com¬ 
munity itself, where we 
believe in inclusivity, not 
exclusivity. 

We know from experience 
that it is possible to praise 
success and commitment 
without generating elitism. 

Accessibility: Kings 
Monkton’s city centre loca¬ 
tion means that the school is 
easy to reach. 

Our close proximity to key 


bus and rail transport links 
allows for greater levels of 
student independence in the 
senior years, while an exten¬ 
sive school bus network helps 
to free up pick-up or drop-off 
time for parents with children 
in the younger years. 

Above all, though, we want 
our pupils to be happy, as 
happiness breeds commit¬ 
ment and success. 

We believe that school 
should be enjoyable, as well 
as challenging. 

There is no better way to 
appreciate the very special 
atmosphere of Kings 
Monkton School than 
through an individual visit, 
when the school can be seen 
‘in action’. 

Families are most welcome 
to visit on any day that is con¬ 
venient to them. 

You can be assured of a 
very personal experience, 
since the Head of the Primary 
School, Linda Harmer, and 
the Principal, Nick Dorey, 
endeavour to make them¬ 
selves available for every 
tour. 
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PAULA MAKES HER 
DREAM JOB A REALITY! 


P aula Brown 
came to 
Pitman 

Training after she 
was made redun¬ 
dant from her job 
in a factory. 

Paula identified that 
she had little comput¬ 
er or office skills and 
believed that she 
would struggle to 
rebuild her career. 

After visiting 
Career Wales for 
advice, she success¬ 
fully applied for 
ReAct funding (a 
scheme set up by the 
Welsh Government, 
with support from the 
European Social Fund 
to help individuals 
who are newly-redun- 
dant). 

Paula had always 
had an interest in law, 
and dreamt of work¬ 
ing as a legal secre¬ 
tary. So she wanted 
to make the most of 


this opportunity and 
completed the Legal 
Secretarial Diploma. 

While at Pitman 
Training, Paula was 
offered some work 
experience within a 
law firm. 

They were suitably 
impressed and offered 
Paula a permanent 
secretarial position. 

Paula said: 

“Thanks to Pitman 
Training, I now have 
a whole new career. 

“I am extremely 
happy and excited for 
the future!” 

For further infor¬ 
mation, contact 
Pitman Training 
Cardiff on 029 2034 
2020, or Cardiff®pit¬ 
mantraining.net, 
www.pitman-train- 
ing.com. 


New Year, 
New You! 


your aro.irn job 
a reality - pop into 
Rttman Training 

m 

■ Le^l.'^sdical 

■ If Tlcfinicte 

■ Admlp 

and fiAse 

Csil 1^000-^ 

in for m nrvd s 

029 2034 2020 

p<ttnai»-tralnj ng.com 



IMPROVE YOUR PROSPECTS 
WITH CAREERS WALES 


I T’S that time of 
year again - 
when many of 
us decide to take a 
fresh look at life 
and make some 
resolutions about 
the future. 

If your resolution is 
about improving your 
career prospects, don’t 
forget about the free, 
impartial advice you 
can get from Careers 
Wales. 

You may be thinking 
about gaining new skills 
to land the job you 
want, or be better in the 
one you have. 

Careers Wales has 
free information about 
careers, courses and 
training, whatever your 
age. 

You can get informa¬ 
tion and advice about 
qualifications, opportu¬ 
nities to retrain, infor¬ 
mation about self 
employment, help with 
your CV, job application 
or interview technique. 

Whatever informa¬ 
tion you need, advisers 
will be able to help you 
plan your next step. 

If you’re facing 
redundancy, or have 


recently been made 
redundant, we can tell 
you about ReAct fund¬ 
ing which may be avail¬ 
able to help you retrain. 

Call our learning and 
careers advice helpline 


0800 100 900 (Tel 029 
2090 6801 if calling 
from a mobile) or email 
lea @ careerswales. com 
Lines are open 
between 9am-9pm 
Monday-Friday and 


9am-12 noon on 
Saturday. Advisers can 
also put you in touch 
with your local careers 
centre, if you wish to 
make an appointment. 



Roadworks Report 

TEMPORARY traffic control: 
Port Road East, Barry; Broad 
Street, Barry; Pentre Meyrick 
to Ruthin Road, near to Eferm 
Goch. 

Weavers^ 

workshop 

ON January 14 from 10am- 
4pm, the Glamorgan Guild of 
Weavers, Spinners and Dyers 
will hold a workshop with 


WHAT’S ON 

- in brief 

Doreen Barnaville on colour 
blending and fibre blending on 
carders, at The Scout Hall, 
Dinas Powys. 

Eor details, call Kirsten 
Gable on 01443 650336. 
Coffee morning 

THE Mayor of the Vale 


Council’s charity coffee morn¬ 
ing is being held at the 
Corporate Suite, Civic Office, 
Holton Road, Barry, on 
Tuesday, January 10 from 
10:30am to 12 noon. 

All proceeds will go to the 
Barry Ladies Choir. 


















20 - THE GEM 


www,facebook.com/semnews • www,twitter,com/sem news 


Thursday, January 5th, 2012 


Rncher’s Dragon Tattoo 
leaves an indelible m£irk 


O NE of the 
more sur¬ 
prising suc¬ 
cesses of European 
cinema in the last 
couple of years has 
been the 

Millennium trilogy, 
adapted from Stieg 
Larsson’s source 
material. 

Kicking off with The 
Girl With The Dragon 
Tattoo, it not only made 
waves at the cinema, but 
also turned lead actress 
Noomi Rapace into a 
Hollywood star, with 
roles in the Sherlock 
Holmes sequel and 
Ridley Scott’s eagerly 
awaited Prometheus. 

Like any foreign suc¬ 
cess, American cinema 
was bound to get its 
hands on the remake 
rights, and ... Dragon 
Tattoo now hits the big 
screen under the direc¬ 
tion of no less a talent 
than David Fincher. 

Daniel Craig plays 
Mikael Blomkvist, a dis¬ 
credited journalist who 
is hired to uncover the 


disappearance of a 
wealthy man’s niece in 
1966. Teaming up with 
Lisbeth Salander 
(Rooney Mara), an 
unconventional research 
assistant, the pair uncov¬ 
er a shadowy and sinis¬ 
ter trail where no mem¬ 
ber of the Vanger family 
is beyond suspicion... 

Having seen the origi¬ 
nal The Girl With The 
Dragon Tattoo only the 
night before, I went into 
the remake open-mind¬ 
ed, particularly given the 
stellar cast assembled 
both onscreen and off it 
- thankfully, it was a 
case of job done as the 
US remake is not only a 
taut, hard-boiled thriller 
(with a degree of emo¬ 
tion) but is also, dare I 
say it, actually a far 
more impressive outing 
than its Swedish progen¬ 
itor. 

While both adapta¬ 
tions cleave close to 
Stieg Larsson’s original 
novel, this Dragon takes 
its cues far more from 
the source material, and 
flows far more naturally 
and organically. 


You are thrust into the 
story a lot more quickly, 
while some of Larsson’s 
more idiosyncratic ele¬ 
ments are pared back to 
make the narrative a lit¬ 
tle less dense and easier 
to follow. 

Steve Zaillian’s expe¬ 
rience with dense adap¬ 
tations (he has 
Schindler’s List on his 
CV) pays dividends, the 
script concise and sharp 
yet never letting any of 
the plot details fall into 
the ether. 

It helps that such a 
director as David 
Fincher was willing to 
take on something so 
loved and recent and put 
his own particular slant 
on it. 

Fincher has always 
been a director whose 
unflinching portrayal of 
the human condition has 
made for some of cine¬ 
ma’s finest moments. 

The likes of Fight Club 
and Se7en didn’t shy 
away from the flip side 
of human nature, but it 
could easily be argued 
that the director has 
developed a tenderness 


Slimming 

World 

baousi- 


MONDAY 

Barry 

4.30 & 6.30pm 

Brynsion Hall, 

Junction of Court Road 
& Llanover Street 
Lorraine - 01446 
407002 

Rhoose - 6.30pm 

Celtic Way Community 
Centre, Celtic Way 
Helen-01446 750738 

Penarth 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Elfed Avenue Methodist 
Church, Elfed Road 
Sarah - 07525 852288 

TUESDAY 

Barry - 5.45pm 

Market Street 
Social Club 

Upstairs Function Room 
Joanne - 01446 404897 

Barry - 4.30pm 

St. Davids Methodist 
Church Hall, 

Winston Road 
Annamarie - 01446 
736534 

Llantwit Major 
4.45 & 6.45pm 

The Old School 

Wine Street 

Helen-01446 750738 

Sully - 6.30pm 

The Old School 

South Road 

Niki - 01446 740394 


WEDNESDAY 

Barry 

4.45 & 6.45pm 

St. Francis Millennium 
Centre, Park Road, 
Porth-y-Castell 
Annamarie - 01446 
736534 

Cardiff - 6.00pm 
All Welcome 
8.00pm MEN ONLY 

Rob - 07708 941279 
Copthorne Hotel, 
Culverhouse Cross, 
Cardiff 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Cadoxton 
Methodist Church 
Church Road 
Joanne - 01446 404897 

Cowbridge - 6.00pm 

Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
Aberthin Road 
Simone - 02920 599001 

Penarth 

9.30am & 11.45am 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 

Penarth 

5.00pm & 7.00pm 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 



THURSDAY 

Cowbridge - 10.00am 

Cowbridge 
Rugby Club 
Diane- 02920 551206 

Barry - 6.00pm 

Highlight Park 
Community Centre, 
Barry 

Nia - 07793 885581 

Dinas Powys - 6.30pm 

The Cabin by swimming 
pool, Hebron Hall 
Sarah - 07525852288 

Barry - 10.15am 

St Helen’s Church Hall 
Wyndham Street 
Niki - 01446 740394 


0844 897 8000 •sw 
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in recent years, with 
both The Curious Case 
of Benjamin Button and 
The Social Network 
showing a hitherto 
unseen tenderness, par¬ 
ticularly in the case of 
the former. 

That isn’t to say 
Fincher has turned this 
into a romantic screw¬ 
ball comedy - far from 
it. When the film needs 
to get brutal, which - as 
fans of the novels or pre¬ 
vious film will attest - is 
on more than occasion, 
Fincher delivers. 
However, he tempers the 
violence with a degree 
of emotion that allows 
us to invest more heavily 
in the characters. 

Certainly the more 
graphic moments take on 
a coldness that brings to 
mind the works of John 
Doe in Se7en, but he 
gives the characters a 
shading that is all the 
more important in letting 
you see beyond their 
outer personas. 

The superb cast also 
plays its part in this, 
with the lead pairing of 
Daniel Craig and 
Rooney Mara both on 
excellent form. While 
Craig is now under a 
degree of 007 shadow, 
he is nothing less than 
believable as the dis¬ 
graced journalist whose 
pursuit of the truth has 
left him a broken man. 

The investigation of 
the girl’s disappearance 
is a chance, however 
metaphorical, of redeem¬ 
ing himself. 

This is easily of one 
of Craig’s finest turns, 
and his stoicism, shorn 
of dramatic heroics, 
grounds the film 
superbly. 

Rooney Mara is simi¬ 
lar tour de force as the 
titular girl, even - again, 
strike me down - eclips¬ 
ing Noomi Rapace’s out¬ 
ing, giving her Lisbeth 
far more of an emotional 
backbone and character. 

It also helps that she 
can flit between kick-ass 
heroine and emotionally 
conflicted girl with ease, 
the flintiness of the char¬ 
acter more rounded in 
Mara’s performance. For 
a resonably unknown 
actress, her turn is easily 
one of the finest of the 
year. 

The remaining mem¬ 
bers of the cast are all 
wonderful, with the likes 
of Stellan Skaarsgaard, 
Christopher Plummer 
(on particularly fine 
form and the cream of 
the supporting crop) and 
Robin Wright all filling 
out their roles with style, 
and giving the film a 
depth of quality that 
adds to the class of the 
finished product. 

If there are any com¬ 
plaints to be made (aside 
from the excellent, if 
rather too James Bond- 
esque opening credits) it 
only lies in Fincher and 
Zaillan’s slightly mis¬ 
judged conclusion. 

While the film plays 
out as written (and seen) 
it appears to be caught 
somewhere between 
leaving things open for 
the (likely predictable) 


Penarth Computer Club 
NEWS FLASH: 
Steve does it again! 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


next outing and attempt¬ 
ing to resolve things sat¬ 
isfactorily. 

That quibble aside. 

The Girl With The 
Dragon Tattoo is an 
exceptional piece of 
film-making from one of 
the finest directors 
around today, and deliv¬ 
ers even more strongly 
than the Swedish take on 
the story. 

VERDICT: Ahold 
remake pays off 
superbly well, as The 
Girl With The Dragon 
Tattoo manages to avoid 
impersonating the origi¬ 
nal and delivers in its 
own inimitable style, 
thanks to the direction of 
David Fincher and the 
top quality cast. 

A rare case of the 
Hollywood remake out¬ 
doing its foreign coun¬ 
terpart, this is a brutal 
and thoroughly com¬ 
pelling thriller. Highly 
recommended. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: The Girl With 
The Dragon Tattoo 
(Swedish version, 2009), 
Se7en (1995). 


WE all suffer at a quiz when a sec¬ 
tion comes up where we have no 
expertise. We rely on other people 
to cover the gaps and try to con¬ 
struct a team accordingly; the 
broader one’s interests, the better 
one’s team should do - everybody 
knows that. 

That’s why last time everyone 
wanted to be on Steve’s team because 
he always wins - except that last time 
his team didn’t! At the end-of-term 
social night recently, Steve was help¬ 
ing officiate at an early part of the 
meeting so he wasn’t available for a 
team. Members had to do the best they 
could without him. 

At this point, it is only fair to 
emphasize the quiz is not the purpose 
of the evening. The main attraction is 
that the members get a fish and chip 
supper! That might not seem a major 
consideration, but it is much appreciat¬ 
ed by those not allowed to partake in 
the traditional British dish on any 
other occasion. (No names.) 

Mike J prepares a quiz to fill the 
time between placing the food order 
by Steve and its collection by the 
chairman. Steve therefore ended up as 
a team of one. 

Round one was a set of easy ques¬ 
tions to get the ball rolling; giving rise 
to the comment that - “they are only 
easy if you know the answer.” 

The rest of the questions were not 
so easy (or just as hard, of course, 
depending on one’s expertise). 

There is an interesting debate possi¬ 
ble on how to tell whether the author’s 


spelling is bad (Mike confesses his to 
be poor) or if the errors in the ques¬ 
tions were typographical errors. 
(That’s a computer club for you; 
always ready to debate a topic). 

The poor old chairman didn’t even 
get to hear the answers as he was away 
collecting the eats. I could, of course, 
have asked later if I could only 
remember the questions! 

A generally cheerful air pervaded 
the room as everyone fell on the fish 
and chips and chatted about all sorts of 
things, no doubt including some com¬ 
puter topics. 

As people eventually started to 
leave, I thanked them for coming and 
wished them a Happy Christmas. I 
also reminded them about the annual 
general meeting in January: to consid¬ 
er nominations for the committee and 
to think about what topics they would 
like to have talks about in the coming 
months. 

No-one seemed at all bothered 
about who scored highest in the quiz. 
Just as well really. I discovered it was 
the one-man team of Steve. Now 
there’s a chap with a nice range of 
interests and a memory to match. 

The next meeting is on Tuesday, 
January 10, at All Saints Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, Penarth, at 7.30pm. 
It’s the AGM for brief reports, elec¬ 
tions and programme. We expect to 
have time to have a chat about how to 
get the best from EBay. For more 
information, telephone me on 029 
20708439. 

HOWARD DESMOND 


Follow Courtenay and 
Lucy as Miss Wales! 


AS the closing date 
approaches for 

applications to the 
Vale heat of Miss 
Wales, organisers 
at Vihe are encour¬ 
aging local girls to 
seize their chance. 

Director, Paula 
Abbandonato, said: 
“The Vale has done 
extremely well in Miss 
Wales in recent years. 

“In 2009, Lucy 
Whitehouse from Barry 
won the competition and 
then in 2010, Courtenay 


Hamilton from Llantwit 
Major took the Miss 
Wales title. There is no 
reason why a local girl 
couldn’t do it again!” 

Miss Vale of 
Glamorgan finalists will 
be tasked with a series 
of fundraising initiatives 
for The Joshua 
Foundation, a charity 
that provides holidays 
and experiences for chil¬ 
dren with terminal can¬ 
cer. 

The Miss Wales 2011 
competition raised 
£90,000 and organisers 


are hoping that this year 
will be even better. 
Competitors must be 
Welsh. 

The winner of the 
regional heats in the 
north, along with the 
two runners up and the 
public vote winner will 
qualify for the Miss 
Wales competition in 
Cardiff this spring. 

To apply, visit www.mis- 
swales.co.uk 


WHAT’S ON/m brief 


DONOR 
SESSIONS 
THE Welsh Blood 
service is coming 
soon to a venue 
near you! 

Today, Thursday, 
January 5 at 10am-6pm 
and on Wednesday, 
January 11 at 10am- 
6 pm, it will be at the 
Trinity Church Centre, 
John Street Portcawl. 

On Friday, January 
20 at 10:45am-1:45pm 
and 3:15pm-6:30pm the 
Mobile Donation Clinic 
will be at Sainsburys, Y 
Dderwen, Sarn, 
Bridgend. 

To attend this ses¬ 
sion, it is advisable to 
make an appointment. 

Please call 01443 
622193 or email 
donor, appointments @ w 
ales.nhs.uk. 

On Wednesday, 
January 25 at 10am- 
6 pm, Thursday, January 


26 at 10am-6pm and 
Friday, January 27 at 
10 am-6pm, we will be 
at the Town Hall, 

Talbot Street, Maesteg. 

On Monday, January 
30 at 11:15am-l:45pm 
and 3:15pm-7pm, the 
Mobile Donation Clinic 
will be at Tesco Store 
Ltd, Cowbridge Road, 
Bridgend. 

Call 01443 622193 
or email donorappoint- 
ments@wales.nhs.uk to 
make an appointment. 

Cowbridge 

history 

lecture 

THE Cowbridge and 
District Local History 
Society’s next lecture 
will be on Eriday, 
January 6 at 7:30pni 
in the Lesser Town 
Hall, Cowbridge. 

It will be on ‘The 
Italian Connection - 
from Bardi to Bracchi’ 
and will be given by 
Romeo Basini. 


Candlelight 
Concert 
THE Amicia Choir 
will be performing at 
St Michael’s Church, 
Colwinston, this 
Saturday, January 7 at 
7.30pm. 

The candlelight con¬ 
cert will celebrate 700 
years of music, ranging 
from the 14th to the 
21st Century. 

Tickets at £7.50, to 
include a glass of wine 
and refreshments, are 
available from 01656 
654330 or 01656 
654541. 

Stitch and Bitch 

Barry Stitch and Bitch 
group meets at the 
Senior Health Shop, 
Barry on Mondays 
between lOam and 12 
midday. 

The group recom¬ 
mences on Monday, 
January 9 and all are 
welcome. Tel 07811 
159800. 


News 

from 

Barrivale 

The Barrivale 
Christmas party 
was held on 
December 13, when 
the results of the 
evening’s individual 
bridge were as fol¬ 
lows: 

Winners on scratch - 
Betty Lewis, Kay Dyer, 
Denis Mottram and Mike 
Close. Handicap win¬ 
ners, Helen Jordan, 
Vivien Liles, Judith 
Owen and Alan Jones. 

Nearest to average: 
Marjorie Morgan, Diana 
Kendrick, Ann 

Macdougall and 

Maureen Charlton. Prizes 
for a good effort went to 
Eileen Hughes, Huw 
Thomas, Reg Dyer and 
Jane Brook. 

The club re-opens 
after the Christmas break 
on Tuesday, January 10. 
New members are 
always welcome. Call at 
the Pioneer Hall, Beryl 
Road, Barry at 7pm, or 
ring 01446 733425 for 
more information. 
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ALL SAINTS INFANT SCHOOL’S NATIVITY 

CONCERT IS GIVEN A TOPICAL TWIST! 


THE infants’ Nativity concert at 
All Saints Church in Wales 
Primary School was a traditional 
Christmas story with a super 
modern twist this year. 

Entitled ‘The Xmas Factor’, the 
action began with the journey to 
Bethlehem, then switched to the tradi¬ 
tional Nativity characters - kings, 
angels, stars, innkeepers, shepherds, 
Roman soldiers, stable animals and 


even King Herod, competing to sing for 
Baby Jesus. 

Hilarious PowerPoint clips showed 
the ‘acts’ in training, sharing their aspi¬ 
rations and dreams, before performing 
their routines for the judges, Simon 
Camel, Mooey Walsh, Cheryl Foal and 
Gary Baalow. 

Each group of characters ‘performed 
so weir that the judges made them all 
winners and they all got to perform for 


the Baby King. The concert, written 
and choreographed by year-1 teacher, 
Kirsty Mackintosh, with technical sup¬ 
port from year-2 teacher, James Ball, 
was a brilliant mix of the traditional 
and contemporary, with superb acting 
and performing by the children. 

Headteacher Richard Ware thanked 
the children and the staff for a wonder¬ 
ful and memorable show. 

LM 
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The Glamorgan Hunt^s Boxing Day meet 


THE Glamorgan 
Hunt held their tra¬ 
ditional meet in 
Cowbridge on 
Boxing Day, start¬ 
ing in Arthur John’s 
car park, where 
they were welcomed 
by the John family, 
and leading round 
to the High Street. 

Here about 1,000 peo¬ 
ple were gathered. Joint 
Master Michael Gibbon 
spoke to the crowd and 
then nearly 100 horses 
and ponies set off to fol¬ 
low the drag laid across 
Stalling Down and on 
into the country. 

Photographs by 
Heather March (HM) 
Mike Wilcock (MW) 








Candle 

light 

vigil 

MERTHYR Dyfan 
Cemetery Chapel 
opened its doors 
recently to all those 
wishing to light a can¬ 
dle in memory of a 
loved one. 

Guests were welcomed 
to light a candle and sit 
and reflect, or admire the 
recently renovated 
chapel, while indulging 
in the ambience of their 
tranquil and peaceful 
surroundings. 

The beauty of the illu¬ 
minated chapel was com¬ 
mented on by many pres¬ 
ent and actually attract¬ 
ed people in from the 
cold and wet outside. 

The evening was 
organised by Barry Town 
Council and due to the 
support of the communi¬ 
ty, it raised more than 
£80, to be donated to a 
charity of the council’s 
choice. 


MAESTEG MAN IS HEAD 
OF POLICE AUTHORITY 


A MAESTEG man, Cerith 
Thomas, is the new chief exec¬ 
utive of the South Wales Police 
Authority. 

Mr Thomas (45), has been 
appointed on an interim basis, until 
the election of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner in November. Mr 
Thomas was deputy chief executive, 
and has been involved with the 
organisation since 1995. 

He commented: “This is a big year 
for the South Wales Police Authority. 
In November, the authority will be 
abolished, and replaced with a Police 
and Crime Commissioner. Over the 
coming months, my priority is to 
ensure a smooth transfer of power 
between the two. 


“This is the biggest change to 
policing for 40 years, and I want to 
ensure that we are prepared to hit the 
ground running once the new 
Commissioner is appointed.” 

The chair of the Police Authority, 
Coun Russell Roberts, said: “Cerith 
is a very capable officer, and is the 
right appointment to help bridge the 
transition between the authority and 
the incoming Commissioner. 

“He has the knowledge and experi¬ 
ence required, along with the enthu¬ 
siasm and dedication needed in these 
changing times.” 

Mr Thomas replaces Alan Fry 
OBE, who retired as chief executive 
on December 31 after holding the 
position for 17 years. 



CERITH THOMAS. 


Monday Club’s 
outing to panto 


MEMBERS, 
helpers and friends 
of the Cowbridge 
(Gateway) Monday 
Club enjoyed a trip 
to the Grand 
Pavilion, 

Porthcawl, on 
December 28 to see 
the pantomime - 
Cinderella. 

One member - 
Nicholas Jones, from 
Llantwit Major - experi¬ 
enced being under the 
spotlights when he was 
invited up on stage to 
‘chat’ to the Ugly 
Sisters - although I’m 
sure he would have 
much preferred 
Cinderella! 

Everyone said what a 
colourful and profes¬ 
sional show it was - a 
great time was had by 
all - and thanks are 


expressed to the Vale 
Council for the grant 
covering the cost of the 
coach to Porthcawl and 
back. 

The Monday Club 
meet in the United Free 
Church Hall (Ramoth) 
Cowbridge - entrance 
via The Broadshoard - 
normally on the second 
Monday of every month 
from 7:30-9pm, and a 
warm invitation is 
extended to anyone (16 
years -i-) with a learning 
difficulty, to join our 
happy group. 

We wish all our 
members, helpers and 
friends a very happy 
New Year. 

Further information 
is available on 01446 
773373 or 01446 
781309. 

Anne Roach 
(secretary) 


COMMUNITY NEWS 
ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 


THE carol singing 
around the villages 
over Christmas was 
much enjoyed and 
church services 
were also well 
attended, particu¬ 
larly the crib service 
held at St Bridget’s 
on Christmas Eve. 

On January 8, a serv¬ 
ice will be held at All 
Saints, Southemdown, to 
celebrate Epiphany, with 
carols and readings with 
the Cantorion Illtyd at 
6pm, followed by 
refreshments. 

The parish Christmas 
card once again proved 
very popular, with a 
donation given to the 
Archbishop’s Fund for 
Children. 


Our local neighbour¬ 
hood policing team, and 
peso Serena James, 
thank everyone in the 
ward for their continued 
support throughout the 
year and we too, would 
like to thank her for her 
support - particularly to 
the older folk over the 
year. 

A meeting is being 
held at St Brides Major 
church hall today, 
January 5, at 7pm for an 
Ogmore-by-Sea commu¬ 
nity consultation (includ¬ 
ing discussions on allot¬ 
ments, village hall, chil¬ 
dren’s play area and 
more. Go along and have 
your say. 

May all GEM readers 
have a Happy, Peaceful 
and Healthy New Year in 
2012. 
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SCHOOL’S CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 
MOVES TO ‘BUSY-BUSY BETHLEHEM’ 




St Helen’s Infant 
School in Barry 
held a Christmas 
celebration 
called ‘Busy- 
Busy Bethlehem ’ 
It featured 
year-I and year-2 
girls performing 
a special Indian 
dance. 

They practised 
at home and were 
in full costume 
and wearing spe¬ 
cial make-up, 
which takes a 
long time to 
apply, the school 
reported 




Newyddion/Ysgol Gymraeg Sant Curig/news 



Emily Harris (year-3) and Alun Cairns 





RECENTLY, Vale 
AM Alun Cairns 
invited children 
from across the Vale 
to design a seasonal 
picture for him to 
use as his official 
Christmas card. 

After sifting through 
hundreds of designs, he 
eventually chose a 
Nativity scene, beauti¬ 
fully painted in water¬ 
colours, by Emily 
Harris, a year-3 pupil at 
Ysgol Gymraeg Sant 
Curig. 

A special assembly 
was held at the school 
where Mr Cairns pre¬ 
sented Emily with a cer¬ 
tificate of her achieve¬ 
ment, an envelope with 
several of these special 
Christmas cards in, 
along with a chocolate 
treat! 

Headteacher Mrs 
Sian Owen was natural¬ 
ly thrilled with this 
achievement: “Eor 


Emily to have her 
design on Mr Cairns’s 
personal Christmas card 
is a wonderful achieve¬ 
ment and one that she 
will remember for a 
very long time.” 
EMILY Harris, disgybl 
o flwyddyn 3 ennillodd 
cytadleuaeth cynllunio 
cerdyn nadolig i Aelod 
Seneddol y Ero, Mr 
Alun Cairns. 

Brafoedd clywed Mr 
Cairns yn sgwrsio ’n 
naturiol, yn y Gymraeg, 
gyda ’r plant ac roedd 
yn barod i ganmol 
gwybodaeth cyffredinol 
y disgyblion. 

Y wobr i Emily oedd 
gweld ei chynllun ar 
boll gerdiau personal 
Mr Cairns. 

Derbyniodd Emily 
pecyn Hawn cerdiau yn 
ogystal a thystysgrif a 
siocled. 

Tashwedd/ 

Movember 

THE school would 


also like to thank our 
male staff members 
and some fathers from 
our school who hid 
their shavers during 
‘Movember’ to raise 
funds for the school, 
and to help research 
into the prevention 
and cure of prostate 
cancer. 

At the moment, the 
figure stands at over 
£450. 

BU ‘Tashwedd’yn fis 
blewog iawn gyda’r 
dynion ar ein staff, a’n 
tadau yn mynd am fis 
heb eillio. 

Bwriad hyn oedd i 
godi arian i ’r ysgol a 
hefyd tuag at ymchwil 
mewn i gancr y brostad. 
Hyd yn hyn codwyd 
dros £450. 

Children 
in Need 

THE school raised 
more than £300 for 
Children in Need 
when children and 


staff dressed up in 
spotty costumes for 
the day. It was a lovely 
day, full of fun activi¬ 
ties. 

EE gododd yr ysgol 
dros £300 tuag at 
elusen ‘Plant mewn 
Angen ’ eleni gyda V 
plant a’r staff yn gwis- 
go dillad smotiog am y 
dydd. 

Mwynhau oedd thema 
ein diwrnod! 


European 

guests 

THE beginning of the 
month saw Ysgol 
Gymraeg Sant Curig 
welcome visitors from 
schools across Europe. 

Teachers from 
Sweden, Germany, 
Greece and Turkey were 
warmly welcomed as a 
part of a British Council 
funded project. 


During the four days 
spent in Wales, the 
guests sampled Welsh 
cuisine, dance and song 
as well as visiting 
famous landmarks in 
the capital city. 

They managed to 
squeeze in a visit with 
Jane Hutt in the 
National Assembly for 
Wales and were given a 
guided tour around this 
special building. 


Sant Curig staff are 
already looking forward 
to the return visits, 
scheduled over the next 
two years! 

Croesawyd ymwelwyr o 
Ewrop i’n hysgol ar 
ddechrau V mis. 

Daethant o Sweden, 
Yr Almaen, Twrci a 
Groeg a chawsant groe- 
so cynnes gan y staff a’r 
plant. Y Cyngor 
Prydeinig sydd yn ari- 


annu ’r prosiect yma. 

Cawsantflas arfwyd, 
dawns a chaneuon 
Cymreig yn ogystal ag 
ymweliadau i dirnodau 
ein prifddinas. 
Llwyddodd y grwp i 
ymweld a’r cynulliad a 
chyfarfod a Jane Hutt. 

Edrychai ’r staff 
ymlaen at ymweliadau 
i’r gwledydd yma yn 
ystod y ddwy flynedd 
nesaf. 
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The GEM is proud to be an official partner of the 2012 National Eisteddfod in the Vale of Glamorgan 

Mae’r GEM yn falch ofod yn un o bartneriaid swyddogol Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Bro Morgannwg, 2012 


Eisteddfod 2012 


MAE’R Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol yn 
galw ar artistiaid a 
chrefftwyr i yrru eu 
ceisiadau ar gyfer 
arddangosfa agored 
Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol 
Cymru Bro 
Morgannwg 2012. 

“Yr arddangosfa hon 
yw un o binaclau ein 


calendr diwylliannol, ” 
meddai Swyddog 
Celfyddydau Gweledol 
y Brifwyl, Robyn Tomos. 
“Mae hi ’n rhan anna- 
tod o wead y celfyddy¬ 
dau gweledol. Mae sioe 
flynyddol yr Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol yn dath- 
lu’r gorau ofewn y 
celfyddydau gweledol 
yng Nghymru ac mae ’r 
gwaith sy’n cael ei ard- 
dangos ynddi ’n cael ei 


ystyried fwyfwy o safon 
ryngwladol. 

Mae hi ’n 

adlewyrchu ’r rhagori- 
aeth, dyfeisgarwch a ’r 
ymroddiad sy’n bodoli o 
fewn ein cymuned 
artistig. Dyma wahoddi- 
ad i bob artist a 
chrejftwr cymwys i 
anfon eu gwaith i’w 
hystyried. ” 

Ym Mro Morgannwg 
2012, byddyr 
Eisteddfod yn gwahodd 
y beirniad celf o’r 
Iwerddon, Declan 
McGonagle, 
Cyfarwyddwr Coleg 
Genedlaethol Celf a 
Dylunio, Dulyn, i 
ymuno a ’r artist a ’r 
mentor o Gaerdydd, 
Sean Edwards a ’r artist 
cymhwysol a’r curadur, 
Laura Thomas, Urdd 
Gwneuthurwyr Cymru, i 
ddethol yr arddangosfa. 

“Rwy’n edrych 
ymlaen at gaelfy 
nghyflwyno i waith 
artistiaid afydd, ary 
cyfan, yn anadnabyddus 
i mi a gweld sut y maen 
nhw’n mynegi eu syni- 
adau, defnyddio amry- 
wiol gyfryngau ac 
ymdrafod a ’u synnwyr o 
amser a lie, ” meddai 
Declan McGonagle. 

“Mae gweld cysyllti- 
adau, a sut mae gwaha- 
niaethau yn codi rhwng 
cyd-destunau gwahanol. 


wastad yn ddiddorol. 
Dyna ’r union gyfle y 
mae Arddangosfeydd 
Agored yn ei gynnig - i 
weld yr annisgwyl, yr 
anarferol a’r anhysbys. 
Maen nhw hefyd yn rhoi 
siawns i’r artistiaid 
hynny, sydd efallai ddim 
yn rhan o’r brifjfrwd, i 
arddangos ac i ’w gweld 
gan gynulleidfa 
ehangach. ” 

Yn 2004 daeth 
Declan McGonagle i 
Gymru i helpu dethol 
gwobr ryngwladol Artes 
Mundi gyntafun. Mae 
ganddo ddiddordeb 
mawr yn y dolennau 
rhwng y gwahanol 
jfyrdd o greu a ’r rhesy- 
mau gwahanol y tu 61 
i’r creu. Hynny ynghyd 
a ’r berthynas sydd bel- 
lach rhwng traddodiad, 
celfyddyd newydd a 
chyfryngau newydd. 

“Yng nghyd-destun 
Cymru, fefydd yn ddid¬ 
dorol gweld sut y mae 
artistiaid yn ymdrin a 
materion yn ymwneud a 
hunaniaeth ddiwyllian- 
nol, boed yn drefol neu 
wledig, ” meddai, “a 
hefyd, sut y maen nhw ’n 
dod i delerau gyda ’r 
gwrthdaro rhwng bywyd 
traddodiadol a chyfoes 
a ’r gwrthdaro rhwng 
creu gwrthrychau ac 
arfer ddigidol neu rith 
gyfryngol. ” 


Welsh Society 
support 


for Ty 

AFTER a very suc¬ 
cessful fund-raising 
evening in 

November, the 
Cymdeithas 
Gymraeg Dinas 
Powys Welsh 

Society presented a 
cheque to local chil¬ 
dren’s charity Ty 
Hafan for £1,720. 

The presentation fol¬ 
lowed the society’s annu¬ 
al Christmas service at 
St. Peter’s Church. 

Those present at the 
evening in the Parish 
Hall enjoyed the compa¬ 
ny of the ‘Plough 


Hafan 

Singers’ who delighted 
the audience with their 
eclectic mix of songs. 

A spokesperson for the 
society said: “They were 
as comfortable singing 
Elvis as they were 
singing ‘Calon Lan’ and 
Eli Jenkins’ prayer from 
Under Milk Wood. 

“As a society we thank 
them for their contribu¬ 
tion.” 

Committee members 
got together to present 
the cheque to Eleri 
Daniel, a member of staff 
at Ty Hafan and the 
daughter of two 
Cymdeithas members. 


‘Penarth plans to be a 
Well-being town’ - Mayor 


THE Mayor of 
Penarth, Coun 

Anthony Ernest, has 
outlined “real 

progress” in a New 
Year message to town 
residents. 

“This has been a par¬ 
ticularly busy year, with 
several major events tak¬ 
ing place for the first 
time, and I have been 
tremendously impressed 
by the enthusiasm that 


townspeople have shown 
in supporting each of 
these occasions.” 

“Eor the first time ever 
last June, an Armed 
Eorces Day Parade was 
held and attracted an 
excellent turn out. 

“July saw the 11-day 
summer festival that 
attracted record crowds. 

“This autumn, I had 
great pleasure in unveil¬ 
ing a prestigious new 


plaque at the Cardiff Bay 
Barrage, in honour of 
fallen Merchant Seamen 
from Penarth, a project 
that has been in waiting 
for some time. I am 
pleased that, at last, we 
have been able to recog¬ 
nise both their dedication 
and bravery. 

“As I write, we are 
making preparations to 
present the Ereedom of 
Penarth to 580 Squadron, 


Royal Logistics Corps, 
the successors to units 
who were based in 
Penarth from pre-war 
until recent times at the 
Drill Hall. 

“This will be a cele¬ 
bratory occasion, as well 
as the first time that the 
Ereedom of the town has 
been bestowed on any 
organisation. 

“We are also propos¬ 
ing to honour Guy 
Gibson VC, another ‘son 
of the town’, who mar¬ 
ried a Penarth girl during 
the height of World War 
II. Gibson will be the 
third Victoria Cross 
recipient to be recog¬ 
nised by the Town 
Council in recent years.” 

The council had 
undertaken a major refur¬ 
bishment of the Paget 
Rooms, that should 
ensure the hall’s future 
for many years to come. 

“I see all this as real 
progress and a recogni¬ 
tion of the often unseen 
work that Penarth Town 
Council carries out at a 
relatively modest cost to 
improve the facilities 
enjoyed by its townspeo¬ 
ple. 

“The recently formed 
Penarth Tourism & 
Visitor Association is 
also making strides to 
improve the numbers of 
visitors coming into the 
town, and we have plans 
to make Penarth a ‘Well¬ 
being Town’ over the 
coming months, creating 
a dynamic new concept 
for high worth individu¬ 
als.” 


What's on, and where? 


Penarth Aviation 
Society 

HERMANN GOERING, com- 
mander-in-chief of the Nazi air 
force, is alleged to have said that he 
knew the game was up when he saw 
Mustangs flying over Berlin. 

Britain’s iconic fighter aeroplanes 
were the Spitfire and Hurricane, but if 
any can be said to have ‘won the war’ 
it was the American Mustang. It had a 
longer range and could fly higher and 
faster than any rival. 

The prototype built in America to 
British requirements was off the line 
in 102 days and by the end of the war 
they had destroyed nearly 5,000 
enemy aircraft. 

What made it so effective? 

Anthony Clements will be answering 
that question in his talk to members 
of Penarth Aviation Society at their 
meeting tomorrow (Eriday, January 6) 
using illustrations to show the devel¬ 
opment and designs that made the 
Mustang an outstanding fighter. 

Penarth Aviation Society meets at 
8pm on the first Eriday of each month 
at the Penarth Conservative Club. 
Visitors are welcome. 

Eurther information from the hon. 
secretary, Mr David Ephraim, on 


01446 721321. 

Celtic fun day 
A CELTIC New Year fun day for 
the family takes place on Saturday, 
January 14 at 12pm-4pm in 
Bonvilston Reading Room. Crafts, 
calennig, toffee making, singing, 
games, hot food, cakes and stalls. 
Entry: £2 per child, £5 for three or 
more siblings. 

Legion meetings: 

Royal British Legion monthly meet¬ 
ings will be held at the Llantwit 
Major Rugby club at 5.30pm on 
Monday evenings, commencing 
January 16. 

Classical treat 

THE public is invited to attend the 
newly-refurbished Bethel Baptist 
Church, Llantwit Major, on 
Tuesday, January 10 at 7:30pm for 
an evening with The Penrhys String 
Quartet (members of Welsh 
National Opera). 

The programme includes 
Schubert’s String Quartet in Eb, and 
Mozart’s Quintet in A, with Philip 
Tarlton on Basset Clarinet. All wel¬ 
come, admission is free. 


yn galw am gelf 


Yn ogystal a dethol 
yr Arddangosfa Agored, 
bydd y panel yn cydna- 
bod rhagoriaeth ac 
ymroddiad drwy ddyfar- 
nu ’r Eedal Aur am 
Gelfyddyd Gain, Y 
Eedal Aur am Grefft a 
Dylunio a’r 
Ysgoloriaeth Artist 
Ifanc. 

Mae ’r arddangosfa 
yn agored i’r rhai a 
aned yng Nghymru, neu 
ag iddynt rieni o 
Gymry, neu i’r sawl a 
fu ’n byw neu ’n gweithio 
yng Nghymru am y tair 
blynedd cyn 4 Awst 
2012, neu unrhyw 
berson sy ’n siarad neu 
ysgrifennu Cymraeg. 

Bob blwyddyn, mae 
dros 2,750 o geisiadau 
yn dod i law ac mae Y 
Lie Celf (Pafiliwn 
Celfyddydau Gweledol) 
yn yr Eisteddfod yn 
denu hyd at 40,000 o 
ymwelwyr. 

Am wybodaeth pel- 
lach cysylltwch gyda ’r 
Swyddog Celfyddydau 
Gweledol, Robyn Tomos 
ar 0845 4090 300 
robyn @ eisteddfod, org. u 
k. Y dyddiad cau yw 1 
Mawrth 2012. 

Mae adran 

Celfyddydau Gweledol 
yr Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol yn gwei- 
thredu mewn partneri- 
aeth a Chyngor 
Celfyddydau Cymru. 

Call for 
Eisteddfod 
art entries 

THE National 
Eisteddfod of Wales 
is calling on artists 
and makers to sub¬ 
mit entries for the 

Village 

carols 

for 

hospice 

MEMBERS of St 
Mary’s and Zoar 
churches, friends and 
neighbours - who 
walked around 
Bonvilston singing 
Christmas carols on 
Saturday, December 
17, raised £151.58 for 
Ty Hafan children’s 
hospice. 

The evening contin¬ 
ued outside the Reading 
Room with Mr Ritchie 
Evans (a long time resi¬ 
dent) switching the 
lights on the village 
Christmas tree. 

Another carol was 
sung before everyone 
moved into the warmth 
of the hall and were able 
to purchase mulled wine, 
soup, rolls and mince 
pies. 

The £151.58 raised 
from the collecting 
boxes, plus donations 
from St Mary’s and Zoar, 
made a total of £238.25 
-for which Ty Hafan 
was very grateful. 


Open Exhibition of 
the Vale of 
Glamorgan 2012 
National Eisteddfod 
of Wales. 

“This exhibition is 
one of the pinnacles of 
our cultural calendar,” 
said the Eisteddfod’s 
Visual Arts Officer, 
Robyn Tomos. 

“It is an integral part 
of the warp and weave 
of Wales’ visual arts 
activity. The annual 
show at the National 
Eisteddfod celebrates 
the best within the visu¬ 
al arts in Wales. 

“ Increasingly, the 
work displayed at the 
exhibition is considered 
of international standing 
and reflects the excel¬ 
lence, innovation and 
commitment within our 
artistic community. 

“We invite all eligi¬ 
ble artists and makers to 
submit their work for 
consideration.” 

At the Vale of 
Glamorgan 2012, the 
Eisteddfod will invite 
art critic Declan 
McGonagle, Director of 
National College of Art 
and Design, Dublin, to 
join Cardiff artist and 
mentor Sean Edwards, 
and applied artist and 
curator, Laura Thomas 
of The Makers Guild of 
Wales, to select the 
exhibition. 

“I’m looking forward 
to being introduced to 
the work of artists who 
will be mostly unknown 


to me and to see how 
they articulate their 
ideas, use various media 
and negotiate their 
sense of place and 
time,” he said. 

“It is always interest¬ 
ing to see connections, 
but also how differences 
emerge between differ¬ 
ent contexts. Open exhi¬ 
bitions provide exactly 
that opportunity - to see 
the unexpected, the 
unusual and the 
‘unsung’. They also 
give artists, who may 
not be in the main¬ 
stream, a chance to 
exhibit and be seen by a 
larger audience.” 

Declan McGonagle, 
who helped award the 
inaugural Artes Mundi 
international prize at 
Cardiff in 2004, is fas¬ 
cinated by the links 
between different kinds 
of making and the dif¬ 
ferent reasons behind 
the making, along with 
the relationship nowa¬ 
days between tradition, 
new art and new media. 

“Within the context 
of Wales, it will be 
interesting to see how 
artists deal with issues 
of cultural identity, both 
urban and rural, and 
also how the collision 
of traditional and con¬ 
temporary life and the 
collision of object mak¬ 
ing and digital or virtual 
media practice, is nego¬ 
tiated,” he said. 

As well as selecting 
the Open Exhibition, 


the panel will also 
award the Gold Medal 
for Line Art, the Gold 
Medal for Craft and 
Design and the Young 
Artist Scholarship for 
excellence and commit¬ 
ment. 

The exhibition is 
open to any person born 
in Wales, or of Welsh 
parents, or any person 
who has lived or 
worked in Wales for the 
three years prior to 
August 4 2012, or any 
person who is able to 
speak or write in the 
Welsh language. 

Over 2,750 entries 
are submitted each year 
and Y Lie Celf (Visual 
Arts Pavilion) at the 
Eisteddfod attracts up 
to 40,000 visitors. 

If you require further 
information, contact the 
Visual Arts Officer, 
Robyn Tomos, on 0845 
4090 300 or 
robyn @ eisteddfod, org. u 
k. The closing date for 
entries is March 1 2012. 
The Visual Arts section 
of the National 
Eisteddfod works in 
partnership with The 
Arts Council of Wales. 

SIGNED 

EDWARDS 


Local dog owners are 
warned to keep public 
spaces free of fouling 



Left to right - senior enforcement officer, Denny White; cabinet member 
for community safety, Coun Paul Church; enforcement officer, Stephen 
Abdulla; and cabinet member for visible services, Geoffrey Cox. 
DOG walkers have been urged mitment I took on when I got her.” 


to clean up after their pets at 
an event in a Vale park. 

The Vale Council’s enforcement 
team have been talking to users of 
Alexandra Park in Penarth, as well 
as handing out blue dog fouling 
bags. 

Coun Sophie Williams, who rep¬ 
resents St Augustine’s ward in 
Penarth, said: “I’ve had a number 
of complaints of dog fouling on 
pavements in the area. It’s not just 
unpleasant; it poses risks to young 
children. 

“The majority of dog owners are 
very responsible; it is a few who are 
putting others at risk. As a dog 
owner myself, I know that cleaning 
up after my dog is part of the com- 


Under the Dogs (Fouling of Land) 
Act 1996, owners who fail to clean up 
after their dogs could face a fine of 
up to £1,000. 

Senior enforcement officer Denny 
White, who organised the event, 
said: “If you are a dog owner, you 
must clean up after your dog. Please 
remember to take a couple of bags 
before you go out on your daily 
walk. 

“Once you’ve scooped the poop, 
simply tie the bag and place it in any 
council bin.” 

For more information visit 
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk, or 
email: 
visible@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk, or 
telephone: 01446 700111. 
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GOOD 
SPORTS 
JUMP IN AT 
THE DEEP 
END FOR 
CHARITY! 

PLAYERS and supporters of Sully Sports 
RFC stood out when they took on the annu¬ 
al Whitmore Bay lifeguards’ Boxing Day 
swim. 

They took to the water in their pink and 
black kit to raise awareness of the club’s 
annual charity match, which will take place 
this year on February 25 at the Sully Sports 
ground. 

A club spokesman said: “A big thanks to 
Dave of Buildex construction, who provide 
the kit, and to everyone who took part. ” 


Daredevil swimmers brave the cold Bristol 
Channel - for Barry Island’s Boxing Day bash! 


THERE was a good turnout for the 
Boxing Day swim at Barry Island, 
organised as usual by the Whitmore 
Bay Surf Life Saving Club. 

The chairman of the club, Cliff Nelson, 
told The GEM: “We made a prompt start 
and the event was well supported by the 
public. 

“The sun even came out during the 
swim!” 

He added: We were glad to see Sully 
Sports Rugby Club taking the plunge!” 






Cardiff Airport staff eased the 
pressure on Santa’s workshop! 


CARDIFF Airport and part¬ 
ner company employees 
gave Santa and his elves a 
helping hand this year - by 
collecting 32 presents for 
vulnerable children in south 
Wales. 

It was the eighth year that staff 
at the company had taken part in 
Business in the Community’s 
Christmas campaign. 

The campaign has been run by 
the charity for more than a decade 
and encourages businesses and 
their employees to donate presents 
to brighten up Christmas for 
underprivileged children around 


Wales. Presents purchased by 
Cardiff Airport have been donated 
to the ‘Vale of Glamorgan Short 
Breaks’ project based in Barry. 

Marion Williams, from Cardiff 
Airport, said: “The staff love get¬ 
ting involved in the campaign 
every year and it’s very rewarding 
to know we’ve put smiles on the 
faces of so many local children. ” 

Presents from this year’s cam¬ 
paign have also gone to the chari¬ 
ty Action for Children, which sup¬ 
ports and speaks out for the most 
vulnerable children and young 
people in the UK, as well as to 
other Welsh children’s charities. 

Barbara Street, Action for 


Children’s Operational Director 
of Children’s Services, said: “For 
most of us, Christmas is a special 
time, but sadly, there are plenty of 
children who will receive few, if 
any presents this year. 

“Just one gift can make a huge 
difference to the families who are 
most in need of support and will 
help bring some magic to a child’s 
Christmas. ” 

Approximately 50 companies 
from across Wales took part in this 
year’s campaign and together 
donated presents for more than 
2,500 underprivileged children. 
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FESTIVE CLEAN WITH THE FRIENDS! 

BARRY-based environmental group ‘Friends of Barry Beaches’ celebrat¬ 
ed their biggest beach clean yet, with 28 volunteers meeting up on Boxing 
Day on the Knap beach in Barry. 

Co-ordinator Rob Curtis reported: “This was our best attended event yet 
with 14 black bags of rubbish being removed and nine bags of recycling col¬ 
lected. 

‘Our next beach clean will be on Sunday, January 29 at Porthkerry Beach at 
the usual time of 3pm.” 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning (General 
Development Procedure) Order 1995 

NOTICE is hereby given that application has been made to the Council for 
planning permission for the undermentioned developments: 

HYSBYSIR trwy hyn i geisiadau gael eu gwneud i’r Cyngor am ganiatad 
cynllunio ar gyfer y datblygiadau canlynol: 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area / 

Datblyqu a alia! effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 


Location :/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 

Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2011/01196/FUL 

Demolish existing single storey rear extension, construct 
new single storey extension to incorporate new entrance 
foyer, meeting room kitchen and toilets 
United Free Church, rear of 21, Westgate, Cowbridge 

Cowbridge 


2011/01213/FUL 

Erection of one detached dwelling (renewal of 
2006/00260/FUL) 

Land adjacent to Penny Cottage, Dimlands Road, 
Llantwit Major 


Llantwit Major 


Conservation Area Consent / Caniatad Ardal Gadwraeth 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 

Conservation Area:/ 
Ardal Gadwraeth 


2011/01214/CAC 

Demolition of existing buildings to create residential plot 
(renewal of 2006/00296/CAC) 

Land adjacent to Penny Cottage, Dimlands Road, 
Llantwit Major 

Llantwit Major 


Listed Building Consent / Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 
Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 


Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 
Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2011/01211/LBC 
Retention of boiler flue 

Springbank Nursing Home, College Road, Barry 
Grade II 


2011/01218/LBC 

Erect partition wall with two doorways, in order to divide 
existing kitchen area space into a smaller kitchen area 
and a disabled toilet facility. Install two roof vents. 
Refurbish and reglaze where necessary window in 
adjacent room 

The Old School, Wine Street, Llantwit Major 
Grade II 


2011/01225/LBC 

Single storey rear extension, second floor bedroom 
alterations and roof terrace glazed balustrade 
8, PwlI y Min Crescent, Peterston-Super-Ely 

Grade II 


2011/01234/LBC 

Re-roofing, repairs and minor alterations 
Ewenny Priory House, Abbey Road, Ewenny 

Grade II* 


Affecting setting of a Listed Building/ 

Cais (au) sy'n effeithio ar leoliad Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2011/01196/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Demolish existing single storey rear extension, construct 

new single storey extension to incorporate new entrance 
foyer, meeting room kitchen and toilets 
United Free Church, rear of 21, Westgate, Cowbridge 


Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 

Application No:/ 
Rhif y cais: 
Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Location :/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 


Affecting 21, Westgate, Cowbridge, Grade II 


2011/01224/FUL 

Single storey rear extension, second floor bedroom 
alterations and roof terrace glazed balustrade 
8, PwlI y Min Crescent, Peterston-Super-Ely 


Adeilad Rhestredig Affecting No. 7 and 9, PwlI y Min Crescent, Grade II* 

May affect a Public Right of Way / 

Gall effeithio ar Hawl Tramwy Cyhoeddus 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 2011/01227/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: Demolition of three Dutch barns together with a stable 

block and the conversion of detached farm outbuildings 
to four domestic dwellings. 

Location:/Lleoliad: Llancadle Farm, Llancadle, Barry 

Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, or via 
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir isod, neu dnvy 
www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 5th January, 2012 
Rob Thomas 

Head of Planning, Vale of Glamorgan Council, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 


CHAMPION BOXER HAS 
COLLEGE CONNECTIONS 


BARRY-born 
boxer Lee Selby 
weighed in at 
Cardiff and Vale 
College (CAVC) 
just ahead of his 
successful defence 
of his British and 
Commonwealth 
Featherweight 
titles, accompanied 
by his coach - one 
of the College’s 
tutors. 

Lee visited CAVC’s 
Colcot Road site in 
Barry to be weighed by 
sport and fitness lecturer 
Kevin Fulthorpe, who is 
also chief inspector for 
the British Boxing 
Board of Control in 
Wales. 

Lee has been coached 
by the college’s Cardiff 
Construction Training 
Centre lecturer, Bill 
Reynolds, at his gym in 
Newport for the last 
three years. 

Lee successfully 
defended his champion 
status against challenger 
John Simpson at the 
famous York Hall in 
Bethnal Green on 
December 14. 

Bill said: “Lee’s 
training is going fantas¬ 
tically. When he went 
for the title he was the 
underdog, but now box¬ 
ing promoter Frank 
Warren says he’s defi¬ 


nitely got the chance of 
winning the European 
title. I think he’s world 
quality. He can do it.” 

Lee said: “At the 
moment I’m training 
full time as a profes¬ 
sional boxer and I want 
to go on and gain 
European and world 
honours, but sport and 
fitness is something I 
am very aware of. A 
career as a boxer can be 
very short lived and 
sport and fitness is 
something I would defi¬ 
nitely think of - I am 
very aware of all the 
new facilities at Cardiff 
and Vale College.” 

Kevin Eulthorpe 
added: “I’m chief 
inspector for the Welsh 
area for the British 
Boxing Board of 
Control. 

“I’m also part of the 
team that administrates 
courses for trainers and 
seconds - we have pur¬ 
pose-built first aid 
courses for boxing train¬ 
ers and courses that pro¬ 
vide basic knowledge of 
the principles of fitness 
and nutrition. This 
reflects the courses we 
offer at the college for 
health and fitness, per¬ 
sonal trainers and first 
aid.” 



Cardiff and Vale College lecturer Kevin Fulthorpe, Lee Selby and 
Cardiff Construction Training Centre lecturer Bill Reynolds. 


AM meets golf leader 


STEWART Buse, 
who is based in 
Barry, has developed 
a new Young Golfers 
Association to 

encourage and sup¬ 
port young people to 
get involved in golf - 
which he says has 
made a huge differ¬ 
ence to his life. 

He met Vale AM Jane 
Hutt to find out how he 
can get support for this 
new initiative, which is 
registered as a small 
charity with VC VS. 

He is raising funds to 
provide opportunities for 
young people aged 18 to 
30 to have basic lessons 
and get onto local golf 



Jane Hutt and Stewart Buse 

courses for practice, in making golf available 
exercise and enjoyment, to young people who are 
Jane Hutt said: “I was not involved in sport and 
very impressed with may lack confidence in 
Stewart's plans to open their abilities. I am glad 
up golf to young people this initiative is being 
who have no opportuni- led by a young person 
ties to take up this popu- who lias found that golf 
lar recreational sport. He has made a big differ- 
is particularly interested ence.” 


Golden girls aiming for a sportier Vale 



St Cyres student Rhoslyn Frugniet (left) and 
Stanwell pupil Danielle Lane (right) have been 
appointed by the Vale of Glamorgan Council as 
sporting ambassadors, using the London 2012 
Games as a catalyst to motivate other teenagers 
to get more active. 


AS preparations 
for the London 
2012 Games enter 
the home straight 
this year, two 
teenage girls from 
Penarth will be 
working hard to 
ensure that the 
Olympics and 
Paralympics help to 
create a legacy of 
local youngsters 
having a life-long 
love of sport. 

St Cyres student 
Rhoslyn Erugniet and 
Stanwell pupil Danielle 
Lane have been appoint¬ 
ed by the Vale Council 
as new ‘Gold 
Ambassadors’ to act as 
role models to their 


Bees show form 


BARRY under-9s were in stun¬ 
ning form last month at the 
Reserviour Field against 
Pencoed. 

After a slight wobble previously 
against Sully, the Bees responded with 
their best performance of the season so 
far. 

Erom the outset, Barry took the 
game to Pencoed, and with their for¬ 
wards and backs dominating, it was 
clear that it was going to be a tough 
morning for the visitors. 

This dominance resulted in quick 
tries from Myles Latham, Isaac 
McBride and Spencer Williams; the 
latter after a flowing move, with virtu¬ 
ally every Barry player involved in the 
play. 

Pencoed struggled to maintain pos¬ 
session, and with so much ball, the 
Bees were cutting loose from all over 
the park. Eurther tries from Cian 


Anderson and Seb Eahiya stretched 
the lead further. 

Pencoed responded well after the 
break, and scored a deserved try to 
make it 6-1. This stirred the Bees and 
Seb took the ball on the switch from 
the kick off to score another. Ethan 
Watkins then forced his way over the 
line after another powerful forward 
drive. 

The floodgates now opened and 
Isaac added his second. There were 
further tries from James Latham and 
James Chapman, who added two more 
in quick succession. Barry finished in 
style with another flowing move. Cole 
Saunders scored in the corner. 

Team; Jake Lang, Isaac McBride, 
Charlie Bale, Ethan Watkins, James 
Latham, Myles Latham, Cian 
Anderson, Stephen Williams, Spencer 
Williams, Seb Eahiya, James 
Chapman, Cole Saunders. 


peers and they’ll be 
using the London 2012 
Games as a catalyst to 
motivate others to take 
part in more school 
sport, get down their 
local leisure centre, join 
a sports club, or do 
whatever they can to 
lead a healthier lifestyle. 

It’s all part of the 
national ‘Young 

Ambassadors’ initiative, 
created by organisations 
including Sport Wales, 
Youth Sport Trust and 
Adidas, and supported 
locally by the Vale 
Council’s sports and 
play development team 
and education depart¬ 
ment. 

Rhoslyn and Danielle, 
who are both year-13 
pupils, were selected to 
join the ranks of the elite 
sporting ambassadors in 
Wales for the excellent 
example they have set 
by volunteering their 
time to help out with 
coaching and leading 
sports sessions. 

Both girls have 
embraced the challenge 
of encouraging their 
schoolmates to become 
more active, and will be 
giving presentations in 
school assemblies about 
the Young Ambassador 
Scheme this year. 

They will also be 
inviting students to 
apply to become 
‘Adistars’ to support the 
Gold Ambassadors’ 
efforts to spread the 
sporty message. The 
new Adistars will join 
those who were enlisted 
last year and Rhoslyn 
and Danielle will then 
look to create ‘sports 


councils’ within their 
schools, giving pupils a 
voice to generate ideas 
for how their schools 
can get involved in 
Olympic-related activi¬ 
ties. 

The school sports 
councils will also 
explore ways of increas¬ 
ing participation in sport 
both in the run up to the 
London 2012 games and 
long after the sporting 
extravaganza has left 
these shores. 

The Vale’s only other 
Gold Ambassador is Jess 
Richards, a sixth former 
at Llantwit Major 
Comprehensive School 
who was recruited last 
year, and along with for¬ 
mer Cowbridge 

Comprehensive pupil 
Will Thomas, set the 
standard for Rhoslyn 
and Danielle to follow. 

She said: “I cannot 
emphasise how much 
my self-esteem has 
increased through this 
role. I never would have 
thought I would feel 
comfortable delivering a 
presentation and speak¬ 
ing publicly, but being a 
Gold Ambassador has 
given me the confidence 
to go for every opportu¬ 
nity available to me. 

“To be a representa¬ 
tive involved with the 
Olympics is quite 
extraordinary. I feel part 
of something special, 
and for the effort that I 
have put in I have been 
equally rewarded. It 
makes me feel so happy 
to see others develop 
and progress through 
sport.” 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE: 5:00 PM 11 January 2012 


homes 4 .u 

MOXLINE 

01446 709840 
0890 242 0637 


To apply call the hotline, e-mail us at 
HOMES 4 UOvaleofglainorgan. 90 V 4 ik 
or apply in witting to: 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Legal. Public Protection and Housing Department 
Civic Offices Holton Ftoad. Barry CF 63 4 RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Broad Street. Barry CF 62 7 AL 


AB€RA£ROM CLOSC, BARRY |2| ■ ARTHOR OAVIft COURT, HARRY f AWBERY HOUSE BARRY 



fHU RiAwmffoa 

• fSfnNy 

• ? ■ T«»Q>b9d hoittm 

• CeNQraJheamg 

♦OOUBH (^02)00 

• Qir 4 »m 


R«m €0540 pm 

cAargv 


a 


BUTTRILLS ROAO. BARRY 



NRJ/Mmma 108X10 

Si^UbH Itr • Mmily 

♦ Thrft# btdrootf 'ttuM 

• Carfrai hMltig 

• OoUbH gvrttg 

♦ Gardens 


R#m CSO^ waRt 
reudfig mtim charga 


HAMOVER COURT, BARRY 



OAK COURT. PCNARTH 

YT' 




wau fwd^ficr w /4 fj 
8ucadieaiK*RH|it 
parson OMtf 56 > AO patft 
•Bsjdto aponmem 

• Pr»i toor (no ttti 

• Goa co»trai haturtg 

• Oaubla gaming 

• RnrdMt on lelii 

• Convnuoai aniranco 

flMi tl 6.73 pm 

nouanQ 


J 


CASTLE ROAO, RHOOSC 



H4U 7466^4 

Sottstola for a Ungla 
poraon. couple or 
aMll family. Preference 
gnoo to tonams iMtfi an 
•acaflem tionancy Mstofy 

• TiAO-oadfocm fan 

• Hfot fioof 

• CarYrai ntofog 

• OcKiiltglaang 
Rant Cn.10 par mmA 
tidudng ur«Ka cNirga 


HARVEY STREET BARRY 


H 4 U itmn 

SuOabla lor a imRa 
paraon or coupia oaar 00 
BO wftti madRal naodd 

• iWo oadfoom lat 

• Pint toor 

• Scftama 

• Cor'TTvnty atsmt 

Rant (09 44 par amaA 

ncf udriQ atnnco crorge 



HdUf^^ranco fa8f534 
SutablafOcafIngle 
parson or couple oacr 00 
|56iaHh madkatnaaOaO 

• Ona-badfuo«* feui 

• Pral tocr NHtil#0 

• Scheme marogor 

• Commuraty otorm 

Rent C10A13 po' woaA 

ddiASrg sareic* onorgt 


You mijsl be a NOME S4U mornber 
to apply tor any Of these homes. 
When bidding for nxire than one 
prupeMy you vaill be asked lo Slate 
yocr ofC^ Of prefefen<» 

All derj<)f pticns and ott^r details 
are ir good facr And aro 
boterhioc: to t» coneci bi>: any 
patents lenar< shoiid satsfy 
thernselves as to ther cxxrectness 

Strnrricf n « thsntabAr hontrq .ssMoniftnn 


I nau RpAnros K17f90 
Suttablalorasmgla 
pofton ar oosipio ouar 

40-nopaaa 

♦ Cr4 todroomfWt 

♦ RfSt floor 

• Gam caarorai haalrg 

• Doable gnr-ng 

Rant C0S91 per m u A 
|n^?od^g eorvipa charge 


RCDIANDS AVEHUE. PCNARTH 


H4U«eRri«ce7433f7 
Suit, for 0 flr>git parson 
or oouple oaor S6 

• Onobooroom hit 

• FifUi hoar 

• Cfrtral heeSrig 

• Ooubitgloang 

• WOrOan 

■ CorwnunCy alami 
Rant EOS 90 per taeeA 
hdtidng seoke. afarr^ 
and laorden charges 

^^HomeSwapper 

Are you a council or housinQ 
asBociaHloo tenant looking lo move 
to more Siuttabla acoommodiataon? 
Why not look to amohenge^ 

KCME54U fm pmed HOMESWAPPER. 
the Urgeet mutuei earvce to# 

councI and housing association torants 
iookno to snap homes ai the UK. 
HOMESVMPPER « tree to |3n and can 
be accessed trcm any PC. 

Join icxtay at Kvew.homeeeapper.OQiJi 
For further informeiion contact us on 
0t446 7D4316. 



® H4U Re^mnce 20)2^ 

SuiialMe for a engit partoa or ceupit cutr eg 

TNs prope«ty be eiocaied to viosa appleanis are ceA 

damonstrato ar> metier* teronci hislory. 

kppacents uir a prauous history of rem ar^eeri pr ans-sociai 

bchaMoor ell not be oonsiderod 

• T>Ao-ooorooni tet 

• Second Soo# ath mH 

• Central htesng 

• Oovi3le {hmng 

R mt CTS.tS p«r mmmk nduBng Mrvm crorg* 


CHESTERFIELD STEET, BARRY ■ GERAINT PLACE. BARRY 


N4</lhUmni- . P gOOSTt 
SuiiebNloral^iff 

• TUo*bodroom house 

• Contfal reatlre 

• DouUii gRirg 

• Gmdms 




Rent C90.4e per neali 
inckidPg ¥4Mf charga 



H4U faUMw n m TTOOM 
euhobta for 4 laiNly 

• Tfrae bedroom houea 

• C«nlm haUCing 
il • Dovbta glazing 

•Garde^e 


Rant C9i.5e per yraah 
^ nduArg vMlar tfurga 


MANORBIER COURT, BARRY 



H4Ufhh»mncm7lU^r 
SueaM tor a Camlt|r 

• Tfraebedroom house 

• CamrU heahrg 

• Dotitrn gRrrg 
•Gonlens 


Rent CSe.ge par oeak 
including aareoa charga 


OAK COURT, PENARTH 

YT^ 


STATION ROAO. RHOOSE 



H4URtf9fmK9^47967 

SuAaRN lor a alofN 
parsers ceuplaor 
smad family. PnNranoa 
grran lo lananis alh an 
4RM*aY lanancy hoitory 

• Tao-bacSoom tRI 

• FirfI Soor 

• Canvaf i-eabrg 

• Douoa gRiTH) 

Rant CTASe par weak 
mcludag oaraoe charge 



Hau FRRfvnCTi atuess 
SiReliR ibr a tingle 
ptraon Otar 00 ^ erth 
mtdicaa n aidat 

• BDiido apartmarK 

• Ground leer 

• Schtmt mmnmymf 
■ Comnsin ty oRmt 

Rant Cid 90 per aeaS 
net iuRrg serwice Charga 


TAPSCOn NOUESE, HARRY 



Sue for a aa«|Ri partoa ar 
cotipR Otar 40 - ne pelt 
Re-eovorttsed 

• Tao bedroom flat 

• Second Root (ho Itti 

• Gao oarmal roatv^ 

• GouUe gbrng 

• Comraunai tnlmrce 

• Cemmuno! gamer. 

Ram CIS 47 per aaaa 
Helling sentoa chege 


Address 

Bids 

Band 

Rep. 

Aaron Ooea 

129 

Gold 

OB<0/ii 

Arrur OeaaCt 

Raad#at<Md 


Cawa CRae 

92 

GpN 

0RCCV11 

CaeRey PRce 

toe 

Gold 

oacti^it 

Oantagh Court 

S2 

Oold» 

07,<908 

OyfTR cOitt 

S2 

Gold 

oa<r/ii 

Atmua 

41 

Gold 

0604^1 

FekonRoed 

114 

Gold 

laoi'ii 

Radkards A#an ja 

6 

60124 

291Qf1l 

dua«ate«a(a Road 

100 

GqN 

240911 

SiCRhameeCt 

Z1 

Gold 

090911 

Siaoen Road 

41 

Gold4 

260911 

TautconHojia 

Readravhtad 


hoftrnt rood 

45 

Gold 

11.«f/11 

VRnatonRoad 

41 

Goldt 

07,0910 


<2# Anewydd 0<a> 
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ri orw. 


ISION 


Si (j n nil Ill Sty r Kl-rnir 

.^iijr’SriiaECx 

Tir ! II' ■niihT ■■ 

1 t “ 

/ Oomwlc A Comw>» c lai 

✓ 0^rnt**nk fnf <^(m 

/ 24 hou* T Ovr* S«rvc« I 

✓ 13 Wnrtti Ciuarxni*^ I 

^ HIM Af^tv««d 

, iti t Ti lATI.* 

- AT SERVICE 


[■iijii.ii Hr.-. i:ti-.*ii[i|)lir!l ]i« 1 nrT'uirTiiiVr D 
[j I i-rf “ n ‘ f Aci idi ^ JisE:_ ? 

Ccniadcrailofi ot A«rt«l Imlalltr* 

fiUfi^hnar* A»r 
C «I4« Ane AccAMoriBa? 


^for2 

Buy 3 blinds for 
the price oil J 


Vats of Glamor^ 

iendB4| 



01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


www.onevisjonltd.co.uk 



This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

I Probably Wales’ Number I for: 
* BNnds 
•Shutters 

♦Awnii^ f solar 
•Canopies bUndS 


SOIAR 

North Road, Bridgend 

Industrial Estate, Bridgend CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 

DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


DIGITAL AERIALS FROM 

SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07772206399 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS 


pm mmiji 

^ Digital Aerials 
^ Repairs & Upgrades 
^ Affordable Prices 
^ Reliable Service 
^ OAP Discounts 
^ Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 





VALE BLINDS(m.es)L» 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


BUND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLINE 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNIT 3 & 4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

wvvw.starline-blinds.co.uk 


Happy New Year to everyone I TEL: (029) 2086 0631 




Barry Aerials 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

• Poor Reception Fixed 

• OAP Discounts 

• Additional TV Points 

• Digital Aerial Installations 

• Free Home Visits 

• Freesat Installations 


LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Caii us on 01446 439125 



soaayacLig] ©ocpwa©©© 


BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & HVIBERIREAIMENT 


SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 



01446 420784 • 07970 642537 


365 BUILDING 
& MAINTENANCE 

STORM DAMAGE SPECIALIST 
Buiiding & Roofing Contractors 
(Plus Insurance Work) 




• Carpentry • Plumbing • Plastering • Painting 

• Electrics • Fascias & Gutters • Decorating 

• New Build ‘Tree Surgery • Landscaping 

• Garage Door Repairs • Extensions 

• Loft Conversions • Flood Damage 

• Blocked Toilets & Sewers 


References available for inspection. 

All work done by time served tradespeople. 

Call for a no obligation free quote 

01446 734157 07920 436800 
07825 418757 


RJ.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing, 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 713737 
or 07920 195775 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

^ 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 





ital 

Aerials ^ 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 747875/743267 



[Bni30(d3oDg] 


GRABit^”^ 

318 VALE ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

HAYES ROAD, SULLY V/ 

Call 91446 700535 

or visit our website 
vwvw.grabitplanthireltd.co.uk 

For all your groundwork requirements, coll Wendy - 
friendly, professional advice and free estimates! 

groundwork! 

CONTRACTORS 

ALL SIZE PLANT 
WITH DRIVERS 

FOR HIRE AT 
REASONABLE 
PRICES. FOR ALL 
YOUR GROUND¬ 
WORK NEEDS 


GRAB HIRE 
SERVICE 

WASTE 

DISPOSAL 

SITE 

CLEARANCE. 

AGGREGATE 

DELIVERIES. 

sM 



WELSH 

LIME WORKS 


NATURE AND , 
TRADITION 


/ Lime Render 
/ Lime Plaster 
/ Lime Pointing 
/ Lime Wash 

Tel: 01443 405250 

info@welshlinneworks.com 


BiilLDIHQ 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 
» Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

» Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservotories 




NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 




Unit ID, Hepworth 
Park, Coed Cae Lane 
Ind Est, CF72 9DX 


BRIDGEND 
01656 858 143 
CARDIFF 
02921 155009 
LLANTRISANT 
01443 237753 


Pleated 

Roman Blinds 

:: .l-ds 

Vertical Blinds 

’ ■ nds 


bargainblinds_@hotmail.co.uk 

www.bargain I blinds.co.uk 


the ^EI»i 
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365 'I 

CARPENTRY^ 


W IfhswooJ 
- we're 

SwUry rerygoat 

Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


01446 734157 

SEE OUR MAIN 
ADVERT IN THE 
BUILDING SECTION 

'We do it air 





Chimney 

Sweep 


Hie Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 

HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


C/lw^^A 

Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


me @ 

guildofmastersweeps 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & TN.ST AT .T A TTON 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


^ ‘Domestic and 
CommerciaC 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering T 

01446 771137 dfQuomions 
Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


HO computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

' Fast, reliable, on-site service 
' Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


mpA/A/md^ 

Ad/DDWPAm^ 

JOHN CLISSETT 
Phone: 01446 750625 
Mobile: 07980 691584 

Email: john.thepainter@hotmail.co.uk 




1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed 
\Local, reliable & Profes sional 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 




GUTTER CLEANING 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

"cryitoui^ 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 



^^^n^INTING & 
li \ m I DECORATING 
Ip^^USERVICES 

Exterior/Interior. 
Free Quotes. 
Clean tidy worker. 
All insurance work. 
Carpet Cleaning 
available. 

FULLY INSURED 
01446 772702 
07505 979078 
Weekend calls welcome 
www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


r^TEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 


Fora 
Free 
Quote.. 


Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 

Fully qualified. 


”01446 795520 
07891 768151 / 




01446 741460 
07830 480569 



VfILE CARPETS 


tdat cotHed- to- cjoct- 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
* IVeatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 




ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, Freezers, 
Cieaners, Tumbie Dryers etc 

K. WATKINS 

Electrical Services Est. 1978 
WE DO NOT COVER BARRY 

Bridgend 650723 





gA R^FIT 

(Established Familv Business) 



(Established Family Business) 


Why renew when you can repair! 
Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 

07885347642 I Approved Contractor 



P J CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 

S Bridgend 659354 07974 120082 


VERTICAL BLINDS 

Offer only with this voucher 


Doors,Windows, Conservatories 
Garage Conversions, 

Repairs & Installations HAPPY 

Prices YOU can’t afford to miss! NEW YEAR 


MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 

01446 439212*01656 646464*02920 508770 

E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Bridgend Showroom: Cardiff Showroom: 

I Oa Ewenny Road, Unit 2, Leckwith Rd, 
^ Bridgend CF31 3HL Cardiff CF11 SAP 
Free conservatory design service available 


REPAIR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
Refurbished Appliances On Sale 
Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

• COOKERS 

• TUMBLE DRYERS 

• FRIDGE/FREEZERS 

• VACUUM CLEANERS 




www.mpnwindows.com 




Opening hours 9ani to 9pni 7 days a week 



(^S| 


Driving School Ltd 

Lessons from £9.99 • Instmctor training 
Learn from 14 years of age 
One week crash courses including test 
Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 




imm 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 



First 3 hours 
from £30 
First 10 hours 
from £120 

FOR TOTAL 
BEGINNERS 

01446 719555 
07798 501267 




Home & Garden Care 

Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 


I Installer 

I I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail .co.uk 


dji^QCQ gQ[PW0iii> 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


RtWmBR 

Horttoilhiral 

Tel: 01446 775602 Fax: 01446 773476 
www.riverlea. co. uk 

GiHUSqVama 

■MiPMha HhMMMtMIMIAMMNIMI 

dL A "Tl Owl (tell ssnAsuS ssS rmst mt 

h - 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 

Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 


LAING 


Electrical 
Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms, Design, 
Installation, 
Maintenance 
N.I.C.E.I.C.Approved 
Competitive prices 

Mobile 07980 712777 


ihe c^ri 


' Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on ai446 

736525 or a7815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Brikb (fs 
Kue V 

Tree Services' 


The 

GEM 




Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
& EENCING AVAILABLE 
HIGHLY QUALDIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


Arborwood Tree Care 

7 I f y ; ihoj • Ir»i l 

iMrvrn*’’ TtrTW*-. rr. rjnkr* 

IVj “'Ilr-ij. 
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I. SOsi I • 
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Tell 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 







GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Sanne day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

vvww.gdsdoors.co.u k 



GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES 



ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 


www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 



Give your Central 
Heating System a 
new lease of life 


Competitive Prices 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 
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X>0 IS '2^ 1Z’ 





David Finney 

•ns'lteailiil'PtHniiiii 


Cut and keep me for all your heating 
and plumbing needs across the Vale 
and Bridgend this winter 




iTAywARM"piti;;^fNi 

All Plumbing, Heating & Gas Services 

Servkini 

302 /'] 

IQ 

Combi Boiler Installation 
and Repair Specialist 

g & landlord certified boiler changes & upgrades 

Gas Cookers and Fires Fitted 
Leaking/Burst Pipes 

Tel. 02920 881358 

Mob. 07794 335053 


Q ? S Plumbing & Heating 

^ fl™ 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
IB" Combination Boiler Specialist 
I ^ Annual Boiler Service only £40 ^ 1 

I For all your plumbing and heating requirements 


All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. — 

Fast, Friendly Service. 301616 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured" 



J P EOVVA.ROS 

RCUlWIBIfsIO A 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators no. 5^4 


790127 07719 005S20 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing 

• LPG Specialists 230141 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 



01446 404838 


Si Ivey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www .silve vroofinq.co.uk 

_ 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


DCflumbmyf 


• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

0«44S«flf7l 
orff m mn 


Cowbridge & Vale 
PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 






01446 

794266 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 



DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation .1 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 '^55 

01446 740176 53440 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition of 
English, French and Spanish 
to both children and adults 
(beginners up to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


TfaiiaoDg) 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 


stablished oy^r 23years ^ 

<Tuestyte 

^ Martyn Hacker 

SPECIALIST WALL AND FLOOR CERAMIC 
AND NATURAL STONE TILING 
PROFESSIONAL, RELIABLE SERVICE 

07816 668076 or 01446 792676 ^ 


martynhacker05@hotmail.co.uk 


dj^itaGog] ©©Cfwa^^> 




JMC Ryan A Son 

Rao h ng 


Rfmm RmUmmtma 
Simtk»g mmit Wing 
aR¥C QmHmHog/ fimmtiimm 
Chh&tnay 

Immg VkBvys / ftamMingB 
fiat RomfUtg Spaaim$imt» 
m ^sisssimsss 


INSTAjf 

SKIP HIRE LXI^ ^ 

Mini, Midi & Large Builders Skips 

Delivered and Collected 
e* Discount ONLY on hardcore skips ^ 
WASTE COLLECTIONS - ' 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading 
Estate, Barry, CF63 3RF 

Bs Tel: 01446421072 



Possibly the 
cheapest Skips 
in South Wales 


Open: Mon-Fri 
7ann - 6pnn 


REMOVE 


r 




Saturday 
Sam -1 pm 


;ycle re-use 



Abacus Skip Hire 

Your local skip hire company 

£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 


100% Wood/Stone/Soil 



2 yard £79 

3 yard £89 

4 yard £99 

6 yard £119 

8 yard £149 

14 yard £189 

Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 



BEST CHSH PRICES 

FOR UNWANTED SCRAP 
£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc ... 

All vehicles are disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 



Avoid the cell- 

USE A&L! 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


365 
ROOFING^ 


01446 734157 

SEE OUR MAIN 
ADVERT IN THE 
BUILDING SECTION 

'We do it air 


01446 774484 


We buy any: 

Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, Scrap Metal etc 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price locally for: Copper, 
Lead. Brass, Aluminium, Stainless Steel, 
Household Wire, Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 

Call US today on 

01446 701707 

_ (24 Hours) 


ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
theDVLAand 
Environmental 
Agency in 
. Barry 


INSTA 

ELECTR 



• All electricaJ work undertaken 

• Testin| & Inspecckm 

• Fault rkiding • InstaEatiom _ 

• MaintakiarKe ♦ Repairs 

WM 

—'J? 01446 421072 
'——^ 07816 091425 



ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


aixlent.wiring@ hotmail.co.uk 


SUTTONS 
Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


Llandow Metals 


LICENSED FACILITY 


CaU: 01446 792669 or 07966 171840 


DH Solutions-Cash For Scrap 


ALL VEHICLES BOUGHT FROM 
YOUR HOME OR WORKPLACE, 
FLEXIBLE COLLECTION TIMES. 


£170 minimum 
up to £20, 000 


Cas h on collec tion 

All vehicle quotes on a complete vehicle 
basis with factory components. 


£100 JVIINIJVIZJJVI 

any vehicles pre-1993/L Reg 


Batteries & Catalytic Converters Bought 
No wheels? No problem! Open 24 hours 

www.dhsolutionscash4scrap.co.uk 


08453 047117/07785 943145 


All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Will collect (any distance). 

02920 593732 or 07415 851192 


'"YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT 
TO WIN IT" 

Planning to start your 2012 
marketing? 

Call our team now for advice 
and help on how best to 
promote your business. 

The GEM 01446 774484 
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GEM Family Notices 






LOOKER 

William (Bill) 

Shirley would like to thank family, 
friends and neighbours who have supported 
her during this sad time. 

Thanks to everyone who made a donation in lieu 
of flowers to Cancer Research Wales, also to the 
Minister and Lewis for the lovely service. 


PRIGG, Clive 

The family would like to thank all relatives, 
friends, neighbours and colleagues for their cards, 
support and kind words through this difficult time. 

Special thanks to Reverend Julian Jenkins and 
Reverend David Bolt for the support given and a 
personal and memorable service. 

Gone but not forgotten 




W. A. Brown & Son 




• fwriT-i' • Mint 

iJancuit "^92Hf89 
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INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OE REST 
PRE-PAID EUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 

=J 


Cadoxton Funeral Home 



to consider a small funeral home: 

1. We work harder to earn 
your business. 

We can’t afford to provide anything less 
than impeccable service, or to leave you 
with less than the best impression possible. 

2. You’re not just our client, 
you’re our boss. 

We don’t lose sight of who we’re working 
for. After all, you’re the one our staff has 
to answer to. 

3. We arrange funerals, 
we don’t sell them. 

It is our responsibility to honour your 
wishes and respect your budget. 

4. We like meeting families, not goals. 
Like you, we are family orientated in 
this community, supporting you when 
you need us. 

5. We spend time with you. 

Arranging a funeral is important to you, 
and you don’t deserve to be rushed 

6. All care Of Your loved one is 
carried out in Barry. 

We Guarantee and assure our families 
that we carry out all care of their loved 
ones at our premises, not out of area, and 
they remain here until the day of the 
funeral. 

7 Tynewydd Road, 

Barry CF62 8HB 
Call us on 01446 421212 
www.parkfunerals.co.uk 


WATTS 

Graham John 

Peacefully on December 22nd in hospital 
after a long illness, Graham of Rhoose. 

Beloved husband of Valerie, dearly loved father of Blair and 
Leigh, much loved grandfather of Louis, Matthew and Emily. 
Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & Sons, 
Fonmon. Funeral Monday, January 9th, service 2pm at 
St nituds Church, Llantwit Major followed by cremation at 
Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend at 3.15pm. 

No flowers by request, donations in lieu if desired to lorwerth 
Jones Home c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ 


JOHN, Sue 

(nee Brown) 

Peacefully on December 30th at Marie Curie 
Hospice, Penarth, after a short illness. 

Sue, beloved daughter of the late Clyde and Dilys. 
Much loved mother of Emma, a loving sister to Geoff and 
sister-in-law to Wendy. Much loved cousin of Shan and 
husband Paul, Katie, Julian, Oha, Tom and Sylvia. 
Special Auntie to Kate and Scott. Sue will be sadly missed 
by Mike, Janine and all her family and friends. 
Resting at Park Independent Funeral Directors, 

7 Tynewydd Road, Barry until her service at the Vale 
of Glamorgan Crematorium, Port Road East, Barry 
on Monday 9th January at 3.45pm. 

Family flowers only, donations in lieu may be made 
at the service to Marie Curie Cancer Care, 

Ho lm e Tower, Penarth, in memory of Sue. 

Funeral arrangements entrusted to Robert Johnson at 
Park Funerals 01446 421212. 


DARCH 

Suddenly on the 28th December, 
Diana Darch of St. Athan. 

Dearly loved wife of Fred, sister to the late Phebe 
Clarkson, and Ruth and Martin Johnson, and loving 
aunt to Olivia, Harriet, Janies and Mathew. 

She will be greatly missed by family and friends. 
Resting at W.A. Brown & Son, College St, Llantwit 
Major until the funeral service on Monday 9th January 
2012 in St.Athan Church at ll.OO.a.m. followed by 
cremation in Coychurch Crematorium at 2.45p.m. 
Family flowers only but donations may be made to the 
Red Cross (cheques only) c/o the Funeral Director. 


KIRKHAM 

Kenneth Clifford 

Peacefully on the 20th December, 2011, at the Princess 
of Wales Hospital, Bridgend; Kenneth Clifford, aged 80, 
of Fairfield Drive, Llantwit Major. 

Beloved husband to the late Pamela Kirkham. Dearly loved 
father to Wayne, Ken, Niek, Mark and Mehssa. 

Mueh loved brother of Margaret and brother-in-law of Don. 
Loving father-in-law to Jan, Angela and Perla. Ever loving 
Bampy, Grandad and Great Grandad. 

Resting at the private funeral home of A.Thomas Bros. 

Funeral to take plaee at Coyehureh Crematorium, 
Bridgend on Thursday, 12th January, 2012 at 11.30am. 
Family flowers only. Donations in heu, if desired, made 
payable to Cardiff and Vale University Health Board 
and forwarded to Ward B4, Haemotology, 
University Hospital of Wales, Cardiff. 





JASON LAMPKA 

Celebrates of Bany 
the big 

Tuesday 


mu ary 


40 


All drinks 

gratefully received... 
Go Jason! Love Jan X 


Happy Birthday 
Phillrwin 

on 

8th January 
fWmi all your 
MoiKis at The GEM 




Big Bag Logs 


Seasoned Logs 
Delivered to your door 

Logs are delivered in the big bags 
Use straight out of the bag 

Call PREMIERTURF 

Phone 01443 237439 
Mobile 07815 861864 





TO LET 

One Bed Apartment 

BROUGHTON 

Nr COWBRIDGE 

Quiet location. Suit couple. 
For full details and viewing 

call 01656 895019 
07779 052594 


TO LET 

GILESTON, BARRY 

Fully furnished one bed flat 
on two levels. 
Kitchen/diner/utility room 
on ground floor. 

Large lounge, scenic views, 
bedroom/bathroom. 

Off road parking. 

01446 751079 



FOUND 


Everard Street, Barry 

Neutered Tom Cat mainly 
white with black and 
white face. Black tail and 
black circles on back. 
Wearing sparkly red collar 

07958 427345 




ADVERTISE HERE £12 Inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this offer simply either send in 
your description along with a cheque for the appro¬ 
priate amount made payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon Tuesday. All major credit cards 
accepted. Tel 01446 774484. Advert must contain a 
residential land line telephone number. You may 
alter your advert as items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 


Electrically operated 
reclining/lifting 

ARMCHAIR, 

One careful owner from 
new - never raced or rallied 

£250 ono 
01446 775087 

(after 6pm) 


12 piece 
DISHWASHER 

Smeg. 
Never used. 

£125 ono 
01446 742421 


2 X High/Low 
SLEEPER 
BEDS 
£75 each 
or 2 for £100 
01446 407192 


2008 08 

Ford KA Zetec 
Climate 1.3 

Blue, Petrol - Manual 
44,000 Miles. 

£2,995 

Tel: 07769 508517 


Bosch Classixx 

Fridge/Freezer 

165 X 60 X 62 cm 
4 years old 

Good working condition 

£80 

01446 793484 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 


Advertise your 
old one with us 

Telephone 

Gareth 

01446 
774484 



Vale pupils 
try out some 
Olympic sports 


TEENAGERS in 
the Vale have been 
battling it out in two 
Olympic sports 
using their lunch 
breaks to keep 
active. 

Secondary school 
pupils who play table 
tennis and basketball 
during lunchtimes, and 
after school with the 
5x60 scheme, have been 
taking part in two coun¬ 
tywide competitions. 

Run locally by the 
Vale Council, 5x60 is a 
Sport Wales’ initiative 
that aims to get teenagers 
in Wales taking part in 
exercise for at least 60 
minutes, five times a 
week (5x60). 

Each secondary school 
in the Vale has a 5x60 
officer, working to pro¬ 
vide a timetable of varied 
sports and activities to 
tempt pupils into getting 
active, and opening their 
eyes to a number of 
sports that they may not 
have previously tried. 

Stanwell School domi¬ 
nated the Vale table ten¬ 
nis competition, with 
both their boys’ and girls’ 
teams taking the top 
spots. One tournament 
was held for year-7 and 8 
pupils and another for 


years 9, 10 and 11, with 
the winners and runners 
up in each category 
going forward to the 
regional competitions at 
the Sport Wales National 
Centre at the end of 
January. 

A round robin boys’ 
basketball tournament, 
held as part of Basketball 
Wales’ national schools 
competition, was won at 
both the younger and 
older age groups by 
pupils from St Richard 
Gwyn Catholic High 
School in Barry. 

They now progress to 
the regional stage, along 
with teams from Barry 
Comprehensive School 
and Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School, 
who were the runners-up 
in the younger and older 
age group competitions 
respectively. 

The Vale Council’s 
Active Young People co¬ 
ordinator Ben Williams 
said: “Both table tennis 
and basketball regularly 
rank among the most 
popular 5x60 activities, 
so we were keen to give 
pupils a chance to play in 
a competitive situation.” 


Dads (and sister!) 
test youngsters 


THE OLD rugby 
saying that youth 
and skill are no 
match for age and 
experience was put 
to the test as 
Llantwit under-14s 
faced up to the chal¬ 
lenge of playing 
their vastly more 
experienced dads 
and a big sister in 
an exciting end of 
year match. 

There were some law 
changes to ensure the 
safety of the dads, and 
they had to play opposite 
their own son wherever 
possible. 

This made for some 
interesting match ups all 
around the pitch. 

The dads’ team were 
boosted by one big sister, 
Rhiannon Miskin, who 
went on to be the lady of 
the match, scoring two 
fine individual tries and 
always supporting the 
ball carrier. 

The match was 
superbly refereed by 
team manager Simon 
Miskin in his debut with 
the whistle. 

The dads started the 
match at a frantic pace 
but quickly ran out of 
steam. 

However, they did 
race in to a 10-point lead 
before the toll of weight 
and age began to tell 
against them. 

The lads quickly 
answered back with a 
brace of tries and man¬ 
aged the conversions to 
take the lead. 

Several of the dads put 
in some crunching tack¬ 
les on their opposite 
numbers, Spencer Sutton 
and Dave Walker leading 


the tackle count for the 
oldies. 

Despite being physi¬ 
cally out-gunned the lads 
did have pace, skill and 
fitness on their side and 
were always able to 
move the ball away from 
the contact area quickly 
to exploit the dads’ lack 
of pace and skill out 
wide. 

Both sides traded tries 
before half time and the 
lads took a slim lead in to 
the second half. The 
superior fitness of the 
lads then began to show. 

Big tackles came in 
from Joe Bunt, Toby 
Walker and Dan Sutton 
which knocked the dads 
out of their ever-slowing 
stride. 

The dads were unable 
to control the breakdown 
and often resorted to 
moderately illegal tactics 
to deny the lads scoring 
opportunities. 

Eventually, yellow 
cards were shown and 
the lads made their 
numerical advantage tell. 

The match ended with 
a fine solo effort from 
Max Croucher, who side¬ 
stepped his way past sev¬ 
eral tiring defenders 
before crashing over the 
line. 

Despite ending up on 
the losing side Rhiannon 
Miskin was declared lady 
of the match for a fine 
all-round performance. 

The coaching team 
would like to thank the 
players for all their hard 
work and commitment 
during the first half of the 
season. 

Thanks are also due to 
the parents who have 
always given the boys 
such fantastic support. 

Tim Jones 
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Rac 


Probdbly The 
Lowest Priced 


umtuCrMm 
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SAT NAV USERS 


CF641JG 


The Penarth Motor Company in The me 

JANUARY SALE with savings up to £1000! 

Take advantage of our free “Dine out Wales” offer with every car purchased 


08 58 BMW 320D MSport 
Convertible 1 owner, 34k, 
diesel, FSH 


09 09 Mercedes Benz C220 ■ 07 07 MINI Cooper Sport 

Auto CDI Sport 1 owner, 28k, I 2 owners, 46k, FSH 
diesel, FSH I 


08 08 HONDA Civic CDTi 

SE 51k, diesel, FSH 


07 57 BMW 116 ES 

5dr, 53k, FSH 






08 08 Mazda5 1.8TS2 

45k, FSH, 7 seats, 1 owner 


Kia Sedona 2.9 CRDi L 

Diesel, 7 seats 


08 58 Suzuki Swift 1.5 GLX 

3dr, 35k FSH, 1 owner 


Skoda Fabia 1.9 
Elegance Estate 

1 owner, FSH, Diesel 


02 02 Volkswagen 
Lupo E 1.0 

3-dr, 99k, grey 




♦ 


sf 


58 08 Ford C-Max Zetec 

Auto. FSH 


04 04 Renault Clio 
1.4 Dynamique 

5-dr. Sunroof 


04 54 Renault Megane 1.6 
Dynamique 

Convertible, pan roof, leather 


08 08 Citroen Grand C4 
Picasso 

7 seats. 1 owner. FSH 


03 53 BMW 318SE Touring 

86k, FSH 




—j. 


08 58 Renault Grand 
Modus 1.2 Dynamique 

58k, FSH 


04 54 Ford Focus C-Max 
Zetec 

Auto diesel 


07 57 Citroen C2 1.4 Cool 

62k. FSH 


03 52 Mercedes Benz Cl 80 
SE Auto Coupe 


03 52 Mercedes Benz 
A Class 170 CDi 
Avantgarde. Diesel Auto 






05 55 Vauxhall Corsa SXi 

3dr. 1.2. 42k 


04 04 Renault Clio 5dr 
1.4 Expression 66k, FSH 


02 02 AudlTT 180 Coupe 

FSH, leather, 18” alloys 


08 58 Citroen Cl 
Rhythm 1.0 

3-dr, FSH, 40k 


05 55 Ford Fiesta Zetec 
Climate 3dr, 1.25, 62k, FSH 


Foi 

WWW 

r full Stock list and more pictures visit us at: 

r.thepenarthmotorco.co.u 

Ik 

1 WE CAN SOURCE ANY 

1 CAR, ANY AGE, ANY 
■ colour BEST PRICES!! 
1 Just Give Us A Cal 

02920 707090 

Mob: 07792 468035/07792 467880 

Windsor Road. Penarth CF64 1JG 

AaCARS 

hpi 

CHECKED 
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ROOMSTER IS 
SO VERSATILE 



L ooks are 

only skin 
deep... 

Shallow models, 
actors and actresses the 
world over would do 
well to remember this 
fact! 

Although we all come 
in different shapes and 
sizes, each of us has an 
equally important role to 
play, regardless of 
appearance, a wise 
teacher once reminded 
my class at school. 

This translates to four 
wheels, of course. 

For instance, the 
desirable Aston Martin 
DB5, Maserati 
GranTurismo or even the 
Peugeot RCZ are all fab¬ 
ulous sports cars. But 
just as a celeb’s lifestyle 
isn’t conducive to bring¬ 
ing up a family, the same 
is true of these vehicles. 

What do you do when 
children arrive on the 
scene? Leave them at 
home? Stick ‘em in the 
boot? 

No, you get a Skoda 
Roomster, which was 
launched in 2006. 

The Scout model was 
introduced in 2007 and 
adds 4x4-like looks with 
body cladding and a 
higher ride height, but 
without four-wheel 
drive. 

Nevertheless it feels 
well-suited to the chal¬ 
lenging winter weather 
of late such as lashing 
rain, hailstones and even 
sleet. However, it is 
quite a tall vehicle and 
this can result in buffet¬ 


ing from high winds 
when travelling at speed. 

As with its sibling, 
the Skoda Yeti, from the 
outside view, the 
Roomster is an acquired 
taste with a mishmash of 
design ideas that are not 
smoothly carried 
through, in my opinion. 

It might look similar 
to a Pope mobile... the 
Citroen Berlingo or the 
Peugeot Teppee, but the 
latter two somehow 
combine the small 
van/car concept more 
gracefully. Now who’s 
being shallow? 

My issue is that the 
front and rear don’t gel. 
Coupled to which the 
concealed rear door han¬ 
dles and protruding front 
ones look out of place. 
Yet they don’t on Alfas 
and Hondas. 

Inside there’s a great 
deal of space above the 
driver’s head but I imag¬ 
ine this lends itself to 
wheelchair conversions. 

So far this is the only 
vehicle I have come 
across that requires me 


to lean forward to adjust 
the rear view mirror, 
which is a little awk¬ 
ward. 

It feels a bit basic, too 
- there’s no cruise con¬ 
trol, steering mounted 
stereo controls or electri¬ 
cally adjustable seats - 
forgive me. I’ve just 
returned a top-of-the- 
range Peugeot 3008! But 
basic isn’t bad, it means 
there are less controls to 
confuse the motorist. 

This Skoda’s hi-fi is 
one of the best I have 
used - it’s so quick and 
easy to find your 
favourite radio station 
and that’s important 
when time is of the 
essence and you’re faced 
with a gruelling com¬ 
mute. 

Once behind the 
wheel you don’t really 
care about its idiosyn¬ 
crasies because all 
Skodas are thoroughly 
enjoyable to drive and 
this is no exception. For 
a 1.6-litre diesel it can 
be gutsy if required and 
a decent overtaker - its 
looks far belying its 
capabilities. 

As the name suggests, 
the Roomster has bags 
of space. Its clever rear 
compartment offers 
immense flexibility 
between passenger and 
luggage space. 

The rear seats recline 
and slide - any of the 
three individual seats 
can be folded or 
removed. The middle 
seat can be taken away 
and the two outer seats 
slide inwards giving 
extra room for two pas¬ 
sengers. 

It’s very frugal too, 
definitely making it one 
to consider for the fami¬ 
ly run-around. 

The versatile 
Roomster is the ideal 
solution for a shop 
owner with a family 
because it cuts out the 
need for owning a van as 
well. 

Parkers, the car 
experts, say: “The bold 
and distinctive Roomster 
is a small family car that 
stands out from the 
crowd. 

“While not everyone 
may be a fan of the 
styling, it’s certainly dif¬ 
ferent and also helps 
maximise room inside.” 

Yes, you can pick 
holes but overall there’s 
much more than meets 
the eye with this model. 

Skoda Roomster 
Scout 1.6 TDi 

New price range: 
£11,775 -£16,120 

Used price range: 
£3,426 - £10,838 

Power: 90bhp; trans¬ 
mission: 5-speed; 
engine: 1.6-litre diesel; 
economy: 60.1mpg 
(combined). 



• Ford noila 

• FodFdeut 

• FcrdFoout 

• FordS-IUsB 

• esMlVW 
Transpartar 

• ilivfcadaoVtanatM 

OrT., N ■ . A y, V- 

(01656) 

660160 

Fill daiialfi asfatatim on our vKobsIt* 
www.wickvanhire.co.uk 





Rising Sun club look back on 


year of competitive successes 


A fantastic finnish 
to 2011 was on the 
cards for the Rising- 
Sun-Kyokushin- 
karate club after 
what was their most 
successful year so 
far, bringing two 
new British champi¬ 
ons to the fore, with 
a class of future tal¬ 
ent also climbing 
the rankings. 

In February, Paul 
Stephens was chosen to 
represent Wales at the 
Wales V England event 
at Bishops Stortford, 
where Paul endured 
three three-minute 
rounds of knockdown 
karate, eventually 
emerging the winner. 

March saw sempai 
Spencer Bennett take the 
2011 IKK (International 
Kyokushin Karate) 
British under 70kg full 
contact title, after taking 
on and beating competi¬ 
tors from France, 
Holland and Sweden. 

Paul Stephens took 
third place in the heavy¬ 
weight section. 

In July, Courtenay 
Taylor represented Great 
Britain in the third 
under-18 world tourna¬ 
ment in the K2 Arena, 
Crawley. 

Courtenay fought in 
the -1-5 8kg category and 
had to attend every 
British team training ses¬ 
sion, and three different 
training camps, which 
involved training up to 
four times in a day. 

She fought the top- 
seeded Belgium fighter 
Sandy Van Valthoen and 
after three hard-fought 
extension rounds, the 
Belgium fighter won on 
a split decision and went 
on to place second in the 
world event. 


Tennis 

star 

tipped 

A young tennis player 
from Barry has been 
highlighted as one of 
the brightest up-and- 
coming talents in the 
country after he was 
selected to join the 
Lawn Tennis 

Association’s (LTA ) 
AEGON FutureStars 
programme. 

Alexander Hamer (9), 
who trains at UWIC 
Tennis Academy, earned 
his place on the pro¬ 
gramme following a suc¬ 
cessful year on court and 
will now receive added 
support from the LTA. 


In September, five world’s best 16 light- 
members fought at a weight competition 
local derby in Mountain under 70kgs in Wakraw. 
Ash, where Neil Spencer took on the 
Griffiths, Mathew ranked number two, 
Dixon, Natasha Cunvin, Hugarian Csba Gall 
George Cocks and Brady from Hungary, going the 
Thomashas took the distance of five three- 
chance to compete minute rounds, 
against the latest crop of The split decision was 
emerging talent in given to the Hungarian 
Wales. but Spencer is now aim- 

The club members ing for the European 
fought courageously and Championship, 
showed good spirit. In December, the club 
doing everyone proud. put on ‘The fight for 
In October, the BKK Tara night’, where seven 
(British Karate adults and 15 junior 

Kyokushinkai) British members went head to 
Championships in head with the Cariff 
Crawley handed the Kyokushin Club and 
Rising-Sun Club another Mountain Ash. 

British title, after Paul The money raised (yet 
Stephens won the novice to be awarded) will go to 
heavyweight section of Tara’s son for the 
the championship after Harvey Hudson Eund. 
three hard battles. The club were also 

Caroline Whitlock invited to turn on the 
also placed third in the Christmas lights on at 
womans lightweight sec- High Street, 
tion. Anybody interested in 

In November, Spencer joining the Rising-Sun- 
Bennett travelled to Kyokushin Karate Club 
Poland to compete in the are welcome to come 


AutoPro 

CAR SALES 


Open 7 days a week: 9.30am to 4pm 


www.auto-pro.co.uk 

04 04 VOLKSWAGEN Bora diesel 1896cc, 4-dr saloon. 

Metallic beige, 1 former keeper, 2 keys, a/c, radio/cd, fsh, 

94k, cruise control .£3,795 

06 06 VAUXHALL Astra SRI 1796cc 5-dr hatchback. Metallic 
silver, a/c, radio/cd, fsh, remote central locking, 80k .£3,695 
57 07 FORD KA Zetec 1297cc 3-dr Hatchback. In black, 2 
keys, radio/CD, power steering, e/windows, FSH, low miles 

30k. £3,495 

54 04 FORD Focus 1796cc Zetec 5-dr hatchback. In blue, 
radio/cd, a/c, remote central locking, fsh, low miles .£2,995 
02 02 FORD Focus ST 170,1988cc 3-dr hatchback. In black, 
6 speed manual, traction control, a/c, s/h, radio/cd . .£1,995 
52 02 SKODA Octavia RS 1781cc. Metallic silver, half black 
leather sports seats, reverse sensors, traction control, FSH, 

remote central locking, radio/cd, 2 keys, a/c. £1,995 

02 VOLKSWAGEN Golf GTi 1.8 Turbo 3-dr. Silver, FSH .... 

.£2,395 

02 02 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. In silver, pas, e/w, a/con, 

full service history, new MoT on purchase, 89k,_ £1,895 

03 03 RENAULT Megane Scenic 1390cc MPV. In blue, air con, 
E/W, E/M, radio/cassette, 1/2 leather seats, 79k ... .£1,695 
V 99 MERCEDES A160 Avantgarde 5-Dr 1.6. Metallic silver, 
leather heated seats, 2 keys, one owner from new. Sept 
2012 MOT . £1,795 

PART EXCHANGE TO CLEAR 

T 99 VOLKSWAGEN Caddy Diesel. MoT until September 
2012 .£995 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY (All cars come with 12 
months MOT or long MOT) Special offers on limited stock 



98 JAGUAR XKR Supercharged V8. 

Low miles, air con, alloys, taxed to 
02/12, service history. £4,995 



2000 BMW 520 Automatic. Air con, cd, 
FSH, sun roof. Taxed to 02/12 . .£1,895 



2000 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.8 7-seater. 

1 owner, air con, sun roof. Alloys, full 
Vauxhall service history. Taxed to 04/12 


£1,895 



03 DAEWOO Kalos 1.4. 5-dr, allop, 
c/s,p/w, a/c, service history, MoT Oct 
12, Tax April 12, mileage 69k £1,895 


01446 700066 
07919 076589 


along for a first free les- Lee Bennett on 
son at the Samurai 07861699476, or visit 
Centre, Savoy Buildings 
109, Broad Street. . . 

Thursdays 6-7pm age 4- ww. rr5rng-5nn- 

7, 7-8pm age 8-15 or 8- kyokushin.co.uk 
9pm age 16-I-, telephone LB 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 



Ful Mata Bvatatale on txM' wabc rte 
www.wiclcvAnhiro.co uk 
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A PRESENT EROM « 
RENAUU CARDIFF TO YOU 


EXTRiU I EXTRA 
DISCOUNFIDISCOUN 





EXTI 



■■ 




OFF THE SALE PRICE WITH 
THE VOUCHER DOV/NLOAO 
61 PLATE 

LESS THAN 100 MILES 


OFF THE SALE PRICE WITH 
THE VOUCHER DOWNLOAD 
61 PUTE 

LESS THAN 100 MHIS 


£300 

VQUGHBI 

AVAILABLE ON All 
OUR USED CAR STOCK 


Renault Pzax 
1.216V 75 




Renault Tralic SL29 
dQllSEuro4 


Sport Tourer 1.5 cCi Expression 

SALE PRICE £6,700 SALE PRICE £13,995 SALE PRICE £12,496 

VOUCHER PRICE VOUCHER PRICE VOUCHER PRICE 

£6,300 £12,995 £11,495 

n onn ^ Download your voucher today for an 

EXTRA DISCOUNT OFF THE SALE PRICE! 

€—ii— Available at www.renaultretail.co.uk 


live. love, drive 

www.renaultretail.co.uk 

Limited period only, Don’t miss outl 


RENAULT CARDIFF 

295 Penarth Road, Cardiff CF11 8UU 
Telephone 029 2148 0099 


IMJIMM evNp Alt NMM irv HMUtf U r« Hhoraw S* wcfli Atfwvy Ntma taiM liMO riMniA Ml nff V earfA iHM V wte •« tiip 0lM At atr tM AMiDt am 


ixn? 
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Special offers across the 
Neuj Toyota range including.... 

0%FINANCE’ 

on all AYGO, Vans, Auris, 
Auris Hybrid & Verso 
VUITH NO DEPOSIT 
ALSO AVAILABLE! 


Uie also have lOO’s of Approved Used 
Toyotas from across the range in stock 
and available from only £4,450! 

Save^5,205 

on J 61 PLATE delivery mileage models. 

Plus - £500 Finance 
Deposit Allowance' 

now available on every Approved Used Toyota. 



On<rf»)tK»<<^rijre » i ^^ tU<c»»watfca»iMdtr>cQ>4>#K — MM«MMneifa»*«^in»4-r^k«ic»«J4iCTi&«BaMiaoMr Uh«^Ta|^n«»«irfSMyc»ACnMtBk«i^ik«ffe»lMtfvCpaD^Sm*y,lcniSUr.'T*^QttCMtm 
«—«tTotae>r#iic1i< W\4r<c lvMnnQait««lcinr»AM(ltt«amponrtanfMiSU#0i»MeuiK^ OwSy^MrMrrMiyk»S'^«VMMM> 

ni#i«««iartavr««Ta»t^ lonilr«a«ti»aarr«ie)icr ^t e t» ii^i>>^<»f\ar»t>>ei<e%kt^>>a frn r rt ki f »t<me»eaa4<rflr#^<ff\»tri»yiu»Ai^lar»>’tJi|^ert »n Dd ril^OOnrMr«»DffineiMDwvir»(v^ay«iMt»mAff«««krtl>^TofaQft 

M1l4ndlArniw««rvXn2»«1rjrvMb»tMMdlr>r«rVvnRC^<Mt4r%4iiM^0lWtffmrv«eM Tew4< i ae ni *»a»^ 
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new broad street motors 

Now on C ardif f Road - Tel 01446 720044 


New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
i^Cardiff Road, Barry. CF63 2BE 



JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR COMPREHENSIVE RANGE 



JANUARY BONANZA 



2 Services^ 


*Subject to 
comlitions 


2 Yeats 
^NattaatV 


On selected cars. 

Once they’re gone, they’re gone! 




Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars. Great Service, Great People to deal with! 

Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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freofkie ta da cact^ 


LARGEST SELECTION OF CARS IN BARRY 4 ^ik 
BUY NOW - PAY MARCH 2012 © 

Howe Motors Ltd • Powell Dyffryn Way • Barry • Vale of Glamorgan • CF62 5QR • 01446 738088 

SEE OUR SELECTION OF 4X4’S. “NO GETTING STUCK THIS WINTER” 

w w w. hi o we m oto rs. CO. u k 


FULLY EQUIPPED 
WORKSHOP 

OVER 120 CARS TO 
CHOOSE FROM 

TRAINED 

AUTOMOTIVE 

TECHNICIANS 

CARS FROM 
£295-£49,995 

COMPETITIVE 
FINANCE RATES 

BAD CREDIT 
CATERED FOR 

CARS, VANS, MPV'S 
4x4'S 

RAC WARRANTY 
SCHEME 

CARS BOUGHT 
FOR CASH 

NO OBLIGATION 
TEST DRIVE 

WORKSHOPS 
EQUIPPED WITH 
LATEST 
TECHNOLOGY 

ONLINE SHOWROOM 


V/ - — 


CHRYSLER Grand Voyager | 




CITROEN C2 1.6i HDi 


LAND ROVER Defender 


£7,995 
LAND ROVER Discovery 


£4,995 

MERCEDE^220 CDi 


MINI Cooper 1,6D 






£16,995 

SKODA Octavia 1.8T RS 


£9,995 

I SUBARU Legacy 2.0 Sport | 


ORS I. I 

*-*K 


TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 VVTi 


TOYOTA Corolla Verso 2.2 


TOYOTA Land Cruiser 3.0 


VAUXHALL Corsa 1.6T 16v 


£5 


995 


£7 


995 


£15 


995 


£7 


445 


VW Pass at 2.0 TDi S port 


£7,495 


Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9am - 6.30pm • Saturday - Sunday 9am - 5.30pm • OPEN 7 DAYS 01446 738088 


HOWE MOTORS LTD.'^ 


VAUAMALL Tigra 1 .Bl 1 DV 


£4 


995 


Sblackhorse 


Firsi 




ALL CARS HPI CHECKED • RAC WARRANTY • PART-EX WELCOME • FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT MOST • ALL MAJOR CREDIR CARDS • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE 


AUDI BMW CITROEN 
FORD HONDA 
JAGUAR LEXUS 
MAZDA NISSAN 
PEUGEOT RENAULT 
SEAT VW VOLVO 
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SOUTH WA1£S LIADING EURO SPECIALISTS 




, Injector Servicing 

s Bofch&DetpM 

^ Recommended Injector 
Testing, Servicing & Repair 

yiif UvTtskfX! vrvcr bMir Kr vtu 
«^tr reoittt} iaH OOT ffrrawrB trtHif'’ In 60^ 
cl Urts^ tijt> liPCUin 
cvnr code wil bp Cil wilt trr jI 

alp jnl brtimmc' au Boar. Mtl AK$U 
nitc^tzst ticfi^ Me at BW aiJ rcpvri^^ 
iiiactf NjOd rvwl 


Main Dealer Equipment 
Tools and Experience 
of ail Leading Brands including: 

Jaguar - Porsche 
BMW - Mercedes 
Land Rover - Audi 
Alfa Romeo - Saab 
Volvo - VW - Lexus 


VlftienRconws to BMW, Meitedes,Poische&Jaguar no 
other Mependent speciaist in South 

Our man dholer staff &technlciar& (rained to the highest sUHida^ inrmnithhg 

hnom 40 yfir old JaguarS) cutting edge Porsche's to thr latfsit BMW modriv With the latest Dm^poiic eqiiismenc eicecdrg 
vihatfien the dealer can ck^vee call solve any pro^ with big savings for you. 

Pu seiethr we have the largest seteclion of 
Model. Whether you have an engine or alls li 
harsh geartwK changes we can do rnore )u9l dl 

Being a fwhi^ 001 business put iraditiondl mlues at the core Of everything we do^ putting mu the ci6^^ 

toretifwasacialowirryiwaw;^.Restas5wedthatiolh Permouroyojrcarisin safe, knowlidgNblf A trustworthy hands. 
AH our work 5 guaranteed ard win not affea your ntanufacturers or used car warranty. 

Penriweo vM:le servicikt Is the n«36l compreherstve you'll find we proede etecetK^ 
like Laser Wheel AHonment^ AirCon Check wtUi Top up. Barlery tk Charglnq Tesi and Main 
which are inducted wlin aH Mak)r servtoes there Isnl any om garage in Soudi Wales that comes close! 


aonostk eqMpment n South Wales prtwdng C)Oiimge lor aknod 
loni Qo are sudenng battery drakv Im dpi pnobtems^ key and immobills 
llagnose, we can fii i Inhoise. 


Make and 
fser Issues or 


WE ARETHEAFF0RDAB1£DEAL£R ALTERNATIVE! 


^ Sefviciiig 
i/ Dealer Diagnostics 
%/ ECU Repairs 
MOTTesting 
DPF Problems 
n/ Brakes&ABS 
^ Transmission Servicing 
^ Air-Con Repairs 
^ Engine & Mechanical 
^ Keys & Key Repairs 
^ Warranty ClairiB 
i/ Tyres &Tyre Repairs 
^ Laser Wheel Alignment 
Main Dealer Staff 
Free Courtesy Car 


Mobil 


1 I ASKABOUTOURDfrr^i^&R£MOVALSER\^^ 


Euro Specialists 


OFT 


Approved code 


Permoveo •08D0Q337B07-www.penTioveoJtdjjk 
5 Woodham Road, Barry Docks,CFB 4IE 



MOTOR INDUSTRY 
(ODfOUILV IK f 

Swrvkw ond Rwpolr 
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2007 JAGUAR XK 4.2 V8 
2-dr Coupe 

Indigo blue, automatic, 28,000 miles 

£24,995 


03 PORSCHE Cayenne 
4.5 S Automatic 

Silver/Black Leather, 39,000 Miles 

£15,995 


06 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle 
2.0 3-dr 

Dark metallic blue, 49,717 miles 

£4,995 


05 05 VW Touareg 2.5 TDi 
4x4 Diesel 5-Dr 

Jade Pearl, Auto, 62,132 Miles. 

£11,995 


06 FORD Fiesta ST 

Red, 51,000 miles, 2 owners 

£4,695 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 
Zetec 5-Dr 

Ink Blue Met, 57,000 Miles, with A/C etc. 

£5,495 



03 BMW 325 2.5Ci 
M-Sport Convertible 

Silver, Automatic, 79,270 miles 

£6,495 



06 LAND ROVER 
Freelander 2.0 Diesel 

Met blue, 62,000 miles, leather, sat nav 

£8,995 



54 FORD Streetka Luxury 

in met blue with leather, 

49,000 mile convertible 

£2,995 


All cars 

Just a small 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4x4 


06 BMW 330 Diesel M-Sport Auto in met grey 
with cream leather, 34,000 miles, superb .£12,995 
06 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel. 3-dr HSE, 
in met blue, 62,000 miles, leather, sat nav .£8,995 
06 06 MERCEDES B180 CDI 2.0 SE Tip. 5-dr, 

telluar silver automatic, 75,499 miles. £7,995 

54 AUDI A4 3.0 Sport Convertible Auto. In met 
blue with full beige leather, 85,000 miles . .£6,995 
54 NISSAN X-Trail 2.2DCi SVE. In black with 

leather, sat nav, 1 lady owner, diesel, 4x4 .£6,995 
08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 CZT. 3-dr, pearl black, 

1 owner, 42,295 miles .£5,995 

04 MERCEDES C200 Kompressor Avantgarde Auto 
black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 owner. .£6,495 
53 LANDROVER Freelander 2.0 Diesel ‘S’. 5-dr in 

silver, 74,000 miles, durable 4x4 at. £5,495 

06 SKODA Octavia 2.0 FSi Sport. In silver, 

59,964 miles. £4,995 

05 VAUXHALLTigra 1.3 CDTi Sport, in ice blue, 

65,000 mile diesel convertible. £4,995 

53 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 SE Auto in silver with cream 

leather, 75,000 miles. £4,995 

98 MERCEDES V280 Ambiente Auto 6-Seater. In 
turquoise blue, with full leather, 78,000 miles 

with extras .£4,995 

98 PORSCHE Boxster 2.5. In met blue with navy 

hood and beige leather, a/c etc. £4,995 

06 FORD Fiesta ST in red, 51,000 miles, 2 owners, 

stylish hot hatch at . £4,695 

05 05 BMW 320d 2.0 SE. Diesel, 4-dr, silver, 

110,000 miles .£4,695 

03 JACUAR X-Type 2.0 SE. In met-blue with cream 

leather trim, fantastic value. £2,995 

03 MGTF 135. In silver with grey leather, 58,000 mile 
local car, in superb condition at only . £2,495 


MALL, ECONOMICAL & FAMILY CARS 


07 SMART Four Two Brabus convertible in silver, 

19,000 miles with leather.£6,995 

09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club 5-dr Automatic in silver, 

46,000 miles, a/c, etc . £6,495 

57 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.5 DCi Dynamic. In 
met grey, 49,000 mile diesel, 7 seater . . . .£5,995 
55 SEAT Leon 1.9TDi Reference. 5-dr, in red, 

61,000 mile diesel with alloys . £5,695 

07 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club. In 
black, 92,000 mile diesel, 7 seater. £5,495 


08 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Extreme. 5-dr, in black, 

24,000 miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

07 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Life. 5-dr, tonic 

blue, automatic, 56,017 miles .£4,995 

06 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.4 16v Active. 5-dr, silver, 

45,092 miles.£4,995 

06 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130 LX. 5-dr in silver, 

61,000 mile diesel.£4,695 

57 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique 5-dr in 
black, 55,000 miles with panoramic roof etc£3,995 
56 RENAULT Laguna 2.0 DCi Dynamic in silver 
with 1/2 leather trim, 34,609 mile diesel at .£3,995 
56 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Special Edition in yellow, 70,000 

miles, 1 owner, fsh, alloys etc .£3,995 

06 SMART Roadster 80bhp convertible in met 

blue, 63,000 mile sports coupe at .£3,995 

05 FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi 130LX 5-dr in silver, 
69,989 miles, diesel family hatch.£3,995 

54 SEAT Ibiza 1.4S Automatic 3-dr in jazz blue, 

11,966 miles, 1 owner.£3,995 

05 05 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec. 3-dr, moondust silver, 

65,159 miles.£3,695 

05 05 RENAULT Megane 1.6 VVT Expression. 

5-dr Estate, electric blue, 50,000 miles . . .£3,695 

55 NISSAN Micra 1.2S 3-dr in met red, 62,000 

miles, economical hatch .£3,495 

04 54 FORD Focus 1.8 Ghia. 5-dr, silver, 

67,657 miles.£3,495 

04 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi. 5-dr, in tonic blue, 

81,000 miles, a/c.£3,495 

56 KIA Cerato 1.6 Zapp 5-dr. In met blue, 

53,919 miles.£3,295 

06 06 MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Equippe. 4-dr, silver, 

65,117 miles .£2,995 

03 53 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Zetec. 3-dr, burnt orange, 

71,322 miles.£2,995 

53 ROVER 75 Club 1.8T Auto. In met Gold, 

37,000 miles.£2,395 

01 Y TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 16v VVTi GLS. 3-dr, silver, 

automatic, 81,179 miles .£2,195 

52 02 FORD Fiesta 1.3LX 3-dr in met blue, 59,000 

mile local car.£2,495 

02 CITROEN Saxo 1.1 desire. In silver, 1 lady owner 
.£2,195 



06 06 VAUXHALL Corsa 
1.2 16vSXi+ 

3-dr, sea mist, 46,022 miles 

£3,995 



54 BMW 318 ES 

In metallic blue, 64,000 miles, 
a/c, alloys, cruise 

£4,995 



T3 Hybrid CVT 5-dr 

Automatic, Magnum grey, 68,000 miles 

£6,495 



05 05 FORD Focus 1.6 
Zetec 3-dr 

Moondust silver, 65,159 miles 

£3,695 


RBC 


supplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

I sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


Rac 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FItSlANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABIS • AU. CARS HPi ClEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAIOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 
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MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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GOOD CAUSES BENEFIT AS HUNDREDS OF 
PEOPLE ATTEND VALE’S NEW YEAR SWIM! 
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PEOPLE from all over the Vale flocked to 
Whitmore Bay on Barry Island for the New 
Year’s Day swim. 

For those who question why anyone would 
want to race into the chilly waters as tempera¬ 
tures across the country plunged, it is worth 
bearing in mind that many of them are spon¬ 
sored and do the swim for charity. 


£15 PER 
LESSON 

I £42.50 for 3 
I £80.00 for 6 
Why not 

I Book a course? I 


^ Nine-Hole GoH Course 
Pay & Play 

>■ AII-weaHier flood light 
driviiig range 
>■ All equipment 
available for hire 
^ Professional il^ition 


■Fitness and Leisure • • 
The Healthy Option! 

Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 

18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bonk holidays: 

Prices retained 

Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy to find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 


Local gymnast spearheads the Welsh team 


A YOUNG Barry gymnast has led the 
Welsh men’s team to success in 
European competition. 

Clinton Purnell, of Barry YMCA, who is 
the current Welsh men’s champion, was 
Wales’ strongest performer at the NE 
Championship, which was recently held in 
Sweden. 

Clinton, along with his Welsh team mates, 
took the team gold, four marks clear of 
Finland in second place, with the host nation 
in third. 

Clinton took the silver medal in the overall 


combined apparatus event, which features 
six disciplines: floor, pommels, rings, vault, 
parallel bars and high bar. 

His medal haul did not stop there, as he 
went on to win gold on the vault, silver on 
rings and bronze on the high bar! 

A YMCA spokesman hailed the break¬ 
through performances: “These are fantastic 
results for both Welsh gymnastics and Barry 
YMCA.” 


RIGHT: Clinton Purnell 
with his coach Peter Hay sham. 








































































































